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Return airfare ex-Delhi*airport taxes, govt taxes.*3*/4*hotel accommodation *breakfast, lunch & dinner,*sightseeing 
as mentioned in the itinerary,*all the relevant entrance fees included in Israel, Egypt &Amman, *all in luxury a/c vehicle with English 
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Delhi - Amman - Nazereth
Mount Nebo, The City Of Mosaic, St George Church Yardenit Jordan River,
 Sheikh Hussain Bridge, Israel  

Day 1

Nazareth - Cana - Sea Of Galilee
Capernaum Church Of Multiplication , Boat Ride On Sea Of Galilee, 
Church Of Primacy Of Peter , Cana Church 

Day 2

Bethany– Haifa - Mt. Carmel - (Tel Aviv)  
Bethlehem Town Of Mary, Martha And Lazarus , Lazarus Tomb, Joppa St Peter Church, 
Haifa,  Bahai Shrine, Muhraqa  Basilica Of Annunciation , Mary Well. 

Day 3

Old City Of Jerusalem – Golgotha – Wailing Wall
Jericho - Dead Sea Beit Hasda , 14 Stations Of The Cross To Golgotha,
 Mt Of Temptation Via Cable Car , Dead Sea , Sycamore Tree. Day 4

Ein Karem, Mt Of  Olives, Gethsemane – Bethlehem
Church of Visitation . Visit Sanctuaries of Pater Noster Ascension, 
St Peter of Gallicantu  , Church of All Nations , Grotto of St Jerome , Milk Grotto – Nativity Church . 

Day 5

Taba – Sinai 
St.catherine Monastery Sinai Mountain, Saint Catherine Monastery, Burning Bush
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Sinai – Cairo
On The Way To Cairo We Cross The Famous Suez Canal.  Arrive Cairo Then Cairo Market Visit 
Free Time Shopping Proceed to Hotel Check In Hotel Hotel. Overnight At Hotel.  
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Cairo
Pyramids , Sphinx, Egyptian Museum,  Old Churches of Cairo, Nile River CruisingDay 8

Day 9 Cairo – Alexandria, Middle East  

Middle East  Board Connecting Flight  To Delhi 
Cairo To Alexandria Airport, Assemble At Hbe (alexandria Airport) 

Day 10 Arrival In Delhi

For Further Details Contact 

SETRIC JOSEPH                                                                                                                   
SETRIC.JOSEPH@RIYA.TRAVEL   +91 995 888 7492  +91 011-61608080 EXTN:3022   

119 NEW DELHI HOUSE, 27 BARAKHAMBHA ROAD, CP, NEW DELHI: 110001. 
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Tour To Holy Land Tour To Holy Land 

Holy Land Pilgrimage
Organized by Diocese of Faridabad-Delhi & Riya Holidays

22-31 MAY & 16 – 25 OCTOBER  2015

Coordinator: Fr. John Mylamvelil, (M) 9654142787
Diocese of Faridabad-Delhi, Bishop's House, 1B/32 N.E.A, Old Rajender Nagar, New Delhi - 110060

Tel.: 011-25759160   Email: faridabadchancellor@gmail.com
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Tour Ends

Tour To Holy Land Tour To Holy Land 

BOOKING AMOUNT: Net Cost 85,000/-
A non-refundable deposit of Rs.30, 000/- per person has to pay at the time of booking. Balance amount should be paid 
30 days prior to the departure. The passengers are fully responsible for any illness and injuries occurred during the 
travel. Taking a medical insurance policy before the tour is advised.

UNDER THE SPIRITUAL GUIDANCE OF PRIESTS
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Vocation camp
The second vocation camp of the Diocese of Faridabad-Delhi was conducted on 20th to 

22nd March 2015 at Sanjoepuram Children’s Village. 32 students from 6 parishes attended the 
Camp. Thanks to the parish priests of Mayur Vihar Phase 3, Dilshad Garden, Aya NAgar, Palam, 
Okhala and Mahipapur for the efforts to promote vocation. The classes on vocation were conducted 
by Fr. Sebastian Thekkanath, Fr. Jiju Thuruthikara, Fr. Peter Kanjirakattukary and Fr. Sherin 
Puthenpurackal.  The regency brother of the diocese conducted group Dynamics, action songs and 
group discussion and kept the camp lively unto the end. A big thanks to Fr. Sebastian Thekkanath 
and the Sanjoepuram Team who really toiled for the success of the Camp.

Appointment of Priests
1.	 Rev. Fr. Jomon Thekkekudiyil CMI 

Assistant Parish Priest of Christ King Cathedral, Faridabad w.e.f. 12 February 2015

2.	 Rev. Fr. Binoy Vazhayil CMI 

Assistant Parish Priest of Our Lady of Fathima Forane Church, Okhla w.e.f. 12 February 2015

3.	 Very Rev. Msgr. Sebastian Vadakkumpadan 

Parish Priest of St. Augustine’s Forane Church, Karol Bagh (Additional) w. e. f. 17 February 2015

4.	 Rev. Fr. Antony (Lijo) Thaliyath 

Resident Priest of St. Augustine’s Forane Church, Karol Bagh w.e.f. 20 February 2015

5.	 Rev. Fr. George Thoomkuzhy 

Parish Priest of St. Jude Parish, Sahibabad w.e.f. 28 February 2015

6.	 Rev. Fr. AnoopNarimattathil CST 

Parish Priest of Infant Jesus Forane Church, Palam w.e.f. 07 March 2015

7.	 Rev. Fr. Mathew Kochuveettil CFIC 

Parish Priest of  St. Mary’s Parish, Mayur Vihar Phase I w.e.f. 07 March 2015.

Curia News

Thanks
After fruitful ministry in the Eparchy of Faridabad-Delhi Rev. Fr. Sajo Padayattil and 

Rev. Fr. Dominic Kachappilly returned to their mother diocese Ernakulam-Angamaly. We acknowledge 

with thanks their esteemed presence and ministry in the Eparchy of Faridabad-Delhi in its initial stage and wish 

them God’s blessings and all the best in their new ministry.
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CSbteJ\w

Archbishop Kuriakose Bharanikulangara 
Bishop of Faridabad

ssZhIr]bmÂ ^coZm_mZv cq]XbpsS sa{Xm³ Ipcymt¡mkv `cWnIpf§c 

Xsâ A[nImc¯nÂs¸« CShIIfnse _lpam\s¸« hnImcnamÀ¡pw 

AkvtX´namÀ¡pw aäpsshZnIÀ¡pw k\ymkn\ok\ymknamÀ¡pw 

hnizmknIÄ¡pw \½psS IÀ¯mhotimaninlmbnÂ BinÊpw kam[m\hpw.

hµy ktlmZctc, hÕea¡tf,

2014 \hw_À 23þ\p hnip² Nmhd Ipcymt¡mkv A¨t\bpw hnip² Fhp{]mkym½sbbpw 

hnip²cmbn {]Jym]n¡p¶ NS§nÂ hnizmknIsf A`nkwt_m[\ sN¿th, ]cnip² ]nXmhv 

{^m³knkv amÀ]m¸ ]dbpIbp mbn : ""tIcf¯nÂ \n¶pw Cu c p hnip²sc It¯men¡ 

k`bv¡v e`n¨XnÂ Rm³ hfsc kt´mjt¯mSpIqSn \n§tfmsSm¸w ssZh¯n\p \µn 

]dbp¶p. tIcf k`bpsS ssÇloI iàn¡pw hnizmk km£y§Ä¡pw AtXmsSm¸w C´ybnse 

It¯men¡ k`bv¡pw Cu Ahkc¯nÂ Rm³ \µn tcJs¸Sp¯pIbmWv. hfscb[nIw  

\µn! tIcfw ssZhhnfnbmÂ kar²amb Hcp {]tZiamWv. CutimbpsS km£y§fpambn 

\n§Ä apt¶m«p t]mhpI. . . .'' tIcf¯nÂ \n¶pw [mcmfw ssZhhnfnIÄ Ds ¶p ]cnip² 

]nXmhv {^m³knkv amÀ]m¸ AwKoIcn¨ B [\y \nanj¯nÂ ^coZm_mZv cq]Xsb {]Xn\n 

[oIcn¨psIm v Rm\pw h¯n¡m³ NXzc¯nÂ k¶nlnX\mbncp¶p.

h¯n¡m³ \bX{´ Imcymeb¯nsâ temIsa¼mSpapÅ tkh\¯n\nSbnÂ BÝcyIcambn 

Fsâ {i²bnÂs¸« Hcp Imcyw temI¯nsâ GXp ap¡nepw aqebnepw tIcf¯nÂ \n¶pÅ 

sshZoItcbpw k\ymkn\nItfbpw ImWmsa¶pÅXmWp. \½psS kphntij{]hÀ¯IÀ 

B{^n¡bnepw D¯cþZ£nW Atacn¡bnepw, Bkvt{Senbmbnepw Hs¡bp v. C{Xam{Xw 

ssZhhnfnIÄ tIcf¯nÂ \n¶pw DÅXv F´psIm msW¶v aäp cmPy§fnÂ \n¶pÅ 

sa{Xm·mÀ Ft¸mgpw BÝcys¸Sp¶ Hcp ImcyamWv. temI¯nse aäp cmPy§fnÂ k\ymk 

ssZhhnfnIÄ KpcpXcambn IpdbpIbpw skan\mcnIfpw s\mhntjyäpIfpw AS¡pIbpw 

sN¿pt¼mÄ C´ybnÂ ssZhhnfn A`nhr²n {]m]n¨psIm ncn¡pIbmsW¶v BÀ¡pw a\

ÊnemIpw. Ct¸mgs¯ ØnXn hnhcIW¡\pkcn¨p k\ymkn\nIfpsS ssZhhnfnbnÂ sNdnb 

Hcp Ipdhv h¶n«ps ¦nepw skan\mcnIsfÃmw Ct¸mgpw sshZoImÀ°nIfmÂ k¼¶amWv. 

\½psS k`bv¡v ssZhw \evInb Cu henb Ir]bv¡v ssZh¯n\p \µn]dbmw.

temI¯nsâ FÃm AXnÀ¯nIfnepw t]mbn kphntijw {]kwKn¡phm\pw FÃmhtcbpw 

Úm\kv\m\w sN¿phm\pamWv \½psS IÀ¯mhmb tbip Xsâ injysc NpaXes¸Sp¯nbXv. 

"BIbmÂ \n§Ä t]mbn FÃm P\XIsfbpw injys¸Sp¯phn³. ]nXmhnsâbpw ]p{Xsâbpw 

]cnip²mßmhnsâbpw \ma¯nÂ AhÀ¡v Úm\kv\m\w \evIphn³. Rm³ \n§tfmSv Iev]n 

¨hsbÃmw A\pkcn¡phn³ Ahsc ]Tn¸n¡phn³.' (a¯mbn 28:19þ20). Cu injyXz¯nÂ 

IqsSbmWv \mw {InkvXphnsâ A\pbmbnIfmbn imizXamb PohnX¯n\p AhIminIfmIp¶Xv. 

AXn\pth n Hmtcmcp¯cpw ]m]¯nÂ \n¶v kzbw hnapàcmbn ssZhoIIr]

bmÂ \ndªp hnip²oIcn¡s¸SWw. ]m]tamN\¯n\pw hnip²oIcW¯n\pw 

th n ]nXmhmb ssZhw Xsâ kz]p{Xs\ AhnSp¶v Ab¨p. tbipinjy·mcpsS 

]n³KmanIfneqsS k`bnÂ Cu ZuXyw C¶pw XpScp¶p. Cu Aht_m[¯nÂ \n¶psIm mWv 
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Xncpk`sb ]m]tamN\¯n\pÅ hgnbmbn \mw ImWp¶Xv. Cu AÀ°¯nemWv k`sb c£bpsS 

IqZmi F¶v \mw ]dbp¶Xv. Cu ZuXyw \ndthäphm\mbn At\Iw sshZoItcbpw k\ymkn\n 

Itfbpw Xncpk`bv¡v Bhiyap v. C¶s¯ temI¯nÂ ]m]tamN\hpw hnip²oIcWhpw 

AXymhiyamb At\Iw t]cp v. F¶mÂ hfsc Ipd¨p sshZoIcpw kphntij {]tLmjIcpw 

am{Xta Ahsc \bn¡phm\pÅq. AXpsIm mWv kphntij¯nÂ \mw C§s\ hmbn¡p¶Xv 

þ "tbip AhcpsS kn\tKmKpIfnÂ ]Tn¸n¨pw cmPy¯nsâ kphntijw {]kwKn¨pw FÃm 

tcmK§fpw hym[nIfpw kpJs¸Sp¯nbpw FÃm \Kc§fnepw {Kma§fnepw Npän k©cn¨p. 

P\Iq«§sf I t¸mÄ, tbiphn\p AhcpsStaÂ A\pI¼ tXm¶n. AhÀ CSb\nÃmsX 

BSpIsft¸mse ]cn{`m´cpw \nÊlmbcpambncp¶p. Ah³ injy·mtcmSv ]dªp; hnfh[nIw; 

the¡mtcm Npcp¡w. AXn\mÂ, Xsâ hnf`qanbnte¡v the¡msc Ab¡phm³ hnfhnsâ 

\mYt\mSv {]mÀ°n¡phn³' (a¯mbn 9:35---þ38)

c mw h¯n¡m³ kq\ltZmknsâ {]amWtcJbnÂ (Optatam Totius, no.2) ssZhhnfn 

t{]mÕml\w FÃm It¯men¡cpsSbpw D¯chmZnXzamWsa¶p FSp¯p ]dbp¶p. kotdm 

ae_mÀ IpSpw_§Ä At\Iw ssZhhnfnIÄ D mIphm³ th n {]mÀ°n¡p¶hbmsW¶p 

Rm³ Dd¨phnizkn¡p¶p. Hcp sshZoIt\m, I\ymkv{Xotbm Hmtcm IpSpw_§fnepw 

D mIWsa¶v \½psS ]qÀÆnIcpw amXm]nXm¡fpw BßmÀ°ambn B{Kln¨ncp¶p. DÅnsâ 

DÅnse B B{Klw sIm mWv AhÀ s]mXphmbn sshZoIsc _lpam\n¡pIbpw Ahsc 

]än \ÃXpam{Xw kwkmcn¡pIbpw sNbvXncp¶Xv. k`bnepw kaql¯nepw sshZoIcptSbpw 

k\ymkn\nIfptSbpw A\nhmcyXsb¡pdn¨v AhÀ a\Ênem¡nbncp¶p. ssZhhnfnIfpsS 

_mehmSnsb¶p ]dbp¶Xv \nc´cw {]mÀ°n¡p¶ `ànbpÅ IpSpw_]Ým¯eamWv. amXm 

]nXm¡fnepw ho«nse apXnÀ¶hcnepapÅ ]Xnhmb IpSpw_{]mÀ°\bpw BßmÀ°amb 

`ànbpw Ip«nIfnepw AtX ioew hfÀ¯nsbSp¡m³ klmbn¡pw. AXpt]mse Xpey{]m[m 

\yapÅXmWv amXm]nXm¡fpw IpSp_mwK§fpw ssZh¯nsâ A`njnàsc Ipdn¨v \Ã A`n 

{]mb {]IS\§Ä IpSpw_§fnÂ \S¯p¶Xv. IpSpw_§fnÂ ssZh¯nsâ A`njnàscIpdn¨v 

tamiamb coXnbnÂ kwkmcn¡p¶Xv kzm`mhnIambpw Ip«nIfnÂ AhtcmSpÅ ASp¸hpw 

CjvShpw hfÀ¯m³ DXInÃ. sshZoItcbpw k\ymkn\nItfbpw Ipdn¨v \ÃXmWv Ip«nIÄ 

IpSpw_§fnÂ tIÄ¡p¶sX¦nÂ Ip«nIÄ XoÀ¨bmbpw Ahsc _lpam\n¡pIbpw 

BZcn¡pIbpw sN¿pw.

ssZhhnfn t{]mÕmln¸n¡phm³ IpSpw_§Ä¡v H¯ncnImcy§Ä sN¿m³ Ignbpw. 

IpSpw_amWv BZys¯ skan\mcn; AhnsSbmWv ssZh¯nsâ hnfn F¯nbXpw hfÀ¶Xpw. 

Ip«nIfnÂ ssZhhnfn t{]mÕmln¸n¡phm³ amXm]nXm¡Ä¡v Ignbpw. BZyIme§fnÂ 

Ip«nIÄ sshZoI\mIphm\pÅ B{Klw {]ISn¸n¡pt¼mÄ, AsÃ¦nÂ AhÀ Hcp 

]pX¸p (XpWn) IpÀ_m\ Ip¸mbambn [cn¨p ]ptcmlnX\mbn  A`n\bn¡pt¼mÄ amXm 

]nXm¡Ä Ahsc hmÕeyt¯msS ho£n¡pIbpw sshZoI\mIphm\pÅ AhcpsS Xmev]cyw 

Xnc n¨d nbpIbpw sNb vXncp¶p .  XoÀ¨bmbpw BZyIme§fnÂ hnImc nb¨·mÀ 

Ip«nIfpsS "BZÀiamXrI'Ifmbncp¶p (Role Models).  C¶s¯ Ime¯v Sn.hnþbneqsSbpw 

s]mXpam[ya§fneqsSbpw (Social Media) hfsc sNdp¸¯nÂ Xs¶ AhÀ hfscb[nIw 

BZÀiamXrIIsf I pap«p¶p. Xs¶bpaÃ hntZicmPy§fnÂ t]mbn Ffp¸¯nÂ ]Ww 

k¼mZn¡phm³ t\cnt«m AÃmsXtbm amXm]nXm¡Ä Ip«nIÄ¡v t{]cW \evIp¶p. {]hmkn 

PohnX¯n\ptijw \m«nÂ Xncns¨¯nb A]qÀÆw NnecpsS kpJtemep]amb PohnXhpw 

km¼¯nImhØbpw Ip«nIsf AXnte¡p BIÀjn¡p¶p.
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ssZhnfn t{]mÕmln¸n¡p¶XnÂ CShI hnImcnamcpw k\ymkn\nIfpw aäp klmbnIfmWv. 

]e sshZoIÀ¡pw k\ymkn\nIÄ¡pw AhcnÂ ssZhhnfn e`n¡phm³ {]tNmZ\w \evInb 

hnip²cmb sshZoIcpsS A\p`h§Ä D mIpw. CShIIfnÂ AhÀ \evIp¶ t\XrXz]mShw, 

amXrIm]camb {]mÀ°\m PohnXw, kmaqlnI {]Xn_²X, ]mh§tfmSpÅ ImcpWyw CsXÃmw 

bphP\§sf BIÀjn¡pIbpw AXneqsS AhÀ sshZoIcmIphm³ kzbw Nn´n¡pIbpw 

sN¿pw. BIbmÂ, CShIbnse \Ã Ip«nIsf Xncn¨dnªp ssZhhnfn t{]mÕmln¸n¡phm³ 

FÃm CShI hnImcnamtcmSpw A`yÀ°n¡pIbmWv.

CShIIfnse aXm²ym]IÀ¡v AhchcpsS ¢mÊpIfnse hnZymÀ°n\ohnZymÀ°nIfnÂ 

ssZhhnfn t{]mÕmln¸n¡phm³ Ignbpw. tZhmeb ip{iqjIfnÂ Ip«nIfpambpÅ \nc´camb 

CSs]SepIÄ hgn AhcnepÅ \Ã LSI§Ä Is ¯phm\mIpw.

{]hmknIfmb \ap¡pth n {]hmkn ]Ým¯e¯nÂ cq]oIrXamb \½psS cq]

XbnÂ tkh\w sN¿phm³ At\Iw sshZoIsc Bhiyap v. \½psS cq]Xbnse hnZqcamb 

Øe§fnÂt]mepw Ignª Ime§fnÂ kotdm ae_mÀ Bcm[\{Ia¯nÂ HmSn\S¶v anI¨ 

tkh\w sNbvX \½psS sshZoIsc Cu Ahkc¯nÂ \ap¡v IrXÚXtbmsS A\pkvacn¡mw.

k\ymkPohnX¯nte¡v \½psS bphP\§Ä ImWn¡p¶ XmÂ]cy¯nÂ Rm³ 

kt´mjhm\mWv. Ignª hÀjhpw Cu hÀjhpw km³tPm]pc¯psh¨p \S¯nb ssZhhnfn 

Iym¼nÂ CShIIfnÂ \n¶pw H¯ncn bphP\§Ä ]s¦Sp¡pIbp mbn. ^coZm_mZv cq]

Xbv¡pth n sshZoIcmIphm³ Xmev]cyapÅ Ip«nIsf sXscsªSp¡phm³ \½psS cq]XbpsS 

shmt¡j³ s{]mtam«ÀamÀ tIcf¯nse cq]XIfnÂ \S¡p¶ hnhn[ ssZhhnfnIym¼pIfnÂ 

kw_Ôn¡p¶p v. \n§fpsS \m«nepÅ IpSpw_§fnepw _Ôpan{XmZnIfnepw CShIIfnepw 

sshZoIcmIphm³ Xmev]cyapÅ Ip«nIsf Is ¯n Ahsc \½psS cq]Xbnte¡v 

sIm phcp¶Xv \¶mbncn¡pw.

skan\mcn hnZymÀ°nIsf klmbn¡p¶ ^ ns\]än Rm³ ap³]v hnhcn¨n«p tÃm. 

a\Êv Xpd¶p Rm³ ]dbpIbmWv H¯ncnt]À CXn\pth n apt¶m«ph¶p klmbn¨n«p v. CXnÂ 

]¦mfnIfmb FÃmhÀ¡pw Rm³ \µn]dbp¶p. sshZoI hnZymÀ°nIsf sXscsªSp¡p¶Xn\pw 

Ahsc ]cnioen¸n¡p¶Xn\pw AXn\pth nbpÅ [\klmbw kzcq]n¡p¶Xn\pw \½psS 

cq]X shmt¡j³ s{]mtam«Àamcmb dh.^m. ]oäÀ ImªncIm«pIcnbpw dh.^m. sjdn³ 

]p¯³]pcbpw sN¿p¶ tkh\§sf Rm³ IrXÚXtbmsS HmÀ¡p¶p.

`mhnbnte¡pÅ sshZoIsc ]cnioen¸n¡p¶Xn\pth n kz´ambn ssa\À skan 

\mcn \nÀ½n¡pIsb¶ \½psS ]pXnb ]²Xn Rm³ Cu Ahkc¯nÂ \n§fpambn 

]¦pshbv¡pIbmWv. \n§Äs¡ÃmhÀ¡pw Adnbmhp¶Xpt]mse Ct¸mÄ \½Ä sshZoI 

hnZymÀ°nIsf ]cnioen¸n¡p¶Xv tIcf¯nepw _nPvt\mdnepapÅ hnhn[ skan\mcnIfnemWv. 

kz´ambn ssa\À skan\mcn F¶ Cu kz]v\w km£mXvIcn¡phm³ ap³Iqdmbn Xs¶ Rm³ 

\n§fpsS klmbklIcWhpw ]n´pWbpw A`yÀ°n¡pIbmWv. Cu ]²XnbpsS ]qÀ® 

cq]tcJ X¿mdmbmÂ Rm³ \n§sf Adnbn¡p¶XmWv.

ssZhw \n§sf FÃmhscbpw kar²ambn A\p{Kln¡s«.

\n§fpsS kz´w ]nXmhv, 
amÀ Ipcymt¡mkv `cWnIpf§c
^coZm_mZv cq]XbpsS sa{Xm³

(ItcmÄ_mKnepÅ cq]XmImcymeb¯nÂ \n¶v 2015þmw B v amÀ¨v 23þmw XobXn Xn¦fmgvN \ÂIs¸«Xv.

NB: Cu CSbteJ\w 2015 G{]nÂ amkw 26þmw XobXn RmbdmgvN IpÀ_m\ at²y FÃm ]ÅnIfnepw RmbdmgvN IpÀ_m\bpÅ 

Øm]\§fnepw s]mXpP\§Ä¡mbn hmbnt¡ XmWv.)
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This Pastoral Letter is about promoting vocation 
to priesthood and religious life in the families, 

parishes and in the diocese.
On the occasion of the canonization of Saint 

Chavara Kuriakose and Mother Euphrasia  on 23 
November 2014 in St. Peter’s Squire, where I was 
also present, Pope Francis stated: “ I am delighted 
to join you in thanking the Lord for these two saints 
from Kerala. I avail myself of this opportunity to 
thank the Church in India and to thank the Church 
in Kerala for your apostolic strength and for the 
witnessing of faith that you have. Thanks a lot! 
Kerala is a land so fertile for religious and priestly 
vocations. Please go ahead with your witnessing…” 
The Holy Father has recognized the innumerable 
vocations to priesthood and religious life in Kerala. 

During my diplomatic services throughout 
the world, one thing that I have noted surprisingly 
is the presence of Kerala priests or nuns in every 
corner of the globe. We have missionaries in Africa, 
in South and North America, Australia etc. Bishops 
in other countries often ask why there are so many 
vocations in Kerala. While in other parts of the world, 
number of vocations to religious life has gone down 
drastically, and thereby seminaries and noviciates 
are being closed down, one can note a boom in the 
recruitment to the formation houses in India. Though 
statistically a break down could be noted, especially 
regarding the vocation to women congregations, 
seminaries are still houseful. Let us thank the Lord 
for this great blessing to our Church.

Jesus has entrusted the disciples the mission of 
going to confines to the world and preach the gospel 
and baptise everybody. "Go therefore and make 

disciples of all the nations, baptising them in the 
name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; 
(Matt.28,19-20). It is through discipleship that we 
become followers of Jesus and inherit the eternal 
life. For that, one should free himself from sins, filled 
with divine grace and get sanctified. God the Father 
has sent his only son for this process of sanctification 
and redemption. This mission is continued by the 
successors of the apostles and that in the Church. It 
is in that sense we say that Church is the sacrament 
of salvation. In order to do this mission, the Church 
needs priests and religious. The world today is direly 
in need of salvation and sanctification, but only few 
priests and leaders are there to guide them. That is why 
we read in the Gospel, “Jesus went throughout all the 
cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and 
proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing 
every disease and every affliction. When he saw the 
crowds, he had compassion for them, because they 
were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a 
shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest 
is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore pray 
earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out 
labourers into his harvest.”

The Second Vatican document on the vocation 
promotion, (Optatam Totius, no.2) underlines that 
promoting vocations is the responsibility of the 
whole Christian community.  I am sure that the 
families of the SMC had prayed for vocations; our 
parents and forefathers earnestly desired to have 
priests and nuns in the family. Out of this inner 
disposition, they respected the priests and spoke 
good of them in public. They have understood the 

Pastoral Letter

Archbishop Kuriakose Bharanikulangara 
Bishop of Faridabad

My dear sisters and brothers and dear children in Christ,
To all blessings of our Lord Jesus Christ.
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necessity of priests and religious in the community, 
in the Church. A prayerful family background is the 
nursery of vocations. The habit of family prayer and 
the spirit of devotion that exists in the parents and 
elderly members of the family inculcate the same in 
the children. Equally important is the comments of 
the parents and members of the family about those 
who are consecrated. If our children grow up hearing 
the parents and family members talking bad about the 
religious and priests, naturally they will not develop 
an attachment and affinity to them. Whereas if they 
hear good about them at home, they will respect them. 

Family can do a lot for promoting vocations. It 
is the first seminary where the Lord’s call is planted 
and grown. Parents can help develop priestly and 
religious vocation of the children. In the past, if the 
children express their wish to become priests or they 
“act priest” using a piece of cloth or blanket as Mass 
vestment, etc., parents used to observe affectionately 
and recognize their interest and attraction for becoming 
priests. In fact, in the past priests were the only “role 
models” for the children. Now a days through media, 
especially TV and social media, which the children start 
at a very early age, they get many other role models. 
Besides, directly or indirectly, parents instigate in the 
children the advantages of making money easily going 
abroad. Becoming a nurse and flying to Ireland or 
Australia will be projected as great before the children. 
The phenomenon of migration and the money they 
bring in and luxurious life of some returnees also 
attract the children.

Parish priests and religious are other agents 
of promoting vocation. Some priests and religious 
will have the story of an inspiring holy priest as the 
cause of their vocation. Their leadership in parish, 
exemplary prayer life, social engagement and care 
for the poor attract youngsters and make them think 
about becoming priests themselves. The parish priests 
are therefore, exhorted to identify good candidates 
from the parish and promote good vocations from 
them. Catechism teachers can also promote vocation 

to priesthood and religious life among the boys and 
girls of respective classes. Their constant contact 
and interaction with the students in the context of 
the church and liturgy would definitely help them to 
identify good elements.

Especially being  a diocese situated in the 
migrant background and for the migrant communities 
we need more priests to serve the community. We 
recall with gratitude the wonderful service our few 
priests did in the past, running here and there serving 
remote places and celebrating Syro-Malabar liturgy. 

I am happy that there is a good response from 
our youngsters towards religious life an vocation. 
Last year more than fifty boys attended the vocation 
camp organized by the diocese. This year also we 
are planning a vocation camp in Sanjoepuram for 
those who aspire to become priests in the diocese. 
More details will be given to you by the Parish 
Priests. At the same time, our vocation promoters are 
participating different vocation camps conducted in 
Kerala, in order to recruit probable candidates for the 
diocese of Faridabad.

About the sponsorship program for the 
seminarians, I had explained earlier. I am content that 
many have come forward to support this and I thank 
all those who are involved in that. 

I remember with gratitude the services of our 
vocation promoters Rev. Fr. Peter Kanjirakattukary 
and Rev. Fr. Sherrin Puthenpurakal who are 
taking care of the recruitment, formation and 
seminarians fund.

I take this opportunity to share with you our 
project of having our own Minor Seminary to form 
our future priests. As you know, now we are training 
them in different Seminaries in Kerala and in Bijnor. 
I solicit in advance your cooperation and support 
to realize that dream. As soon as the details of the 
project are finalized, I will be briefing you.

God bless you,
Archbishop Kuriakose Bharanikulangara,
Bishop of Faridabad Diocese
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Shri Narendra Modi, Prime Minister

Equal rights for 
all religions 
guaranteed

My government will 
ensure that there is 

complete freedom of faith 
and that everyone has the 
undeniable right to retain or 
adopt the religion of his or 
her choice without coercion 
or undue influence. My 
government will not allow any 
religious group, belonging to 
the majority or the minority, 
to incite hatred against others, 
overtly or covertly. Mine will be 
a government that gives equal 
respect to all religions.”

Cardinal George Alencherry
Archbishop Andrews Thazhath
Archbishop Kuriakose Bharanikulangara
Archbishop Anil Couto
Shri Arun Jaitley
Dr. Najma Heptulla,
Shri P.J. Kurien, Deputy Chairman, Rajya Sabha
Monseigneur Sebastian Vadakumpadan 

I am delighted to participate in this function 
to celebrate the elevation to sainthood of 

two great saints of Kerala – Saint Kuriakose 
Elias Chavara and Saint Euphresia. The whole 
country is proud of their recognition. Their 
elevation was preceded by that of Saint 
Alphonsa, who also hailed from Kerala.

The life and deeds of Saint Chavara and 
Saint Euphresia are an inspiration not only 
to the Christian community, but to humanity 
as a whole. They are shining examples of 
dedication to God through selfless service for 
the betterment of mankind.

Saint Chavara was a man of prayer and also 
a social reformer. In an era when access to 
education was limited, he stressed that every 
church should have a school. He thus opened the 
doors of education to people from all sections of 
society.

Few outside Kerala know that he started a 
Sanskrit school, and also a printing press. His 
contribution towards women’s empowerment 
was also noteworthy.

Saint Euphrasia was a mystic who dedicated 
her life to prayer and devotion to God.
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Both these saints dedicated their life to God 
through service of fellow beings. The ancient 
Indian saying: “+Éi¨ÉÉxÉÉä¨ÉÉäIÉÉlÉÇ¨VÉMÉiÉÊ½þiÉÉªÉÉSÉÉ” 
– welfare of the world is the way to moksha 
(salvation) – explains their life.

Friends,
Spiritualism is rooted in India`s heritage. 

Indian saints and Greek sages had intellectual 
and spiritual exchanges thousands of years 
back. India’s openness to new ideas is manifest 
in the Rig Veda: +ÉxÉÉä¦ÉpùÉ:GòiÉ´ÉÉäªÉxiÉÖÊ´É¶´ÉiÉ: Let 
noble thoughts come to us from all sides. 
This philosophy has guided our intellectual 
discourse since time immemorial. Mother 
India gave birth to many religious and spiritual 
streams. Some of them have even travelled 
beyond Indian borders.

The tradition of welcoming, respecting and 
honouring all faiths is as old as India itself. 
As Swami Vivekananda said: We believe not 
only in universal toleration, but we accept all 

religions as true.
What Swami Vivekananda had said a 

century ago holds good and will, for ever, not 
only for this nation but also for this government 
or for that matter any government in India, 
run by any political party. This principle of 
equal respect and treatment for all faiths has 
been a part of India`s ethos for thousands of 
years. And that is how it became integral to the 
Constitution of India. Our Constitution did not 
evolve in a vacuum. It has roots in the ancient 
cultural traditions of India.

Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore had inspired 
us to dream of a land where the mind is 
without fear and the head is held high. It is 
that heaven of freedom we are duty bound to 
create and preserve. We believe that there is 
truth in every religion. BEò¨ÉºÉiÉÊ´É|É¤É½ÖþvÉÉ´ÉnùÎxiÉ

Friends,
Let me now come to the issue which is 

central and critical for peace and harmony 
(Continued on Page no. 29)
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A new anti- 
conversion Bill will 
destroy peace and 
harmony Cardinal Alencherry

“Hon’ble PM Modiji, 
we do firmly hold that 

coversion is a matter of one’s 
personal decision and that 
conversion cannot be done 
through fraud or false  means.  
If anyone uses forceful ways to 
propagate one’s religion he/she 
is to be taken to task by the laws 
of the country.  Making new 
anti-conversion laws will pave 
the way for creating animosity 
among believers of different 
religions, thereby destroying 
the peace and harmony 
that exist today.”

Honourable Prime Minister Sri Narendra 
Modiji, honourable Ministers and my dear 

brother Bishops and distinguished guests on 
and off the Dias.

As it was already mentioned here India is 
a country of sages and Saints. We call them 
by various names: Samijis, Sadhus, Gurus, 
Sanyasins, Acharyas etc. In India it is the 
popular recognition that makes a person 
holy or saintly. In the Catholic Church the life 
witness of a publicly venerated person will be 
examined in different ways and his/her holiness 
will be approved by the Church through an 
official declaration by the Pope. This process of 
declaring a person Saint is called canonisation.

The Catholic Church in India has five such 
canonised Saints. They are St. Gonsalo Garcia, 
St. Joseph D. Vaz, St Alphonsa, St. Kuriakose 
Elias Chavara and St. Euphrasia. The latter 
three Saints belong to the Syro-Malabar 
Church of which I am the present head. St. 
Kuriakose Elias Chavara and St. Euphrasia were 
canonised recently on November 23, 2014 
and it is to celebrate their memory we have 
arranged this national meet of distinguished 
persons with your esteemed presence. We 
thank you very much for this generous gesture 
from your part.

The Syro-Malabar Church is the largest 
community of St Thomas Christians, also called 
Syrian Christians, who trace their origin from 
the evangelisation work of St Thomas, one of 
the twelve apostles of Jesus Christ in the first 
century AD.
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The Christian Churches in general, practice 
their faith assimilating the cultural elements 
of the country where they live. Therefore the 
allegation that Christianity is a foreign religion 
in India is not true to facts. We are Indian 
citizens who love our country and who have 
contributed very much to the nation building 
through educational, health care and social 
service activities. The Christians in India are 
only 2.3% of the total population and during 
the decades of the two previous censuses 
the population of the Christians got reduced 
to .5%. It is against this numerically small 
minority community that some have leveled 
complaints of proselytism. The Catholic 
Church, as you know well, is the champion of 
religious freedom and the Catholics in India 
wholeheartedly adhere to this principle. All 
the educational institutions run by the Church, 
some of which were established several 
decades before the Independence of India, 
admitted in its rolls students belonging to all 
religions and castes. Three former Presidents 
of India were students of Christian educational 
institutions.

St. Kuriakose Chavara whose sainthood we 
are celebrating today was not only a person 
of inestimable spiritual values but also a great 
social reformer. At a time when universal 
primary education was not thought of in 
Kerala or in any part of India, he asked all the 
churches to establish schools and open their 

doors to people of all religions and castes. 
When people who belonged to the upper 
castes were alone eligible for education, he 
changed the system by offering opportunities 
to people of all castes and religions to study 
in the schools of the Church. He also opened a 
school for the study of Sanskrit as mentioned 
by Sri P.J. Kurian. He left it open to all the 
students so that they could become proficient 
in the classical language of India.

St.Euphrasia whose canonization we are 
celebrating along with St.Chavara was a person 
endowed with great spiritual strength and 
values. Christianity whose essence consists in 
reaching out to the poor and the dispossessed 
and which values love of neighbor, irrespective 
of caste or creed, was fully alive in the life of 
St.Euphrasia.

Honourable PM Modiji, we do firmly hold 
that conversion is a matter of one’s personal 
decision and that conversion cannot be done 
through fraud or false means. If anyone uses 
forceful ways to propagate one’s religion he/
she is to be taken to task by the laws of the 
country. Making new anti-conversion laws 
will pave the way for creating animosity 
among believers of different religions, thereby 
destroying the peace and harmony that exist 
today.

Christians do not believe in revenge or 
retaliation. We do not support vendettas. But 
this shall not be taken by the evil doers as our 

(Continued on Page no. 30)
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You organized the meeting on 
17 February in which the Prime 
Minister addressed the Catholics 
of Delhi.  What did you seek to 
achieve by organising the meeting, 

which was the first of its kind for Prime Minister 
Modi?

The diocese of Faridabad organized the 
meeting on behalf of the Syro-Malabar Church, 
CMI and CMC congregations.  It was to celebrate 
the declaration of the sainthood of two saints of 
our country, St. Kuriakose Chavara Elias and St. 
Euphraisa at a national level in the capital.  Of 
course, we thought it appropriate that the honourable 
Prime Minister of India be present on the occasion.  
We hoped that the Prime Minister would honour 
the two saints as part of the heritage of our country, 
especially because they belonged to a minority 
community. 

We knew that the response of the Prime Minister 
was crucial as far as the minority communities are 
concerned.  The general public and particularly 
the minority communities were concerned and 
apprehensive about the conspicuous silence of the 
Prime Minister in the wake of the attacks against 
churches and Christian institutions.  Though 
some people took exemption to the constitutional 
provisions protecting the rights of the minorities, 
presuming acquiescence of the government to the 
vandalism against the Churches, we were of the 
opinion that the Prime Minister of the country could 
not remain silent on the subject any more, because it 
was, as some qualified it, “a Dangerous Silence.”  We 

also believed that the celebration of the elevation to 
Sainthood of these two Catholic saints will provide 
a platform and an opportunity for the honourable 
Prime Minister to declare publicly that at present he 
is the protector of the secular fabric of our country 
and of the rights of minority communities. 

There were 6 attacks in the last 11 weeks on 
the Christian Churches and other institutions in 
Delhi; It appears the Church there is rather upset 
about the BJP government’s attitude towards 
it.  Are you apprehensive about the BJP being 
communal and anti-minority in its approach?

Personally I never thought that BJP as such was 
communal and anti-minority in its approach.  But 
I had the impression that some groups attached to 
the BJP were communal and anti-minority in their 
approach, and that the BJP has to, at any cost, 
remain aloof from such groups and their anti-secular 
attitudes.  The common man in India today knows 
which these groups are.  More than the attacks on 
Churches, what worries me is the attitude of the 
government in this regard.  If they are to remain 
secular, attacks will have to stop taking place at all.  
Particular incidents can be dealt with strongly if 
there is political good will.

Did you find the speech of the Prime Minister 
reassuring, or do you think that he agreed to meet 
the Catholics because of the political exigencies 
of the situation arising from the BJP’s crushing 
defeat in Delhi?

We are happy about the speech of the Prime 
Minister.  Who in India, except the miscreants who 
would feel snubbed, would not?  I do not know how 

Diocese of Faridabad-Delhi prepared
a platform for the Prime Minister
[Msgr. Sebastian Vadakumpadan, General Convener of the February 
17 event of  Prime Minister explains the context of the PM's speech"]
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the victory of AAP has affected the BJP.  But this 
meeting was arranged earlier, and we had reasonable 
indications that Prime Minister would make use of 
the occasion to put an end to all speculations and 
apprehensions about his view of secular India.  He 
did it excellently well and we are happy about it.

Are you hopeful that the BJP will abide by the 
Constitution, eschewing fascist historical antecedents 
of their ideologues like Golwalker and Savarkar?

I am pretty sure that the Prime Minister and the 
BJP government will abide by the Constitution.  In the 
political history of India, no autocrat or any fascist has 
ever survived, especially in the hearts of the common 
man.  Examples are available for it at the centre and 
in Kerala.  The common man, though lacking in high 
academic credentials, loves the secular fabric of our 
country, People of different religious and cultures 

want to live side by side in peace and harmony.  Our 
people are not prepared to sacrifice democracy for 
anything.  The political history of our country is clear 
evidence that dictators, fascists, or terrorists, even 
when they can create unrest in the country, are not 
acceptable to our people.

How do you understand the rise of AAP as a 
new political culture in India? Do you see any hope 
of it becoming a national party?

AAP is a party with good will and they 
understand the needs of the people.  However a lot of 
circumstances, which even they did not count on, have 
favoured their rise to power.  If they live up to their 
promises and prove they can administer a State, they 
will be able to look forward to becoming a national 
party.  It is a Herculean task, but not impossible. 

Courtesy:  Light of Truth March 1 - 15, 2015

A new mission station was blessed and opened in 
Bathinda, Punjab in the diocese of Faridabad- 

Delhi, on 19th March 2015 by MST missionaries in 
the presence of many priests and hundreds of faithful 
and local people. Fr George Kurumullumpurayidom  
Counselor from MST Generalate Kerala Blessed the 
House and officiated  the Holy Mass on the feast 
day of St. Joseph who is the patron of the new 

NEW MISSION STATION IN BATHINDA

mission centre. In his inaugural address he thanked 
Archbishop Kuriakose Bhranikulangara, Bishop 
of Faridabad,  for his support and guidance and 
solicited the  prayer and support of the local faithful 
and other communities.   Fr Joseph Kulathukal MST 
is the in-charge of the Mission station. After the first 
house in Mohali this is the second house of MST 
missionaries in Punjab. 
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A Privileged Place of Encounter with the Gift of 
Love
The family is a subject of profound reflection by 

the Church and of a process involving two Synods: 
the recent extraordinary assembly and the ordinary 
assembly scheduled for next October. So I thought 
it appropriate that the theme for the next World 
Communications Day should have the family as its 
point of reference. After all, it is in the context of 
the family that we first learn how to communicate. 
Focusing on this context can help to make our 
communication more authentic and humane, while 
helping us to view the family in a new perspective.

We can draw inspiration from the Gospel passage 
which relates the visit of Mary to Elizabeth (Lk 1:39-
56). “When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the 
infant leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth, filled with 
the Holy Spirit cried out in a loud voice and said, 
‘Most blessed are you among women, and blessed is 
the fruit of your womb’.” (vv. 41-42)

This episode first shows us how communication 
is a dialogue intertwined with the language of the 
body. The first response to Mary’s greeting is given by 
the child, who leaps for joy in the womb of Elizabeth. 
Joy at meeting others, which is something we learn 
even before being born, is, in one sense, the archetype 

and symbol of every other form of communication. 
The womb which hosts us is the first “school” of 
communication, a place of listening and physical 
contact where we begin to familiarize ourselves with 
the outside world within a protected environment, 
with the reassuring sound of the mother’s heartbeat. 
This encounter between two persons, so intimately 
related while still distinct from each other, an 
encounter so full of promise, is our first experience 
of communication. It is an experience which we all 
share, since each of us was born of a mother.

Even after we have come into the world, in 
some sense we are still in a “womb”, which is the 
family. A womb made up of various interrelated 
persons: the family is “where we learn to live with 
others despite our differences” (Evangelii Gaudium, 
66). Notwithstanding the differences of gender and 
age between them, family members accept one 
another because there is a bond between them. The 
wider the range of these relationships and the greater 
the differences of age, the richer will be our living 
environment. It is this bond which is at the root of 
language, which in turn strengthens the bond. We do 
not create our language; we can use it because we have 
received it. It is in the family that we learn to speak 
our “mother tongue”, the language of those who have 

MESSAGE OF 
HIS HOLINESS 
POPE FRANCIS FOR
THE 49th WORLD 
COMMUNICATIONS DAY

(Continued on Page no. 31)
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(Courtesy : Summit Bulletin, 4-7 Feb 2015)
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Blessing of the Holy Oil during  Chrism Mass 
at Kristuraja Cathedral, Faridabad on 01.04.2015

Rev. Dr. Jacob Nangelimalil inaugurating traditional 
instruments Chendamelam coaching at 

Our Lady of Fatima Forane Church, Jasola.

Prime Minister is awarded with a memento of the 
celebration of Sainthood at Vigyan Bhavan, New Delhi 

on 17.02.2015

National Seminar on Mission Ad Gents in Ujjain, 
represented by Mrs. Rosamma George of our diocese.

Justice Kurian Joseph releasing “Philosophia 2014-15” 
a photo album prepared by the teachers and students of 

Infant Jesus School at Sanjoepuram

March - April 2015
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Palm Sunday celebration at 
Mary Matha Parish, Mayur Vihar II & IP Extn.

Palm Sunday celebration at 
St. Peter's Parish, R.K. Puram

Washing of the feet on Maundy Thursday 
by Mar Kuriakose Bharanikulangara  
at Kristuraja Cathedral, Faridabad

Easter Night Vigil Procession 
at Kristuraja Cathedral, Faridabad

March - April 2015

Palm Sunday celebration at 
Assumption Forane Church Mayur Vihar - III
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World News

Pope Francis has named 15 new cardinals from 
14 nations, including Tonga, New Zealand, 

Cape Verde and Myanmar, reflecting the diversity 
of the church and its growth in Asia and Africa.

Other cardinals hail from Ethiopia, Thailand, 
Sicily and Vietnam. 

Francis told faithful in St. Peter’s Square that 
the churchmen come from every continent and 
“show the indelible tie with the church of Rome to 

In his remarks following the Angelus on 
Sunday, 8 March 2015, Pope Francis had a 

special greeting for “all the women throughout 
the world who are seeking, every day, to build 
a more human and welcoming society.” Pope 
Francis continued with a “a fraternal ‘thank you’ 
for all those women who, in a thousand ways, bear 
witness to the Gospel and work in the Church.”

March 8th, celebrated around the world as 
International Women’s Day, is an occasion, he 
said, “to repeat the importance of women, and the 

necessity of their presence in life.” Pope Francis 
said, “A world where women are marginalized is 
a sterile world, because women don’t just bear 
life but transmit to us the ability to see otherwise, 
they see things differently. They transmit to us the 
ability to understand the world with different eyes, 
to understand things with hearts that are more 
creative, more patient, more tender.” The Pope 
then offered “a prayer, and a special blessing, for 
all the women present here in the Square, and for 
all women.” 

churches in the world”.
In addition to the 15 new cardinals – who 

are under 80 and thus eligible to vote for the next 
pope – Francis bestowed the honour on five older 
churchmen. He said they distinguished themselves 
for their work in the Vatican bureaucracy, and in 
diplomatic service in giving witness to their love of 
Christ and God’s people. Those included men from 
Peru and Mozambique. 

Pope Francis Names 15 New Cardinals 
from Across Globe

Pope greets
women
on International 
Women's Day
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Holy See diplomacy 
at the service of 
peace : Cardinal Parolin, 
Secretary of State of His 
Holiness Pope Francis

The Cardinal Secretary of State of His Holiness 
Pope Francis, Cardinal Pietro Parolin gave 

a Lectio Magistralis at the Pontifical Gregorian 
University of Rome, during the “Dies Academicus,” 
the annual study day dedicated to a theme that the 
different departments of the university analyze from 
the perspectives of various fields of study (theology, 
philosophy, history, culture, canon law, social sciences, 
missiology, psychology, spirituality, etc). This year's 
theme was “Peace: gift of God, human responsibility, 
Christian commitment.” The title of the Secretary of 
State's Lectio Magistralis was “The diplomatic activity 
of the Holy See in the service of peace.”

“The diplomatic activity of the Holy See is 
not content to observe events or evaluate their 
importance; nor can it remain merely a critical voice,” 
affirmed Cardinal Parolin. “It acts to facilitate the 
coexistence and cohabitation of various nations, to 
promote fraternity between peoples, where the term 
fraternity is a synonym for effective collaboration, 
true cooperation, harmonious and orderly, of a 
solidarity structured in favour of the common good 
and that of individuals. And the common good, as we 
know, has more than a link with peace. The Holy See 
works substantially on the international scene not to 
guarantee a generic security – made more difficult in 
this period of lasting instability – but to sustain an 
idea of peace as the fruit of just relations, of respect 
for international law, of the protection of fundamental 

human rights beginning with those of the least among 
us, the most vulnerable.”

“The diplomacy of the Holy See has a clear 
ecclesial function,” he added. “If it is the tool of 
communion that unites the Roman Pontiff with the 
Bishops at the head of the local Churches, or that 
guarantees the life of the local Churches in relation to 
the civil authorities, I dare say that it is also the vehicle 
of the Successor of Peter for reaching the peripheries, 
both ecclesiastically and in terms of the human 
family… In the field of civil society, which forms of 
ethical guidance would be lacking were the Holy See 
not present in different intergovernmental contexts, in 
the areas of cooperation, disarmament, the struggle 
against poverty, the eradication of hunger, care for the 
sick, and promoting literacy?”

Cardinal Parolin went on to explain that “papal 
diplomacy is entrusted with the task of working in 
favour of peace following the methods and rules 
that are applicable to subjects of international law, 
therefore formulating practical answers in legal 
terms to prevent, resolve, or regulate conflicts 
and to avoid their possible degeneration into the 
irrationality of armed force.” But, he concluded, “it 
is above all an activity that demonstrates how the aim 
pursued is primarily religious, and as such is about 
being true 'workers for peace,’ and not 'workers for 
war or at least agents of misunderstanding', as Pope 
Francis reminds us.” 

Photo taken during the UN General Assembly, New York
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Arise & Shine – Parish Visit at Burari, 
Bl. Mariam Thresia Church

DSYM Diocesan Executive Committee 
(DEXCO) visited Burari, Bl. Mariam Thresia 
DSYM unit  and Noida, St. Alphonasa DSYM 
uniton  8th & 22nd March 2015 respectively as part 
of Arise & Shine – Parish Visit of DSYM Central 
committee. It was indeed a fruitful evening with 
the youth with enlightening study class, interactive 
games and general interaction. 

Fr. Joseph Kannamthadam  MST (Benny) 
(Vicar) introduced the central team to the youth 

and led the introductory prayer. It was followed 
by the address of Fr. Jiju Thuruthikkara (Director-
DSYM). Joseph K. Antony (President-DSYM) 
led the study class on the challenges faced by 
youth today emphasizing on the youth’s role in 
the church and the society, faith formation, prayer 
and spirituality. It was followed by an interactive 
group-game focused on leadership qualities, led 

by Julia Joseph (Ex-Officio-DSYM). The DEXCO 
was able to clear the queries of the youth and 
provided them with guidelines for future youth 
ministry in the parish.

Fr. Joseph Muthuplakkal MST  (Vicar) 
introduced the central team to the youth. It was 
followed by the address of Fr. Jiju Thuruthikkara 
(Director-DSYM). Director along with Joseph 
K. Antony (President-DSYM) & Linu A. Koshy 
(General Secretary) addressed to the issues and 
queries of the youth. The unit youth members 
ensured active and enthusiastic participation with 
healthy conversation over various points for the 
strengthening of the unit level activities and the 
relationship of the center with the unit. 

DSYM Resource Team at the Outreach 
Visit to Anandashram led by JY & DSYM, 
Gurgaon

DSYM Resource team took part in the 
Outreach Visit of Jesus Youth & DSYM-Gurgaon 
to Anandashram (Home for disabled & orphaned 
boys) on Sunday 22nd March 2015 at Gurgaon.   
Almost 100 youth members participated in the 
program. Mr. Arun Thomas & Mr. Abhilash 
Joseph led the talk sessions. Interactive sessions, 
music were led by DSYM Resource team led by 
Julia Joseph (Ex-Officio-DSYM) & Akhil George 
(Music Ministry). Fr. Paul Madassery (Vicar-
Sacred Heart Church, Gurgaon) was present to 
support this noble initiative of the youth.

DSYM News
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To be held: Diocesan Leadership 
Training Camp & General Body Meeting

DSYM Diocesan Leadership Training Camp 
& General Body Meeting has been scheduled for 
Sunday 26th April 2015 from 10 am till 5 pm at Our 
Lady of Fatima Forane Church, Jasola-Okhla.  It is 
a certificate course that would be animated by an 
experienced resource-person in the field of Youth 
Ministry. DSYM Unit President, General Secretary 
and Youth Councilors are mandatorily required to 
attend the event. The Parish Priest/Unit Director 
can nominate up to two additional members to 
participate in the event. The registration fee for the 
Training camp is Rs.500 for each parish.

General News & Guidelines
All units where election is still due are 

required to elect new committee and provide the 
DEXCO with details of the executive committee. 
Kindly refer to the DSYM By-laws for all the 
rules, regulations & guidelines. All resources are 
download-ready at www.dsym.org.

Also, all are requested to keep updating the 
DSYM Directorate with the youth programs 
organized by your parish (Both intra-parish & 
inter-parish).  Stay tuned with our social media 
outreach at www.facebook.com/dsympage for all 
news and updates.
For any further queries/information contact:
Fr. Jiju Thuruthikkara (Director) 9810807214
Joseph K. Antony (President) 9971343207
Linu A. Koshy (General Secretary) 9990101479

DSYM eMagazine – Youth Beats – 
Upcoming issue

As decided by the DEXCO, under the patronage 
of Archbishop Kuriakose Bharanikulangara, Youth 
Beats, (e-Magazine of DSYM) published quarterly 
is being prepared. All the youth are requested to 
send in entries in the form of short articles, poems, 
drawings/paintings, unit news reports etc. to 
dsymyouthbeats@gmail.com. The theme for the 
upcoming issue is SPIRITUALITY. Last date to 
send entries is Monday 27th April 2015. 

Important Dates to Remember.
Annual Examination	 :	 April 12, 2015
Scholarship Examination	 :	 April 26, 2015.
Scholarship Valuation	 :	 May 2, 20015

For Scholarship examination the eligibility criteria is as follows; 
For Class I – V	 :	 Total marks 90% and above
For Class VI – XII	 :	 Total Marks 80% and above

Please inform the number of eligible students in each class for scholarship examination by April 20, so 
that we can make necessary arrangements.

Cash Prizes and Endowments
Department of Catechesis invites Sponsors for cash Prizes for Rank holders in Scholarship Examinations 

from next academic year. Parishes, Sunday school units, Individuals, organisations can donate for each class 
as endowments or as sponsorship. Kindly cooperate to encourage our children. Please Contact the Director 

Catechism News
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SJSS News

Baseline Survey in the Himalayas 
To stretch out the service of the society to the 

north end, SJSS Team visited Reckong Peo, District 
head quarter of Kinnaur, Himachal Pradesh. It is 
2290m in heights and 585 kms away from Delhi, 
highly affected by earth quakes and landslides. 
Every family has a story to tell about the horrific 
situations they face due to avalanche, land slide etc. 
Special thanks to our Bishop for advising us to go 
and mitigate the sufferings of the people of that end. 
We are expecting to work out the project in a fruitful 
way with the experience we had in the valleys of 
Kinnaur to help the villagers by rejuvenating 
the ecosystems for agriculture, livelihood and 
other traditional income generation activities by 
practicing adaptive methods to overcome their 
financial burdens. 

Safe & Save Drinking Water Drive
St Joseph’s Service Society had a very good 

starting in the first months of this year. The project 
team was fully active in various activities and reached 
beyond the limits. SJSS organized safe drinking 
water drive in all the villages with the support of 
MSW Students from Sree Sankaracharya University 
of Sanskrit, Kalady.  The team highlighted the 
importance of water preservation, water efficiency 
and Safe & Save Drinking water as the major 
awareness target on their sessions.  

Career Guidance Program 
A carrier guidance program was organized for 

the adolescent girls in three villages; Daleelgarh, 
Lahandla and Manchavali of Faridabad. Mr. Kiran 
Sebastian the resource person took a session 
on the opportunity for the girls in various fields 
like banking, nursing, defense, schools etc. He 
instructed the participants to have a dream about 
the career which help them to attain the same. 
Organization also organized a Life skill training 
program in these villages to orient them in this 
regard.

Gender Sensitization Program 
A session on Gender Sensitization was 

organized in Shahjahanpur village, Faridabad for 
the mothers group on 29/01/2015. Mrs. Ram Rosani, 
was the resource person of the event and the session 
motivated the community on taking steps against the 
gender biased violence. 

Public Toilet Facilities in Duliepur Village
With the support of the village Action Team, 

SJSS constructed common toilets for the villagers 
of Dulaipur. This was a great relief for the women 
community for accessing the facilities. This is the first 
toilet system in that village and highly appreciated by 
the villagers. 

Education Promotional Activities 
On 22nd Feb 2015 SJSS organized a half day 

training program in Dalelgarh & Lahandola villages  
for the adolescent girls on life skill development 
by Sr.Mancy and She took the session on the need 
of consciousness about the modern world and 
management of the life situation in a high cost 
communities. Adolescent clubs and other young 
mothers actively participated the session and group 
activities. These both villages, we are also running 
a special tuition program for the village children to 
help them to overcome their language barriers and 
efficiency to cope up with syllabus. 
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Sanjoepuram News
SANJOEPURAM HOSTED THE REGIONAL 
CRI

Sanjoepuram welcomed the CRI members of 
Faridabad region to HRDC on 14th February in this 
Year of the Consecrated. Fr. Sebastian Thekkanath 
proposed the word of welcome and appreciated the 
dedicated services that the religious do in the Church. 
Fr. Augustine OCD, provincial of Delhi province 
took class. Fr. Benjamin OCD, the president of 
CRI Faridabad and Sr. Veronica B.S., the secretary, 
coordinated the whole programme.  From 11.30 am 
to 12.30 all members gathered before the blessed 
Sacrament for holy hour. The election of the new 
office bearers also was conducted and Fr. Benjamin 
OCD is re-elected as the president.

JUSTICE KURIAN JOSEPH VISITED 
SANJOEPURAM

Sunday, 15 February, was a day of blessing for 
Sanjoepuram by the presence of Honorable Justice 
of Supreme Court Shri. Kurian Joseph. Fr. Sebastian 
Thekkanath welcomed  him and explained to him 
the activities of Sanjoepuram Children’s Village and 
then Justice met all the staff sisters and addressed 
them. He also spoke to the children and told them 
to make use of the opportunities opened to them at 
Sanjoepuram and distributed sweets for all.

PHOTO ALBUM RELEASED
A photo album prepared by the teachers and 

students of Infant Jesus School at Sanjoepuram 

“PHILOSOPHIA 2014-15” was released by Justice 
Kurian Joseph on 15th February during his visit 
to Sanjoepuram Children’s Village. The album is 
a collection of photos of the various activities of 
the school. It tells the diversified activities of the 
students of Infant Jesus School through pictures. 
By releasing the Photo album Justice Kurian Joseph 
appreciated the students for their innovative idea 
and skills.  

CLASS FOR SISTERS AT SANJOEPURAM

On 15th February there was a class on 
consecrated life for all the staff sisters of Sanjoepuram 
by Justice Kurian Joseph. He explained to them the 
new ways and means by which the sisters can find 
real meaning in giving oneself to others filled with 
love of God. He also appreciated the hard work they 
are doing for the marginalized girls in this part of 
our country. 

HOME DAY Celebrated at Sanjoepuram 
on 19th March

The feast day of St. Joseph, March 19, was 
celebrated as Home Day with various programmes. 
Msgr. Sebastian Vadakumpadan was the main 
celebrant at the Holy Qurbana. Fr. Sebastian 
Thekkanath, Fr. Rijo CMI and Fr. Varghese 
Ponthempally concelebrated. In his homily Fr. 
Sebastian Vadakumpadan explained how St. Joseph 
had led Sanjoepuram all through these years by his 
strong intercession. The holy Mass was followed by 
cultural programme by the children at HRDC Hall 
and Agape Dinner. 
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Family Apostolate News
The vocation and Mission of the Family in 
the Church and contemporary World.

Family Apostolate took the lead in organizing 
a one day discussion on 15th March 2015, at St. 
Augustine’s Forane Church Karol Bagh to discuss 
about the vocation and mission of the family in the 
church and contemporary world. The Lineamenta 
raised 46 major questions in three parts namely 
‘Listening, looking at Christ for solutions and 
confronting the situation’ covering almost all major 
areas of family life today. Msgr. Dr. Sebastian 
Vadukumpadan gave an excellent presentation 
of the topic to facilitate the discussion, making it 
easier for the participants to understand the depth 
of the questions. His Grace Archbishop Kuriakose 
Bharanikulangara spent some time in the discussion 

and reminded how important the topic is from the 
fact that an extra ordinary synod of bishops was 
called in October 2014 in Rome to study about the 
issues haunting the Christian families worldwide. He 
also mentioned that it was the wish of Holy Father 
Pope Francis that the universal church discuss about 
these issues and feedback given so that the same 
can be brought to consideration during the coming 
ordinary synod of bishops. Family Apostolate 
director Rev. Fr. Paul Madassery, Asst.Director Rev. 
Fr. Anoop, Rev. Fr. Jetto Rev. Fr. Rajan Punnackal, 
Rev. Fr. Lijo Thaliyath, Mr.Vincent Thomas, Mr. 
Joju, Mr.George Andrews and Dr.Mrs.Lisa Robins 
participated in the discussion. A report was formed 
in answer to the questions raised in the Lineamenta 
and sent to St.Thomas Mount.

Marriage Preparation Course dates for the year 2015:

(Course begins at 9 A.M. on Day 1(Friday) and ends at 5 P.M. on Day 3 (Sunday))
April 24, 25 & 26 July  3, 4 & 5

July 31,August 1 & 2 September 11, 12 & 13

October 16, 17 & 18 October 30, 31 & Nov.1st

November 27, 28 & 29 December 11, 12 & 13

Venue: Navinta Retreat House,  Opp. 251 Sukhdev Vihar Road, Next to Don Bosco Technical 
School, New Delhi-110 025,  near Fortis Escorts Hospital & Dev Samaj School.

As number of seats to each course is restricted, advance booking is compulsory.
Booking closes when the seats are full, then only urgent cases would be considered. Therefore book your 

seats well in advance (2 months to 1 week)
Booking charges Rs.100/-is included in the course fee. Booking can be cancelled free of cost till one 

week prior to the date of course. If booking is not cancelled within the stipulated time or if the candidate 
doesn’t turn up for the course after booking then Rs.100/- extra would be charged to the course fee next time.

How to book
1) By Email to mpcfaridabad@gmail.com 2) By sms to 7838567767        
3) By online booking at our web site   www.familyapostolatefaridabad.com
Information required for booking: 1) Course date you are planning to attend 2) Your name 3) Male or female 
4) Mobile No. 5) Email ID & 6) Parish (place).

Please bring along the registration form( can be downloaded from family apostolate website –www.
familyapostolatefaridabad.com) duly signed by the parish priest or a letter for the purpose, two passport size 
photos, Personal care things for 3 days’ stay and the course fee, when you come for the course. 
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CShI hmÀ¯IÄ

The Vincent de Paul society working 
under the parish has organized One 
Day Medical Camp for the parishners 
and other people as well on 8th March, 
2015. The medical team arrived 
from the Jaypee Hospital. Many of 
the parishners and others turned up 
to make the best use of the freely 
provided facility. With a purpose of 
taking care of the spiritual thirst of 
the people, the parish has introduced 
within its structural space, weekly 
prayer gathering and the night vigil. 
The parishners themselves, under the guidance of Fr. Renson Thekkinezhath, lead the prayer session. 
Many parishners do participate in it very actively and devotionally. It was on 8th March, 2015 that 
the parish was visited by the catechism promoters of the Diocese of Faridabad. The students did 
really make an impression on the promoters with their active participation in the Eucharist and in the 
catechism. After the catechism, the promoters had a meeting with the catechism teachers in which 
they appreciated their diligence in forming the children to be better Catholics and also guided them to 
make further improvements from their part.  The catechism students, under the guidance of Fr. Justin 
Muthanikkatt, from the class 1st to 5th were taken for a one day picnic around the Delhi city on 15th 
March, 2015. It was the great interest and the generosity of the catechism teachers that could make this 
picnic more successful one. All enjoyed to the maximum. 

ss{IkvXh ]mc¼cy¯nsâ HmÀ½Ifpambn ]p¯³]m\ hmb\
henb BgvNbpsS Bßob ssNX\y¯nsâ \ndhnÂ abqÀ hnlmÀ t^kv 2 & sF.]n. FIvÌ³j³ 

tacn amXm ]ÅnbnÂ ]mc¼cy¯nsâ HmÀ½ ]pXp¡n ]p¯³ ]m\ hmb\ \S¶p. {]nk¬ 

an\nkv{Sn C´y D¯ctaJem tIm HmÀUnt\äÀ ^m. tPm¬ ]pXphbpw ssI¡mc·mcmb 

tPmÀÖv sI.sP, tXmakv. hn.Fw F¶nhcpw t\XrXzw \evIn. CShI apgph\pw Cu ]p¯³]m\ 

hmb\ ip{iqjbnÂ ]¦psIm p. ]pXnb Xeapdbv¡v CsXmcp \hym\p`hamsW¶v ̂ m. ]pXph 

]dªp. AÀt®mkv ]mXncn F¶ PÀ½³ anj\dn sshZnI³ 1699þÂ tIcf¯nse¯n aebmfhpw 

kwkvIrXhpw ]Tn¨v X¿mdm¡nbXmWv BZys¯ {InkvXob IhnXm kamlmcamb ]p¯³ 

]m\. 14 ]mZ§fpÅ ]p¯³]m\bnÂ {InkvXphnsâ P\\w apXÂ D°m\w hscbpÅ 

Imcy§Ä cNn¨n«p v. t\m¼pIme¯v IpSpw_sam¶msI kmbmÓ§fnÂ ]p¯³]m\ 

hmbn¡p¶p. 12þmw ]mZw A½ I\ym . . . F¶p XpS§p¶ amXmhnsâ hnem]w s]klm 

hymgmgvNbpw Zp:JshÅnbnepamWv hmbn¡pI. . . \jvSs¸«pt]mb Cu ]mc¼cys¯ 

]p\ÀP\n¸n¡pIbmWv e£ysa¶v ^m. ]pXph ]dªp. 

Mary Matha Parish Mayur Vihar II & IP Extn.

Assumption Forane Church, Mayur Vihar III
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talks based on Bible, touching many needed aspect 
of daily life. Many people after having attending the 
vigil have experienced many visible changes like 
healing, miraculous transformation in personal and 
family life, and fulfillment of intentions they have 
specially asked for. Sharing experiences openly as 
witness inspires many to pray and deepen their faith 
and to draw more and more blessings to their life.
Chendamelam
Taking into consideration the need of an integral 
growth of a person, we planned to initiate 
opportunities to know the importance of art and 
music in our life with traditional instruments. As a 
result, we began training sessions for chendamelam 
including children, youth, and elders under the 
guidance of Sri Kunjuraman Marar who conducts 
coaching all over India and abroad. The first batch 
consists of 56 members.
Ootu thirunal (St. Joseph’s Feast)

This year also we solemnized the feast of St. Joseph 
with Novena and High solemn Holy Qurbana. Rev. 
Fr. Phinil Ezarath CMI, Assistant Parish Priest of St. 
Mary’s Assumption parish, Ghaziabad, celebrated 
Holy Mass and delivered wonderful thoughts on the 
great and holy soul St. Joseph. Many faithful in and 
around Jasola parish attended the feast and sought 
special intercession of St.Joseph and took part in the 
ootunercha. 

Ephphatha (Youth Mega Meet-2015-Feb- 22)

Our parish is blessed with a good number of 
energetic and dynamic youth. Ephphatha is a 
spiritual initiative undertaken by them for personal, 
social, spiritual renewal and transformation. It was 
proved by our youth on 22th Feb that they are not 
separated souls scattered here and there in Delhi 
are united in harmony, cooperation, prayer, thought 
and action. It was our 8th attempt in this regard. 
It brought together around 1000 bachelors and 
young people to spend one whole day in prayer and 
communion contributing their ideas, promising their 
valuable time and talents to work for the growth of 
the Church. This day was specially enriched with lot 
of blessings from Christ and inspiration especially 
through Rev. Fr. Shaji Thumpechirayil, a great 
musician, spiritual and charismatic leader. 
Evening vigil
Prayer, praise and thanks giving raised up from the 
heart in adoration to the Lord is the most wonderful 
offering one can make to the Almighty in return 
for everything he is for us. Night vigil that we 
have here in our parish on fourth Saturday of every 
month creates a heavenly atmosphere for the people 
to open out their heart to the powerful presence of 
Christ the healer. This prayerful evening vigil starts 
from 5 o’clock in the evening till 9:30 pm includes 
Rosary, Holy Mass, Confession, Praise and Worship, 
Counselling, Novena, Individual prayer for the 
people who are physically and spiritually sick and 

Our Lady of Fatima Forane Church, Jasola

CShI hmÀ¯IÄ
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Annual Retreat
St Alphonsa Church, Noida was blessed with a great 
occasion of reflection and renewal of the parishioners 
by the annual retreat held from 27th Feb, 2015 to 2nd 
March 2015, led by Fr Augustine Mundackatt V C 
and Team. It was really enriching with the showers 
of the Holy Spirit, and the entire community and 
the participants were really experienced God’s love 
through the blessings and healings received during the 
retreat. It was also an occasion for the parishioners to 
have Lenten season confession.  A large community 
presence was remarkably appreciated and the whole 
parish is in a renewal spree. There was a separate 
session for the youth and teenagers on 2nd March, to 
help them to overcome the new trends and its ills. 
Giving thanks to Almighty God for this wonderful 
blessings

St. Alphonsa Parish, Noida

St. Jude Parish, Sahibabad 

St. Francis of Assisi Forane Church, Dilshad Garden

CShI hmÀ¯IÄ

Pothuyogam
On 8th March 2015, there was a Pothuyogam to take 
urgent decisions on the process of acquiring the land 
and submitting the application to NOIDA Authority for 
the church land.  Rev. Vicar Fr Joseph Muthuplackal 
shared his view regarding the Plot Acquisition and 
there was a fruitful discussion on generating funds 
and various committees were formed.  This meeting 
helped the parishioners to work with renewed vigour 
and enthusiasm towards unity and achieve the goal. 

On 26th of January we celebrated the 2nd 
anniversary of our faith formation unit (catechism) since 
its formation in 2012. Due to the scarcity of finance and 
space, we did it in a small scale. Our children put forth a 
variety of cultural items. Rev.Fr. Kuruvilla Marottikkal 
our Forane vicar was the Chief Guest.

On 15th Feb, we gave a warm and heartfelt 
farewell to our Vicar Rev. Fr. Dominic Kachappilly 
after his two and half years of glorious service in our 
parish. It was his tireless and enormous hard work 
helped us to dream the possibility of having a place 

of our own for the worship of God. Otherwise we 
couldn’t have the rare possibility that too within a 
short span of time.

On 7th March our new vicar Fr. George 
Thoomkuzhy from Infant Jesus Palam church arrived 
our parish. On 8th of March, Sunday we gave him a 
warm and loving welcome amidst us.

On 19th March, St. Joseph’s Feast was celebrated; 
St. Joseph’s unit in our parish did everything possible to 
make this a great celebration.  Let us hold our together 
to practice, propagate and promote the faith we have 
received during this time of spiritual troubles. 

Importance of women in the family and society 
was once again reiterated on the occasion of 
women’s day celebration in the parish International 
Women’s day celebrated in the parish with the 
leadership of Mathrujyothis.  Arrangements and 
Leadership for Holy Mass,  Special Readings 
from Scripture, offertory, special karozuza prayers  

etc.,  were conducted by women leaders from 
parish. Special choir was led by women singers. 
Tea and snacks were distributed to all by Mathru 
Jyothis. Atrocities and violence against women 
was condemned in the message by the Parish 
priest. Womanhood is a gift from God and is to be 
respected and protected by all. 
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Santhome Messenger organizes 

Participants : Any family that prays any kind of family prayer can make photos and send to 
The Chief Editor, Santhome Messenger, Diocese of Faridabad-Delhi,  Bishop’s House, 
1B/32 N.E.A, Old Rajender Nagar, New Delhi - 110 060
or send your entries by e-mail : santhomemessenger@gmail.com before 15 May 2015.

(Prayer before meals excluded because there will be a competition only for that).

Selected items will be awarded prize and published in the SM.

All are welcome.

Theme : Family prayer

Next theme : My vacation 2015 
Church related activities there (Kerala or elsewhere) – last date 30 June 2015.

CShI hmÀ¯IÄ

hnPbhmUbnÂ sh¨v \S¶ Pq\nbÀ AsXeänIv aoänÂ 800 aoäÀ Hm«¯nepw 

KpPdm¯nÂ \S¶ kn._n.Fkv.kn. \mjWÂ AsXeänIv aoänÂ 800 aoäÀ 

Hm«¯nepw H¶mw Øm\hpw dm©nbnÂ \S¶ \mjWÂ kvIqÄ AsXeänIv aoänÂ 

4 X 400 aoäÀ dntebnepw, 800 aoäÀ Hm«¯nepw aq¶mw Øm\hpw t\Snb CShImwKw 

AtamPv tP¡_ns\ CShIbpsS t\XrXz¯nÂ A`n\µn¨p. hnImcn ̂ m. AeIvkv 

ap«¯v CShIbpsS D]lmcw k½m\n¨p. 

ImÂ¡mPn skâ v. tPmk v̂ CShIbnÂ amXrtPymXnÊnsâ t\XrXz¯nÂ 2015 P\phcn 26þmw 

XobXn CShIbnse FÃm A½amÀ¡pambn 1 aWn apXÂ 5.30 hsc Hcp skan\mÀ kwLSn¸n¨p. 
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in the contemporary world. The world is 
increasingly witnessing division and hostility 
on religious lines. This has become a matter 
of global concern. In this context the ancient 
Indian plea of mutual respect for all faiths is 
now beginning to manifest in global discourse.

This long felt need and urge for mutually 
respectful relations led to the interfaith 
conference on `Faith in Human Rights` at the 
Hague on tenth December, 2008. This was 
coincidentally also the 60th Anniversary of the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights by the 
United Nations.

Religious leaders representing every 
major world religion – Christianity, Hinduism, 
Judaism, Baha`i Faith, Buddhism, Islam, Taoism 
and indigenous religions met, discussed and 
pledged to uphold the Universal Declaration 
and of freedom of religion or belief.

In their historic declaration, this is how they 
defined what constitutes freedom of faith and 
how it is to be safeguarded.

We consider the freedom to have, to retain, 
and to adopt, a religion or belief, is a personal 
choice of a citizen.

The world is at cross roads which, if not 
crossed properly, can throw us back to the 
dark days of bigotry, fanaticism and bloodshed. 
This harmonious convergence among religions 
could not be achieved even when the world 
entered the third millennium. And now it has 
been. This shows that the rest of the world too 
is evolving along the lines of ancient India.

Speaking for India, and for my government, 
I declare that my government stands by 
every word of the above declaration. My 
government will ensure that there is complete 
freedom of faith and that everyone has the 
undeniable right to retain or adopt the religion 

of his or her choice without coercion or undue 
influence. My government will not allow any 
religious group, belonging to the majority or 
the minority, to incite hatred against others, 
overtly or covertly. Mine will be a government 
that gives equal respect to all religions.

India is the land of Buddha and Gandhi. 
Equal respect for all religions must be in 
the DNA of every Indian. We cannot accept 
violence against any religion on any pretext 
and I strongly condemn such violence. My 
government will act strongly in this regard.

With this commitment, I appeal to all 
religious groups to act with restraint, mutual 
respect, and tolerance in the true spirit of 
this ancient nation which is manifest in our 
Constitution and is in line with the Hague 
Declaration.

Friends,
I have a vision of a Modern India. I have 

embarked on a huge mission to convert that 
vision into reality. My mantra is Development 
ºÉ¤ÉEòÉ ºÉÉlÉ, ºÉ¤ÉEòÉ Ê´ÉEòÉºÉ In simple terms it 
means food on every table, every child in 
school, a job for everybody and a house with 
toilet and electricity for every family. This will 
make India proud. We can achieve this through 
unity. Unity strengthens us. Division weakens 
us. I sincerely request all Indians, and all of you 
present here to support me in this huge task.

Let the elevation to sainthood of Saint 
Chavara and Saint Euphrasia, and their noble 
deeds inspire us:

-to maximize our inner strength
-to use that strength for transforming 

society through selfless service
-to fulfill our collective vision of a developed 

and modern India.
THANK YOU. 

(Continue from Page no. 9)

Text of Prime Minister’s speech at Vigyan Bhavan, New Delhi, organized by Syro-Malabar Church on 17.02.2015
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weakness under which cover they can trample 
us down. During the past few weeks five places 
of worship and a school have been ransacked by 
people who are led by antichristian ideologies. 
This happened in this capital city. I thank you 
for having intervened promptly after the attack 
on the school and ordered an enquiry on the 
matter. I request your Honor to take the steps 
needed to provide protection to our Churches 
and institutions of service. As Archbishop 
Anil Couto has appealed I also request the 
recognition of the right of reservation for the 
Dalit Christians along with their counterparts 
in other religions.

Sab ka sath, sab ka vikas is your motto. 
We Christians are also working for the 
development of our nation. Jesus Christ came 
and lived for the uplift of the whole humanity. 
In the modern style of development through 
the corporate system we look also for equal 
provisions for the liberation of the poor 
sections of the society. We are with you for the 
overall development of our country.

Dear Modiji, as you know, there are certain 
forces that dream of a theocratic nation, 
making one religion as the state religion. For 
centuries India has been a country of religions 
and we are a model for other countries in 
the matter of religious harmony and human 
fellowship. Moreover, the lessons from the 
theocratic governments of the past in the 
western countries and those of the present 
times should impel us to keep away from 
theocracy and to maintain respect for all 
religions and protection of the minorities. In 
olden times it was the rulers who used religion 
for their exercise of power. In the present times 
it is the religions that try to hold the reins over 
the governments. In both ways theocracy wins 
and fundamentalism overpowers the society 
with violence and terror.

¨ÉÉxÉxÉÒªÉ ¨ÉÉänÒùVÉÒ ºÉ¤ÉEòÉ ºÉÉlÉ +Éè®ú ºÉ¤ÉEòÉ Ê´ÉEòÉºÉ 
+É{ÉEòÉ +Énù¶ÉÇ ´ÉÉCªÉ ½èþ* ½þ¨É <ÇºÉÉ<Ç ±ÉÉäMÉ ¦ÉÒ ¦ÉÉ®úiÉ 
EòÒ =zÉÊiÉ Eäò Ê±ÉB |ÉªÉÉºÉ Eò®ú ®ú½äþ ½èþ* |É¦ÉÖ <ÇºÉÉ 
¨ÉºÉÒ½þÉ iÉÉä ºÉÉ®äú ¨ÉÉxÉ´É VÉÉiÉÒ EòÒ =zÉÊiÉ Eäò Ê±ÉB ÊVÉªÉÉ 
+Éè®ú +{ÉxÉÉ VÉÒ´ÉxÉ GÚòºÉ {É®ú ¤ÉÊ±É SÉføÉªÉÉ* Ê´ÉEòÉºÉ Eäò 
+ÉvÉÖÊxÉEò ªÉÖMÉ ¨Éä MÉ®úÒ¤ÉÉå EòÉä +{ÉxÉÒ MÉ®úÒ¤ÉÒ ºÉä ¤ÉSÉÉxÉä 
Eäò Ê±ÉB ½þ¨É iÉxÉ ¨ÉxÉ ±ÉMÉÉEò®ú EòÉ¨É Eò®ú ®ú½äþ ½èþ* 
½þ¨ÉÉ®äú näù¶É EòÉä +ÉMÉä ¤ÉføÉxÉä Eäò ±ÉIªÉ ¨Éå ½þ¨É ¦ÉÒ +É{É 
Eäò ºÉÉlÉ ½èþ*

Ê|ÉªÉ ¨ÉÉänùÒVÉÒ VÉèºÉä ÊEò +É{É VÉÉxÉiÉä ½èþ, +ÉVÉ ¦ÉÉ®úiÉ 
¨Éå BèºÉä EòÉä<Ç ¶ÉÊHò EòÉ =nùªÉ ½Öþ+É ½èþ, VÉÉä vÉ¨ÉÇÊxÉ®ú{ÉäIÉ 
¦ÉÉ®úiÉ EòÉä iÉÉäb÷xÉä EòÉ EòÉäÊ¶É¶É Eò®ú ®ú½þÉ ½èþ* ¦ÉÉ®úiÉ iÉÉä 
ºÉÊnùªÉÉå ºÉä BèºÉÉ BEò vÉ¨ÉÇÊxÉ®ú{ÉäIÉ näù¶É ½èþ VÉÉä nÖùÊxÉªÉÉ Eäò 
ºÉÉ¨ÉxÉä BEòiÉÉ Eò BEò =kÉ¨É xÉ¨ÉÚxÉÉ ½èþ* +ÉVÉ Eäò ªÉÖMÉ 
¨Éå +Éè®ú ¦ÉÖiÉ EòÉ±É ¨Éå {ÉÎ¶SÉ¨É näù¶ÉÉå ¨Éå ½þ¨É näùJÉ SÉÖEäò 
½èþ ÊEò vÉ¨ÉÇiÉÆjÉ EòÉ ÊxÉ¶SÉªÉ ½þÒ ½þÉ®ú ½þÉäiÉÉ ½èþ* ªÉä ºÉ¦ÉÒ 
¤ÉÉiÉ ½þ¨Éå ÊºÉJÉÉiÉÉ ½èþ ÊEò vÉ¨ÉÇiÉÆjÉ ºÉä ½þ¨Éå nÚù®ú ®ú½þxÉÉ 
SÉÉÊ½þB, ºÉ¦ÉÒ vÉ¨ÉÇ EòÉ +Énù®ú Eò®úxÉÉ SÉÉÊ½þB +Éè®ú +±{É 
ºÉÆJªÉEòÉå EòÉ ºÉÆ®úIÉhÉ Eò®úxÉÉ SÉÉÊ½þB* {É½þ±Éä iÉÉä ¶ÉÉºÉEòÉå 
xÉä ¶ÉÉºÉxÉ Eäò Ê±ÉB vÉ¨ÉÇ EòÉ <ºiÉä¨ÉÉ±É ÊEòªÉÉ* ±ÉäÊEòxÉ 
+ÉVÉ Eäò VÉ¨ÉÉxÉä ¨Éá vÉ¨ÉÇ ¶ÉÉºÉEòÉå EòÉ ¦ÉÒ ¶ÉÉºÉxÉ Eò®úxÉä 
±ÉMÉú SÉÖEòÉ ½èþ* <xÉ nùÉäxÉÉä ÎºlÉiÉÒ ¨Éå vÉ¨ÉÇiÉÆjÉ EòÉ =nùªÉ 
½þÉäiÉÉ ½èþ, vÉ¨ÉÇÊxÉ®ú{ÉäIÉiÉÉ ]Öõ]õ VÉÉiÉÉ ½èþ, Ë½þºÉÉ EòÉ ¶ÉÉºÉxÉ 
½þÉäiÉÉ ½èþ +Éè®ú +ÉiÉÆEò ¡èò±É VÉÉiÉÉ ½èþ*

Let our country flourish with the plans and 
projects of your government and let there 
be peace and harmony among the people 
of diverse religions, languages and cultures 
holding on to the principle of unity in diversity. 
Once again thanking you for your encouraging 
presence I conclude.

Jai Iswar! Jai Hind! 

(Continue from Page no. 11)

Text of Major Archbishop’s speech at Vigyan Bhavan, New Delhi, organized by Syro-Malabar Church on 17.02.2015
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(Continue from Page no. 14)
gone before us. (cf. 2 Macc 7:25,27). In the family 
we realize that others have preceded us, they made 
it possible for us to exist and in our turn to generate 
life and to do something good and beautiful. We can 
give because we have received. This virtuous circle 
is at the heart of the family’s ability to communicate 
among its members and with others. More generally, 
it is the model for all communication.

The experience of this relationship which 
“precedes” us enables the family to become the setting 
in which the most basic form of communication, 
which is prayer, is handed down. When parents put 
their newborn children to sleep, they frequently 
entrust them to God, asking that he watch over them. 
When the children are a little older, parents help them 
to recite some simple prayers, thinking with affection 
of other people, such as grandparents, relatives, the 
sick and suffering, and all those in need of God’s 
help. It was in our families that the majority of us 
learned the religious dimension of communication, 
which in the case of Christianity is permeated with 
love, the love that God bestows upon us and which 
we then offer to others.

When we lessen distances by growing closer 
and accepting one another, we experience gratitude 
and joy. Mary’s greeting and the stirring of her child 
are a blessing for Elizabeth; they are followed by the 
beautiful canticle of the Magnificat, in which Mary 
praises God’s loving plan for her and for her people. 
A “yes” spoken with faith can have effects that go 
well beyond ourselves and our place in the world. 
To “visit” is to open doors, not remaining closed in 
our little world, but rather going out to others. So too 
the family comes alive as it reaches beyond itself; 
families who do so communicate their message of 
life and communion, giving comfort and hope to 
more fragile families, and thus build up the Church 
herself, which is the family of families.

More than anywhere else, the family is where 
we daily experience our own limits and those of 
others, the problems great and small entailed in 

living peacefully with others. A perfect family does 
not exist. We should not be fearful of imperfections, 
weakness or even conflict, but rather learn how to 
deal with them constructively. The family, where we 
keep loving one another despite our limits and sins, 
thus becomes a school of forgiveness. Forgiveness is 
itself a process of communication. When contrition 
is expressed and accepted, it becomes possible to 
restore and rebuild the communication which broke 
down. A child who has learned in the family to listen 
to others, to speak respectfully and to express his or 
her view without negating that of others, will be a 
force for dialogue and reconciliation in society.

In a world where people often curse, use foul 
language, speak badly of others, sow discord and 
poison our human environment by gossip, the family 
can teach us to understand communication as a 
blessing. In situations apparently dominated by hatred 
and violence, where families are separated by stone 
walls or the no less impenetrable walls of prejudice 
and resentment, where there seem to be good reasons 
for saying “enough is enough”, it is only by blessing 
rather than cursing, by visiting rather than repelling, 
and by accepting rather than fighting, that we can 
break the spiral of evil, show that goodness is always 
possible, and educate our children to fellowship.

Today the modern media, which are an essential 
part of life for young people in particular, can be 
both a help and a hindrance to communication 
in and between families. The media can be a 
hindrance if they become a way to avoid listening 
to others, to evade physical contact, to fill up every 
moment of silence and rest, so that we forget that 
“silence is an integral element of communication; 
in its absence, words rich in content cannot exist.” 
(BENEDICT XVI, Message for the 2012 World 
Communications Day). The media can help 
communication when they enable people to share 
their stories, to stay in contact with distant friends, 
to thank others or to seek their forgiveness, and 
to open the door to new encounters. By growing 
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daily in our awareness of the vital importance of 
encountering others, these “new possibilities”, we 
will employ technology wisely, rather than letting 
ourselves be dominated by it. Here too, parents 
are the primary educators, but they cannot be left 
to their own devices. The Christian community is 
called to help them in teaching children how to live 
in a media environment in a way consonant with 
the dignity of the human person and service of the 
common good.

The great challenge facing us today is to learn 
once again how to talk to one another, not simply how 
to generate and consume information. The latter is a 
tendency which our important and influential modern 
communications media can encourage. Information 
is important, but it is not enough. All too often things 
get simplified, different positions and viewpoints are 
pitted against one another, and people are invited to 
take sides, rather than to see things as a whole.

The family, in conclusion, is not a subject 
of debate or a terrain for ideological skirmishes. 
Rather, it is an environment in which we learn to 
communicate in an experience of closeness, a setting 
where communication takes place, a “communicating 

community”. The family is a community which 
provides help, which celebrates life and is fruitful. 
Once we realize this, we will once more be able to 
see how the family continues to be a rich human 
resource, as opposed to a problem or an institution 
in crisis. At times the media can tend to present the 
family as a kind of abstract model which has to be 
accepted or rejected, defended or attacked, rather than 
as a living reality. Or else a grounds for ideological 
clashes rather than as a setting where we can all learn 
what it means to communicate in a love received and 
returned. Relating our experiences means realizing 
that our lives are bound together as a single reality, 
that our voices are many, and that each is unique.

Families should be seen as a resource rather 
than as a problem for society. Families at their best 
actively communicate by their witness the beauty 
and the richness of the relationship between man and 
woman, and between parents and children. We are 
not fighting to defend the past. Rather, with patience 
and trust, we are working to build a better future for 
the world in which we live. 
(From the Vatican, Vigil of the Memorial of Saint 
Francis de Sales)
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