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ST. DEVASAHAYAM PILLAI

ayam was declared a
plessed on 02 December 2012 in
St. Xavier’s Cathedral of Kottar where
his body is buried. He was canonized
on 15 May 2022 by Pope Francis in

\W St. Peter’s Square, Vatican.
| \
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L Festal gree{mg;f to
ARCHBISHOP KURIAKOSE

BHARANIKULANGARA
on 15.07.2022

Fr. Arun
Madathumpady

Fr. Noby Joseph
Kalachira
3-July

Fr. Cyril Mathew
Kureekattu MST
15-July

Fr. Jake
Mangattu
25-July
Festal Greetings also to all our Rev. Sisters and Laity,

having Patron’s Day in July — August 2022

, .

Fr. Saji George Fr. Joice Fr. Jithin Fr. Shimon Fr. Sinoj
Valavil Pullyammakkal Kadayilan Cheenickal Pattathil
3-July 3-July 3-July 3-July 3-July
Fr. B°b¥1 Fr. Jacob Fr. Akhil Fr. Jacob Fr. Jacob

Kaiyalakkakathu MST Arackal Thattamparambil Nangelimalil Nayathuparambil
15-July 25-July 25-July 25-July 25-July
Fr. Jomon Fr.Tharun Fr.Tijo Fr. Sunil
Kalparambadan Cherukattuparambil ~ Chempanackal Panichempallil
5-July 25-July 25-July 28-August
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Bishop Thomas Anthonios Valiyavilayil, Bishop of Eparchy of St. John Chrysostom
of Gurgaon of the Syro-Malankara Church.
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On the Way to
Sainthood ... - &

Puthenparambil

e

(|

The Church in India which has inherited her faith from the Apostle Thomas in the first century itself
and later from foreign missionaries has given birth to illustrious sons and daughters of profound faith who
have reached the peak of holiness through the practice of their heroic virtues. Those who have imitated
the perfection of the heavenly Father are holy and bear witness to Christ. In India we have more than 40
persons who are saints or on the processes of declaring Saints. We are extremely happy that for the first
time a lay person from our country, Blessed Devasahayam, was officially declared a saint.

Devasahayam was born on 23 April 1712 in a village called Nattalam in Kanyakumari District of Tamil
Nadu, India. He was a strong Hindu by faith. While he was working in the palace of Travancore he received
the Good News from a Dutch naval officer named De Lannoy who was working under King of Travancore.
Neelakandan, the original name of Devasahayam, was totally shattered by the financial problem he faced.
Neelakandan happened to learn the story of Job of the Old Testament from De Lannoy those days. It is after
this incident he decided to receive baptism which was on 14 May 1745. Hindu leaders of his place were
disturbed very much because of his conversion to Christianity. He began to evangelize others and brought
some people to Christianity including his wife. He was asked to renounce his faith and was threatened
with cruel punishment. He did not mind the threat of his authorities. He was arrested, tortured and left in
the forests of Aralvaimozhi and there he was shot dead on 14 January 1752. He was very firm in his faith
and shed blood for his faith.

Devasahayam was declared a martyr and blessed on 02 December 2012 in St. Xavier’s Cathedral
of Kottar where his body is buried. He was canonized on 15 May 2022 by Pope Francis in St. Peter’s
Square, Vatican.
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In this context | would like to narrate the
various procedures, so that our readers of Santhome
Messenger may get a brief information on raising
a person to the Altar for public veneration in the
Church. By declaring some persons as Saints, Church
wants us to understand that they are powerful
intercessors before God on behalf of the faithful.
They are to be considered as models and examples
of sanctity for the imitation.

The essential element for the beginning of the
process of canonization is that the person has a
reputation of sanctity among the Christian faithful.
There are two levels of processes, diocesan level
and Vatican level. A cause can be commenced
after five years from the date of the death of the
person proposed for canonization. Roman Pontiff,
for pastoral reasons may give exceptions like
that of Mother Theresa or Pope John Paul Il. The
first person who is involved in the cause is the
petitioner. Petitioner has to appoint a postulator
who acts in the name of the petitioner before
the relevant ecclesiastical authority. He takes care
of the legal and procedural matters. When the
postulator requests the local bishop to initiate the
proceedings, he is also assuming the obligations to
meet all the expenses involved in the cause.

Bishop sets up a board of inquiry personally or
through his delegate. He has to verify that everything
is done in order according to the law and followed the
due procedure. At the diocesan level of inquiry, the
person is called as Servant of God. After this inquiry, if
Bishop comes to know about some negative elements
and if it is certain, he may not proceed further. But
if everything is positive, then Bishop sends a positive
report to the Congregation for the Causes of the Saints.
If the Congregation for the Causes of the Saints, after
consulting the Congregation of the Doctrine of Faith,
finds nothing against, then it will give approval to
proceed further. Bishop also appoints a Promoter of
Justice who will prepare the questionnaire to question
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the people who are brought by the postulator. The
Bishop will make a formal inquiry on either virtues
or martyrdom by constituting a diocesan board of
inquiry. All the officials of the inquiry have to take an
oath to maintain secrecy. The entire report is to be
prepared. All documents are to be translated and two
copies of all documents are to be made. The original
copies can be kept in the diocesan archive. Once the
Congregation states that everything is done properly,
then diocesan phase is closed.

Congregation for the Causes of Saints will study
the validity of the diocesan inquiry. A judgment
of the validity of the inquiry has to be made by
the commission of Cardinal Prefect, Secretary,
Undersecretary, Promoter of Faith, and Relater
general. The scrutiny is done whether the norms
have been followed. Relater with his assistants
prepares a summary on the miracle including all the
documents and testimonies. It will be studied by a
Medical Board and a Theological Commission along
with Bishops and Cardinals.

Ordinary meeting of Bishops and Cardinals is
the last collegial organ which judges the proposed
supernatural miraculous event based on the
information and the results which were conducted by
diocese, Medical Board and Theological Commission.

No one except the Roman Pontiff enjoys the
competence of taking a final decision that a true
miracle has happened through the intercession of the
servant of God. The Secretary of the Congregation
for the Causes of the Saints prepares the decree, and
it is officially promulgated by the Roman Pontiff in a
liturgical celebration.

Clarification of Certain Terms:

Servant of God: This title, Servant of God, is
given to a person from the time that the cause of his/
her canonization is initiated at the diocesan level.

Venerable: The title venerable is given to the
Servant of God once the decree on the heroicity
of virtues has been authorized and promulgated
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Trajectory of St. Devasahayam Pillai

Name by Birth

Born on

Baptized as

Shot Dead at

Died on

Place of Burial

Given the Title Venerable on
Beatified by Cardinal Angelo Amato
Canonized by Pope Francis on
Feast

by the Roman Pontiff. It does not give right to
public cult.

Blessed: The ceremony and declaration of
beatification by the Roman Pontiff at the end of the
procedures of inquiry at the diocesan and Roman
level bestows the title Blessed on the venerable
servant of God and permits the cult to honor the
beatified. This is expressed usually in the use of a
special Eucharistic liturgy and liturgical prayer but it is
always limited to a particular diocese, region, nation,
institute of consecrated life or Church sui iuris.

Martyr: Martyr is the one who gave testimony
to Christ with the supreme sacrifice of his/her death
and whom the Church recognized through canonical
process as a martyr of the Church. The Dogmatic
Constitution on the Church, Lumen Gentium, says: “By
martyrdom a disciple is transformed into the image
of his master who freely accepted death on behalf of
the world’s salvation, he perfects that image even to
the shedding of blood.” (LG.42). To declare a person a
Martyr, no miracle is required; for the canonization of
a martyr one miracle is required, after beatification.

Saint: Saint is a person who practiced in his/
her life the virtues to a heroic degree and is hence
recognized as such and is given public cult and
ecclesiastical cult by the ecclesiastical authority

Neelakanta Pillai

23 April 1712, Kanyakumari
Devasahayam (Lazarus)

Kattadimalai, Kanyakumari

14 January 1752, Aralvaimozhi

St. Xavier’s Cathedral, Kottar, Nagercoil
28 June 2012

02 December 2012, Kottar, Nagercoil
15 May 2022

14 January

following her/ his death and after having obtained
a thorough, rigorous canonical process, moral
certainty of his/her sanctity and of divine approval
of the Church’s decision which is manifested through
the concession of a miracle.

Difference between Beatification and Canonization:

Both, beatification and canonization are the
acts of Roman Pontiff. The supreme end of both is
glorification of God through veneration of those
closely imitated Christ. This imitation is by shedding
blood for faith or by following Christ intimately and
living the Gospel values to a heroic degree. One each
miracle is required both for beatification and for
canonization.

Canonization is a declaration of the Church’s
judgment considered as infallible. Beatification is a
declaration of the Church’s judgment, but it is not
considered infallible.

In Beatification, the cult is locally restricted, not
universal. Veneration is limited to a particular region,
nation, diocese, religious institution or Church sui
iuris, whereas in canonization, the cult is universal
veneration as there is no restriction. In canonization,
the Church commands the veneration of saints. With
canonization, the person is officially listed in the
catalogue of saints or martyrology. @
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ST. JOSEPH’S CHURCH, GURGAON

The consecration of St. Joseph Church at Sector 55 under the Lourdes Matha Parish, was indeed a
moment of pride. The consecration was held on 19th March 2022 by Archbishop Kuriakose Bharanikulangara
while Bishop Jose Puthenveettil was the co-celebrant. There was a public gathering, immediately after the
Blessing and the Holy Qurbana. The parish celebrated the Feast of St. Joseph, the patron saint of Mar Jose
Puthenveettil, and had some stage performances by Catechism students. A brief history presentation of
Lourdes Matha Church, including achieving this great milestone was the highlight of the programme.

14
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In addition to the Chief Guests, Msgr. Joseph Odanat, Rev. Sr. Smitha SD, Provincial Pushpadham
Province, Shri. Mahesh Dayama, Councillor etc. delivered felicitation speeches congratulating Lourdes

Matha Parishioners for this great achievement. The blissful evening was concluded with ‘Oottunercha’
by 9:00 pm. @
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The Punjab-Rajasthan Mission of

the CST Fathers is T“rning Gnld|

The Little Flower Congregation (CST) is ”
reaching the 50th year of its inception in the .
lands of Punjab and Rajasthan (1973-2023).
49 years ago, the Theresians landed Punjab
for the first time on April 18, 1973 at the
request of Rt. Rev. Dr. Symphorian Keeprath
the then bishop of the diocese of Jalandhar.
Later the mission was expanded to the
neighbouring state Rajasthan on October 19,
1982 at the invitation of Rt. Rev. Dr. Ignatius
Menezes the then bishop of the diocese of
Ajmer-Jaipur. Five decades after, the Punjab-
Rajasthan mission is now one among the four
provinces of the Congregation namely, the
Khrist Jyoti Province.

The jubilee celebrations were officially
inauguratedonApril 21,2022 withtheinaugural
Eucharistic celebration at 10:45 am followed by
the formal felicitation ceremony at Little Flower
Church, Hanumangarh Jn., Rajasthan. Rev. Fr.
Saju Kuthodiputhenpurayil CST, the provincial
superior of Khrist Jyoti Province welcomed
the invitees at the very outset. His excellency
Rt. Rev. Dr. Oswald J. Lewis, the Bishop the
diocese of Jaipur was the main celebrant of
the Holy Eucharist and Rt. Rev. Dr. Ignatius
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| Name | Place/Post

Fr. Mathew John Puthenparambil Karol Bagh, Diocesan Chancellor, Judicial Vicar May-15
Fr. Nidhish Thalachira St. Alphonsa Syro-Malabar Mission, Kot Ise Khan Jun-01
Fr. John Panthalipadan MST Vicar, Holy Family Church, Neb Sarai Jun-02
Fr. Shaju Pellissery CMI Principal, Infant Jesus School, Sanjopuram Jun-22
Fr. Babu Anithanam MST Diocesan Procurator Jul-02
Fr. Abin Kunnapilly Secretary, Liturgy Committee Jul-02
Fr. Aby Kizhakemandapathil St. George Syro-Malabar Mission, Kapurthala Jul-12
Fr. Ajeesh Palamattath Holy Rossary Syro-Malabar Mission, Rorewala Jul-12
Fr. Augustine Thonikkuzhy MST Vicar, Nirmal Hriday Church, Tagore Garden Jul-12
Fr. Mathew Azhakanakunnel Vicar, St. Jude Church, Ashok Vihar Jul-05
Fr. Babu Kattakkayam SDM Sacred Heart Syro Malabar Mission, Jaiu Jul-02
Fr. Binoi Panel ISCH Vicar, St. Joseph's Church, Kalkaji Jul-12
Fr. Martin Nalpathilchira Administrator, St. Joseph's School, Barnala Jul-12
Fr. George Mecheil MST Infant Jesus Syro-Malabar Mission, Mallanwala Jul-02
Fr. Noby Kalachira Director, Sanjopuram Jul-05
Fr. Shijo George Ottaplackal VC Vicar, St. Thomas Church, Janakpuri Jul-02
Fr. Shinto Kolathupadavil CMI Vicar, Lourde Matha Church, Gurgaon Jul-02
Fr. Sinto Vadakumpadan ISCH St. Joseph's School, Barnala, Resident Jul-02
Fr. Jithin Kadayilan ISCH Sacred Heart Syro-Malabar Mission, Jaitu Jul-02
Fr. Praveen Vathelil ISCH Sacred Heart Syro-Malabar Mission, Jaitu Jul-02

Menezes the bishop emeritus, diocese of Jaipur,
Rt. Rev. Dr. Agnelo Gracias apostolic administrator,
diocese of Jalandhar, Mar Jose Puthenveettil,
auxiliary bishop, eparchy of Faridabad, Very Reuv. Fr.
Jojo Varakukalayil CST, the Superior General, Rev.
Fr. Saju Kuthodiputhenpurayil CST the Provincial
Superior of Khrist Jyoti Province, and Fr. Francis
Kilivallickal CST the former Superior General of the
Congregation concelebrated. His excellency Rt. Rev.
Dr. Oswald J. Lewis lit the jubilee candle and set the
inaugural programmes on. Mar Jose Puthenveettil
gave the homily. The subsequent inaugural
ceremony was named as yobél. His excellency Rt.
Rev. Dr. Agnelo Gracias inaugurated the golden
jubilee celebrations by hoisting the jubilee flag
accompanied by the rest of the dignitaries. Rt. Rev.
Dr. Ignatius Menezes delivered the keynote address

and Very Rev. Fr. Jojo Varakukalayil CST presided
over the ceremony. Sr. Alphonsa FCC the Provincial
Superior of Maria Rani Province, Jodhpur
felicitated the CST fathers. The programme was
adorned with variety of programmes viz., releasing
of jubilee motto and logo, handing over of the
new house key, releasing of three jubilee special
publications — the autobiography of St. Therese
of Lisieux in Malayalam (Navamalika), yobél — the
jubilee special booklet, ‘prabu wal’ the collection
of articles on St. Therese of Lisieux, presentation
of jubilee action plans, throwback video of the
Punjab-Rajasthan Mission hitherto, honoring of
the pioneers and a traditional Rajasthani dance.
Provincial councillors Fr. Salj Puravalappil CST and
Fr. Joby Palankara CST extended welcome and vote
of thanks respectively. @
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LIVING A

Vocation is a state of living a way of life. The
oxford dictionary defines vocation as — feeling that
one is called to a certain kind of work, especially
social or religious. Some people are called to the
vocation of consecrated life, as a religious woman
or as a religious priest or a diocesan priest. Some
women and men are called to follow a vocation of
single life, either from start or acquired by marriage,
after a breakup or disaster. Some men and women
are called to the vocation of marriage. Each vocation
is a challenge and a joy to be lived, if lived sincerely.
Each vocation is considered difficult by the ones
called to live it.

This article is aimed at relating to singles who are
formed by life in the school of Holy Spirit put through
the crucible of suffering-stigma-toil to live their
identity as sons and daughters of God. While the rest
of the group has an edge on this group on account of
being officially recognised and looked up, under the
umbrella of the structured world and of the catholic
church or so.

I would attempt to place the lives of two people |
have seen live their life, which obviously is very hard.
Oneis alady and the other is a man. Both in their 40’s,
one is a woman living a single life in Kerala and the
other is the male gender in Karnataka in Bangalore.

Let us take an expedition into the life of the male
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gender from Karnataka. He earns his living by doing
business with some friends, runs an NGO for 15 years
now in the heart of the city of Bangalore and runs a
Catholic ministry, Know Your Faith - Ministry for Faith
Formation under Bangalore Catholic Charismatic
Renewal Services and Bangalore Renewal Task
Force. What he shares as his greatest challenge as a
single ministry man is asking for financial assistance
to run his NGO particularly because many Christian
sponsors come forward only to help if it’s Christian
in nature and goal. Secondly, his non-Christian
volunteers and sponsors under the present condition
and political climate of the country, are distancing
from supporting his NGO due to the shift in the
mind of the people and their radical views. They are
sceptical he is running an NGO to convert.

The fact that he comes from a secular school
of thinking is never upheld. He believes in being a
normal human person in the world, he doesn’t claim
to be a social worker or a super spiritual saint, he
wears his denim Tshirts and sunglasses, rides and
drives long drives, travels and explores, an outdoor
person, a single trying to experience the gift of life to
the fullest. This is also another reason for some
people to misunderstand his passion to help the
underprivileged children and the needy and at the
same time sharing the Gospel. People expect him to



be ordinarily dressed, keep a low profile and work
with the poor. Other pious, religious and spiritual
people expect him to be very spiritual and holy not
to mingle with what they consider as unholy to share
the message of Gospel. The struggles that this young
catholic single man faces are of a survival question in
the career domain of his ministry, steering an NGO
and of social struggles.

The single woman | know, lives in Kerala and she
is frequently isolated and wounded emotionally by
the women faithful of the catholic parish community.
She is frequently ostracised by the orthodox
maternal relatives in the Syrian catholic community.
She is never invited to attend marriage celebrations
of cousins and close relatives. She is scoffed at and
scolded by the wives of men she needs to work with,
to get odd jobs tied up or completed. This certainly
being an essential central piece in the society we live
in where interdependency is inevitably part of a chain
where lending help and taking help is required. She is
considered an object to be legitimately refused first,
by the clergy if she queues up along with seemingly
complete or seemingly intact wives living the vocation
of marriage.

Do | stand as an individual, as a diocesan priest,
consecrated religious priest or nun, a man or woman
living a different vocation to add to the struggles
of single men and women seeking and discerning
the path of the holy spirit? Let us ask ourselves
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and understand as Pope Francis exhorts us in the
chapter one of Evangelii Gaudium: “..let us go forth
to offer everyone the life of Jesus Christ... | prefer a
Church which is bruised, hurting and dirty because
it has been out on the streets, rather than a church
which is unhealthy from being confined and from
clinging to its own security. | do not want a church
concerned with being at the centre and which then
ends by being caught up in a web of obsessions and
procedures. If something should rightly disturb us
and trouble our consciences, it is the fact that so
many of our brothers and sisters are living without
the strength, light and consolation born of friendship
with Jesus Christ, without a community of faith to
support them, without meaning and a goal in life.
More than by fear of going astray, my hope is that we
will be moved by the fear of remaining shut up within
structures which gives us a false sense of security,
within rule which make us harsh judges, within habits
which make us feel safe, while at our door, people are
starving and Jesus does not tire of saying to us: “GIVE
THEM SOMETHING TO EAT”(Mk6:37).

Let us live our part, be it married or single or
consecrated without throwing stones at someone
else. It is the need of the hour in India whether in
Kerala or Karnataka to recognise single men and
women as a respectable part of church/parish
community. Be it single by choice or single widower
or single by catastrophe. @
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Name
Parents
Parish
Ordination

As | look back over the years, | realize the
Lord discreetly placed in my life circumstances
and individuals that opened my eyes to a priestly
vocation. No one pressured or even invited me
to think about it, but the climate was there.
My parents and grandmother surely kept me
grounded in faith. | was blessed to have many
exemplary pastors in our Syrian and Latin
parishes whose love of the liturgy and selfless
ministry attracted me. The Religious sisters of
our parishes and from our relation were also a
force to be reckoned with. God was planting
seeds in me regarding priesthood from a young
age. | remember as a small child playing Mass
with my siblings in the living room and imitating
the role of the priest. One of the highlights of
my young life that | still remember very well was
receiving my first communion and confirmation
from Bishop Mathew Anikuzhikattil, and | was
also very excited when | was finally old enough
to serve at Holy Mass.

| applied to St. Josephs minor seminary,
Kothamangalam and made a formal visit in
April after completing the high school exams.
| immediately sensed a family spirit; a sort
of collegiality and brotherhood among the
seminarians and priests, which | would later
discover for myself, is a hallmark of the diocesan
priests. That first years in formation at St. Joseph’s
was a blessed one. The daily rhythm of prayer was
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. .ll.:l"-,
Fr. Jake Mangatt
Babychan & Lissamma
Little Flower Church, Oonnukal
26/02/2022

accompanied with spiritual direction every two
weeks to a month and regular confession. And
the priests and religious on the formation staff
offered both encouragement and challenge as
my classmates and | engaged in the uncertain but
good work of discernment. | distinctly remember
a great difficulty | struggled with in that first
year — was | really called to the diocese? Had |
abandoned my vocation to the religious life? And
ifindeed | was called to be a diocesan priest, what
about all the hundreds of other such mission
dioceses that grace our Church? Christ entered
our world in a particular place and at a particular
time to encounter and engage those who, unlike
St. Paul, were born in a timely manner. And it was
all guided by God'’s Providence. After the first six
years of my seminary formation and university,
our Archbishop had planned to send me to Rome
for my theological studies. Those years helped
me to grow up with sensus Ecclesiae and to
sentire cum Ecclesia.

| can say that the priesthood is a wonderful
gift to me and to the Church. Please pray for
those of us who have already said yes to God’s
call. God has chosen us not because we are
the best qualified, but his grace is enough for
us to do his work. May his grace help us to say
yes to our vocation until we meet him face to
face. Proud to be the priest of the diocese of
Faridabad-Delhi. @
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“Therefore, it is not based on those who
choose, or on those who excel, but on Gods
mercy”.(Romans 9:16)

The ever-merciful God has lifted me, ahumble
and weak servant to His altar and bestowed upon
me His inexplicable grace of priesthood. | still
don’t believe that I'm worthy of this office, for
which even the holy angels aspire. But | trust His
words to St Paul that His grace is sufficient for me.
“My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is
made perfect in weakness.” (2 Corinthians 12:9)
Therefore | will boast all the more gladly about
my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest
on me. With St Therese of Lisieux | must say that
“My vocation is Love”. My vocation is a story of
love. A story of abundant and undeserving love
that | received from God, my parents, relatives,
friends, priests, sisters, brothers and everyone |
came across on this journey and finally my bishop
through whom God imparted His Divine Love on
me. And to manifest this love to those entrusted
to me is what | consider the primary aspect of my
vocation.

The basic parts of my vocation can indeed be
traced to the pious family of mine. Fr Sebastian
Sankoorikkal, who was my parish priest while
| used to serve at the Altar, was my very first
conspicuous inspiration to this lifestyle. Later on
this desire was nourished by the sisters and the
church sacristan by entrusting me with various
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Fr. Jomon Kaiparambadan
Vincent & Gracy

St. Marys Church, Alangad
26/02/2022

parts of the liturgy. | joined the Schoenstatt
community after my High school education and
started my seminary life. But after six years of
formation | left the Scheonstatt community. One
may wonder why | used the term ‘formation’ here
as | was mentioning about leaving a seminary. It
is because today | know that God was forming me
in a special way all those years.What | thought
was the end was merely the beginning. As we
all know that God works in mysterious ways.
After three years ofwork as accountant at Lissie
hospital,Ernakulam, with a bachelor’s degree in
English, | joined the Eparchy of Faridabad and
continued my journey with the lord. Following
two years of philosophical studies and regency
at Delhi, | pursued my theological studies at St
Joseph Pontifical Seminary, Mangalapuzha and
was finally ordained a priest in the Holy Catholic
Church at the age of 31.

“But we have this treasure in clay jars, so
that it may be made clear that this extraordinary
power belongs to God and does not come from
us.” (2 Corinthians 4:7)

I am well aware that it is not an easy task
that | have undertaken. Pray for me that | may
enter the holiest of the Holy Altar with cleansed
heart and cleared conscience and serve Him my
whole life. For from him, and through him, and in
him are all things. To him is glory, for all eternity.
Amen.(Romans 11:36) @
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Celebration of Feast of St. Joseph, The Patron
Saint of Bishop Jose Puthenveettil

The feast day of St. Joseph and feast of Bp. Jose
Puthenveettil were celebrated with great joy on
20th March 2022. The occasion was blessed with
the presence of Fr. Paul Panamkulam the Regional
Superior of the Schonstatt Congregation together
with fellow priests.

Visit of Bp. Prince Panengadan

The Punjab mission was blessed with the presence
and visit of Bp. Prince from 10th March to 14th
March. He visited many mission stations in Punjab
and interacted and shared his mission thoughts.
The priests in Punjab were blessed to receive a
monthly recollection talk from the bishop too.

Medical Camp at Infant Jesus Church, Mallewala
The Lenten observances became more meaningful
when the Mathruvedhi members from the
Mary Matha Syro-Malabar Church conducted a
medical camp in collaboration with CMC hospital
Ludhiana, at Infant Jesus Church Mallewala.
Almost 180 people could benefit from the camp.
The community really thanked everyone who
supported this event with medicines, services and
with finance.

Punjabi Course

One month Punjabi course was organised
at Prachodana for the new missionaries in
Punjab. Archbishop Kuriakose Bharanikulangara
inaugurated the course on 2nd April 2022. It
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was a great blessing for the parish community in
Ludhiana when the priests and sisters were with
them for almost one month for the Punjabi course.
The course was concluded on 10th of May. The
community thanked all the fathers and sisters for
being with them and for all the service received
during this time.

Sardana Pilgrimage

The parish members from Mary Matha Syro-
Malabar Church, Ludhiana had their annual
pilgrimage to St. Mary’s Basilica, Sardana on 3rd
April. The pilgrimage enlightened the spiritual life
of each parishioners.

SANTHOME MESSENGER

et

Food Distribution

The DSYM members of Ludhiana parish as part of
their social outreach program, organised a one
day food distribution program in one of the slums
near Ludhiana. Congratulations to all the youth
members.

Mr. Alex P. Sunil Awarded
Mr. Alex P Sunil, the Kaikkaran of Ludhiyana
parish, received the award instituted in the name
of former Indian President Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam
‘SEVA  SHREE AWARD’ from S.KULTAR SINGH
SANDHWAN, honourable speaker of Punjab
Legislative Assembly. It was a joyful moment for
the entire parish community. @

Prepared by: Fr. AbinPandarikunnel

Hearty Welcome to the new Priests and Sisters in Punjab Mission
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Scholarship Exams - April 2022

Catechism activities of 2021-22 were closed, with
the scholarship examination conducted on 24 April
2022. The exemplary cooperation and participation
of the students, teachers, headmasters, promoters
and the parish priests made everything go smoothly
as per plan. Congratulation to the following
students who are the first three rank holders of the
Scholarship Examination.

Class 5

Nethra Thomas, St. Alphonsa Church, Noida

Ann Mary Sunny, Little Flower Church, Lado Sarai

Ron S Immanuel, Holy Family Church, Neb Sarai,
(PushpVihar)

Class 6

Josias Jojo, St. Peter’s Church, R.K.Puram

Shreya Shanty, St. Jude Thaddeus Church,

Ashok Vihar

Marc Thomas, St. Alphonsa Church, Noida

Class 7

Johan Joshi, Assumption Forane Church, MayurVihar-Il|
Jasmine Saji, Assumption Forane Church, MayurVihar-lll
Joel Ninan, Infant Jesus Forane Church, Palam

Class 8

Abin Prince, Infant Jesus Forane Church, Palam

Alan Mathew, NirmalHriday Church, Tagore Garden
RiyuSheelu, St. Ephrem’s Church, VikasPuri

Class 9

Nia Stephen, Assumption Forane Church, MayurVihar-Il|
Alphet George, St. Joseph Church, Kalkaji

Emy Maria Varghese, St. Peter’s Church, R.K.Puram
Class 10

Aengela Soy, St. Joseph Church, Kalkaji

Aysel Maria Raju, St. Padre Pio Church, Rohini

Aaron Sunil, Nirmal Hriday Church, Tagore Garden
Class 11

Alina Mathew, Infant Jesus Forane Church, Palam
Shreya Joseph, NirmalHriday Church, Tagore Garden
Agnel Mary, St. Francis of Assisi Forane Church, Dilshad
Garden

Class 12

Aleena B. Joseph, St. Clarett Church, Gurgaon
JeslineVerghese, Infant Jesus Forane Church, Palam
Shania Jayan, St. Kuriakose Elias Chavara, Hari Nagar

Catechism Competitions

The various competitions were held at the Parish
level for different groups of students during the
academic year to spot talent and to demonstrate
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our children’s diverse capabilities. This is being
recognised by the certificate issued by the
catechism department.

Catechetical Year Inauguration 2022-23
Inauguration of the catechetical year 2022-23 will
be held on 26 June 2022 at the parish level. Each
parish catechism team will be working with their
respective parish priests to make this a memorable
event. In addition, the customary teacher’s seminar
would be organised at a later date.

Catechism Textbooks

Textbooks and supplementary books on saints are
ready for distribution to different parishes well
before the start of the academic year.

Catechetical emblem and Motto 2022-23
“Proclamation through Life Witness” is the motto
selected for the academic year 2022-23. The year
2022 marks the 1950th year of the Martyrdom of St
Thomas, and all parishes are planning special events
to commemorate this day. Befitting to the occasion,
the catechetical emblem for this year is based on St
Thomas. During the year, many activities are being
planned on this theme. @

Prepared by: Ranji Abraham
Secretary
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EPHPHATHA 2022

Celebrate Youthhood! Celebrate Christ!
“Arise! Testify joyfully that Christ is alive!

Spread his message of love and salvation among

your contemporaries, at school and university,

at work, in the digital world, everywhere.”
These words of Pope Francis inspired the youth
worldwide. Following this, ‘Ephphatha 2022’ took
this as its tagline this year. ‘Ephphatha’ is a unique
event hosted by DSYM Jasola of Our Lady of Fatima
Forane Church for all the youth of the Diocese of
Faridabad-Delhi. For the last 15 years, ‘Ephphatha’
has been inspiring, enriching and empowering the
youth of the Diocese. ‘Ephphatha’ usually falls in
February, and unfortunately, we had to postpone it
due to the worst Covid-19 pandemic wave.

After facing a lot of setbacks and cancellations
due to the emerging variants of the Covid-19, on
May 1st, 2022, the youth of DSYM Jasola hosted their
signature annual mega-youth gathering ‘Ephphatha
2022’ at Our Lady of Fatima Church, Jasola from
8.30 am- 5 pm. The event saw a footprint of over
550 vibrant and enthusiastic youth from various
churches across Delhi, spreading their vibrancy and
fire throughout the event. This time, the DSYM Jasola
marked their 15th year of reign with their grand event
‘Ephphatha’, solemnly graced and inaugurated by His
Grace Kuriakose Bharanikulangara, the Archbishop of
Faridabad-Delhi in the presence of Fr Babu Anithanam
MST, the parish priest, Fr Aby, the youth director, Fr
Tijo, Fr Arun, the diocesan youth director, Trustees
and Mr Jose Annamkutty. His Grace interacted with
the youth of his Diocese by inspiring them to use their

talents and technological facilities for the Church’s
and humanity’s good. It was indeed an icing on the
cake to have Mr Joseph Annamkutty Jose as the Chief
Guest for the event. Joseph is a renowned RJ, Author,
Motivational Speaker and Actor. With his effervescent
demeanour and a pleasant sense of humour, he
lightened up the room with bursts of laughter and
hooked the audience’s attention. The session saw
an influx of his life lessons, struggles and obstacles
and how he overcame those setbacks and came
out victorious. After the powerful session delivered
by Joseph, the energy of the youth was topped by
celebrating the Holy Mass and listening to the Word
of God.

As always, no event is complete without the
DSYM Jasola showing off their dance moves with their
particular choice of music and contaminating the
entire room with their jiggle. With multiple encores
of dance, the room was left with dripping sweats
and a joyful heart. The event turned out to be a huge
success giving respite and happiness to multiple
dozens of youth boggled by their struggles and
pressures. The whole event was successfully planned
under the leadership of Fr. BabuAnithanam MST, the
Vicar, along with Fr. Aby Kizhakkemandapathil and
Fr. Tijo Chempanackal, assistant parish priests, in the
company of Elbin and Jebin, our Youth Presidents,
Alvin, the event convenorand many other committees.
We thankfully remember all the youth who made an
effort to be a part of ‘Ephphatha 2022’ and the parish
priests of different parishes who inspired them.

We look forward to meeting you for another
chapter of ‘Ephphatha 2023". @
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Prepared by: Sheela Jose
Secretary
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Prepared by: Sherly Mathew
Secretary

FAMILY APOSTOLATE NEWS

MARRIAGE PREPARATION COURSE June/July 2022

The next online MPC is on 1st to 3rd July 2022.
The MPC will begin with an online introductory session for the parents of the candidates followed by an
icebreaking session for the candidates on Sunday, 26th June 2022. On 1st July we will begin the next sessions.

Those who wish to participate in the MPC, please book your seat well in advance

Online booking is available at our website www.familyapostolatefaridabad.com

You can also book by mailing to us at mpcfaridabad@gmail.com . The following data should be emailed: name,
mobile No. email ID, name and place of the Parish.

For further information contact on 8448812554. @

Wilson John, Coordinator (Family Apostolate)
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ST. MARIAM THRESSIA CHURCH BURARI

On 15th April, Fr. Ithhithara,
the former Parish Priest along with Fr. Tharun
Cherukattuparambil, the new Asst. Parish Priest

Varghese

offered the evening Holy Qurbana together,
where Fr. Tharun was welcomed by Fr. Varghese
to the Burari family. On 19th March, the new
Parish Priest, Fr. Antony Kalathil arrived in the
church and on 20th March both Parish Priest
and Asst. Parish Priest had taken their charge
officially. The trustees of the church, Mr. Philip
and Mr. Roy welcomed the priests on behalf of
the entire parishioners.

On 19th and 20th of April, St. Mariam Thressia
Church, Burari had Annual Retreat for the faithful
to reflect upon their lives and return towards
the Lord. This year the resource person for the
retreat was, Sr. Maria Jees (SD), who is known for
her enormous faith and God experience in life.
The two day retreat was mainly a wholesome
package of various incidents that took place in
sister’s life. The attempt was to bring in people
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closer to Lord through real life experiences.

St. Mariam Thressia Church had conducted
a two-day
catechism students of the church. The programme
was named as ELEOS, which mainly referred to an
act of compassion. It was conducted on 2nd and
3rd April, within the church building under the
able guidance of Parish Vicar, Fr. Antony Kalathil,
Asst. Vicar, Fr. Tharun Cherukattuparambil and
Br. Reeson. With the support and cooperation of
DSYM Burari and the Catechism Department of
the parish, the two day programme was a great

rejuvenation programme for all

success with a well-planned schedule. The main
intention of the event was to make children active
and engaged along with their own peers after 2
long years of lockdown process. Thus, ELEOS had
fun activities like various group games and action
songs along with the spiritual guidance with
regards to the topics like Sin, Repentance and

Confession. @
Prepared by: Glory Rose Roy
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ST. ALPHONSA CHURCH

On March 14, our parish bade farewell to Rev
Fr. Frijo Tharayil and wholeheartedly welcomed
Rev Fr. Abin Kunnappilly in the presence of our
Vicar General Rev. Fr. Joseph Odanat. Bouquet
was presented to both of them by our kaikarans
and the church documents were handed over to
the new priest.

3-days Lenten retreat was organized in St.
Alphonsa Parish, Noida from 1st to 3rd April. Rev.
Fr. Jibin Kandathil and Rev. Fr. Arun Purathettu
shared the message of Lent season that some of
our sins can be roadblocks in our life and we have
to return to our older self through confession.
Parishioners came together to sing, pray and
listen to the Word of God. There was way of the
cross, Holy Mass, insightful sessions, prayerful

SANTHOME MESSENGER

singing, and adoration on all the days.

CML members came forward to continue
the mission given to us as Christians to spread
the Word of God with our deeds and words. The
children collected clothes from parishioners to
give to the needful, a mission they call ‘Joy of
Giving’. On 6th March as we entered the Lenten
season, they took the initiative to distribute
clothes at an old age home in Jasola under the
guidance of our Parish Priest Fr. Frijo Tharayil. It
was one-of-a-kind experience for the children as
they interacted with the elderly destitute, came
to know about the hardships they faced and
realized that the Almighty God is our only hope

and motivation throughout our life. @
Prepared by: Nishita Abraham

ST. THOMAS CHURCH MOTIAKHAN

T R

The parish had Holy Week celebrations at
Gole Dakhana Cathedral, which were attended
by people from different parishes and they were
spiritually nourished by the meaningful rituals.

The community celebrated Mother's Day on
May 15. On that day the Mathruvedhi members
decorated the altar, arranged offertory etc. There
was a lucky dip and a special prize given to the
winner. After Mass we had the cutting of the cake
by the oldest person in the community. @
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SACRED HEART FORANE CHURCH GURGAON

On Women’s Day, the Parish priest

extended special greetings and prayers
to all the women in the Parish and he
has appreciated and acknowledged their
contributions to the Community.

A picnic was organized for the
Catechism teachers to Morning Star
Church, Najafgarh on 27th February.
Teachers along with the Parish Priest
with few of our Parishioners, set out for
the picnic at 9:30 in the morning. After

reaching the venue the teachers engaged
themselves in lot of activities and games. It was indeed a refreshing trip where the teachers took a day's
off from all their regular chores and spent time relaxing.

On the Feast Day of St. Joseph, Rev. Fr. Cyriac Thundiyil, the main celebrant of the Holy Mass, gave a
magnificent address about St. Joseph's inspirational life. The Community also paid tribute to all fathers,
husbands, and caretakers by giving each one a rose flower.

Lent season retreat conducted on 10th April. All the members of our parish actively participated in
the retreat and it was a great experience where all received lots of God’s blessings and were filled with

Holy Spirit. @
Prepared by: Jessy Roy

ST. THOMAS CHURCH JANAKPURI
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LOURDES MATHA CHURCH GURGAON

The parish had conducted Lenten season Annual Retreat on 3rd April 2022 at our Mass Centre.
Rev. Fr Paul VC from Devine Retreat Ashram Faridabad with his team had led the retreat. Also had
arrangements for confession. This helped to enter the Holy week well prepared.

The Solemn Holy Communion of 10 children at Lourdes Matha Parish was held at St. Joseph's

Church, Sector 55 on April 24 under the patronage of Bishop Jose Puthenveettil.
Prepared by: Gigy Joseph
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Lenten Retreat in Dilshad Garden parish was
preached by Rev. Fr. Soji Olickal and team from
Punjab from April 1 to 3. It gave the parishioners
opportunity to prepare spiritually for the Holy Week
to come. All the ceremonies of the Holy Week was
arranged beautifully and attended by hundreds of
people with renewed interest after Covid pandemic.
Good Friday ceremonies were officiated by His
Grace Archbishop Kuriakose Bharanikulangara
and his presence and message was spiritually
motivating. 50 members of the parish Mathruvedhi
prepared a spiritual thought video each all 50 days
of the lent and circulated in the parish group giving
inspiration to all the parishioners.

Special dedication to Our Lady in the month of
May was celebrated with one family unit reciting
the “Vanakamaasam” prayers each day after
the Holy Mass. Mothers’ Day was celebrated by
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the parish Mathruvedhi members honouring all
the mothers after Holy Mass on Saturday May
28. The members of the parish Nurses’ Guild
celebrated this year’s Nurses’ Day with the inmates
of “Aakaashapparavakal” at Mehrouli on May
29. A summer camp called “Euphoria 2022”was
conducted on June 11 & 12 for children and youth
of the parish by a team of Jesus Youth and the
participants enjoyed the programme with games,
talk and prayer.

Feast of St. Antony was celebrated with lot
of enthusiasm on Sunday, June 19, 2022 with
Fr. Arun Madathumpady, the Diocesan Youth
Director celebrating Holy Mass and giving a feast
day message. The feast was preceded by 9 days
of novena in honour of the saint. The celebration
ended with a procession and evening meal
together. @



Our major seminary brothers
receiving Diaconate, Minor
Orders, Vestition at St
Chavara Kuriakose Elias
Minor Seminary from His
Grace Archbishop Kuriakose
Bharanikulangara on
21.05.2022
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