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Hail Mary, full of Grace, s )
% the Lord is with you, blessed are you é S
among women and blessed is thez@(
\{uit of your womb Jesus. Holy o
5 Mary Mother of God, pray ; 4 :

& for us sinners now and
at the hour of
our death
Amen.
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Date October 23 24 & 25 (Frlday, Saturday & Sunday)

Convener : Msgr. Sebastian Vadakumpadan, Vicar General, Faridabad-Delhi Diocese

For more information: Bishop’s House, 1B/32 N.E.A, Old Rajender Nagar, New Delhi — 110 060
Ph: 011-25759160, 25812346, 9999669171
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Antony Ka

Bishop elect of Mandya Diocese

Rev. Fr. Abraham (Jose) Rev. Tiyo
Chempottickal Kochukavumpurath
9th October 9th October

Rev. Fr. Martin Rev. Fr. Gregorious (Jiju)@
Palamattam Thuruthikkara
3rd November 19th November

Festal Greetings to all our Rev. Sisters and Laity,
having Patron’s Day in October & November, 2015

Honouring Ms. Kavita, physically no vision, =
passed 12th Standard with highest mark in
Infant Jesus School, Sanjoepuram
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New Religious House of CST Fathers at Dwarka

Permission was granted to start a new religious house of the CST Khrist Jyoti Province, Punjab-Rajasthan
at Dwarka, New Delhi (Lisieux Bhavan, C-101, Plot No. 20, Sanghmitra Apartments, Dwarka, Sector 4,
KNew Delhi - 1100075) in the Eparchy of Faridabad-Delhi.

" Diocesan Liturgical Committee ) A

Archbishop Kuriakose Bharanikulangra =

has issued a decree constituting Ap pon‘tment

Diocesan Liturgical Committee with

Rev.Dr. Jacob Nangelimalil as Convener

andMsgr.Dr.SebastianVadakumpadan,  Rev. Fr. Cyriac (Siby)

Rev. Fr. Jetto Thottungal and Rev. & Kochalumkal CST,

Fr. Rajan Punnackal as members. The : Mission Coordinator of the
Convenor of the Eparchial Liturgical Committee Eparchy of Faridabad-Delhi in
will be ex-officio member of the Central Liturgical Punjab w. e. f. 07 August 2015
\Committee of the Syro-Malabar Church. Y, U ’
4 N

/

NAME OF UNIT

ASHOKVIHAR - ST. JUDE THADEUS CHURCH

AYA NAGAR - ST. MARY'S CHURCH

BURARI - BLESSED MARIAM THRESIA CHURCH
CHANDPUR - CHURCH OF NATIVITY

DILSHAD GARDEN - ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISSI CHURCH
DWARKA - ST. PIUS XTH CHURCH

FARIDABAD - KRISTURAJA CATHEDRAL CHURCH
GEETA COLONY - BLESSED KUNJACHAN CHURCH
GREATER NOIDA - ST. GEORGE'S CHURCH
GURGAON - SACRED HEART CHURCH

GURGAON - ST. CLARET CHURCH

HARI NAGAR - BLESSED KURIAKOSE ELIAS CHURCH
INDIRAPURAM - ST. JOHN PAUL Il CHURCH

JANAK PURI - ST. THOMAS CHURCH

KALKAJI - ST. JOSEPH'S CHURCH

KAROL BAGH - ST. AUGUSTINE'S CHURCH

LADO SARAI/HAUZ KHAS - LITTLE FLOWER CHURCH
MAYUR VIHAR PHASE-1 - ST. MARY'S PARISH
MAYUR VIHAR PHASE-2 & IP- MARY MATHA PARISH
MAYUR VIHAR PHASE-3 - CHURCH OF ASSUMPTION
MOTIA KHAN - ST. THOMAS CHURCH
MAHIPALPUR - AMLOLBHAVA MATHA PARISH
NAJAFGARH - SACRED HEART CHURCH

NOIDA - ST. ALPHONSA CHURCH

OKHLA - OUR LADY OF FATHIMA CHURCH

PALAM - INFANT JESUS CHURCH

PUSHP VIHAR - HOLY FAMILY CHURCH

R.K. PURAM - ST. PETER'S CHURCH

RADIO COLONY - BLESSED SACRAMENT CHURCH
ROHINI - ST. PADRE PIO CHURCH

SAHIBABAD - ST. JUDE CHURCH

SHABAD - ST. ALPHONSA MASS CENTRE

SOUTH EXTENSION - MOTHER TERESA CHURCH
TAGORE GARDEN - NIRMAL HRIDAY CHURCH
VIKASPURI - ST. EPHEREM CHURCH

Contributions received from the Parishes through Bishop's Appeal for the year 2015

ABA-2015
49,150.00
17,252.00
67,661.00
20,900.00

1,92,811.00
86,400.00
2,29,961.00
13,800.00
5,000.00
67,070.00
23,101.00
44,950.00
38,100.00
3,50,671.00
1,33,401.00
1,27,250.00
36,500.00
1,01,950.00
1,47,800.00
3,26,541.00
1,61,951.00
11,000.00
11,900.00
1,40,000.00
1,10,150.00
1,75,050.00
45,101.00
45,030.00
31,200.00
43,500.00
34,550.00
16,600.00
1,78,250.00
26,590.00
1,10,200.00
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PASTORAL LETTER

Archbishop Kuriakose Bharanikulangara
Bishop of Faridabad
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"Sincere thanks to all participants and in particular to the organizing Core Committee for the successful conduct
of Sanjoe Kalasandhya. May the good Lord recompense all your efforts in favour of our Diocese.”

Archbishop Kuriakose Bharanikulangara
Bishop of Faridabad-Delhi Diocese
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CATECHISM

Enrichment to Ireland Church

It is an honour to Department of catechesis and we
are very happy to see that Syro Malabar Church of
Dublin, Ireland is very much impressed with our
efforts in faith formation of next generation in the
Diocese of Faridabad especially in the migrated back
ground. They asked our valuable co-operation in the
field of faith formation by giving our innovative ideas
and teaching plans. Our Archbishop has entrusted Fr.
Director and Catechism Secretary to do the needful.

Promoter’s Visit

This year our promoters have begun their visit to the
catechism units by the Third Sunday of September.
The promoter’s visit report is the minimum basis for
the selection of Model Sunday Schools. So the HMs
and unit secretaries be prepared with all the records
and registers ready for checking.

Selection of Model Sunday Schools

The criteria for selecting the Model Sunday schools

1. How conducting the Catechism Classes using
their facilities and infrastructures

2. Teaching Efficiency of the staff.

3. Participation in the Catechism Mass.

4. Extra-Curricular activities on the basis of yearly
motto.

5. Reply and execution of the catechism central
directions.

6. Percentage of attendance in the central training
programmes and other programmes both teachers
and students.

7. Perfectly keeping unit’s records and clearing the
pending payments to the center.

8. The promoter’s visit report will be the minimum
basis for the selection of model Sunday school.

9. 1If it is necessary there may be re-visits of
promoters or the Catechism Director for the
selection of model Sunday school.

10. It is to be noted that the number of students or
the infrastructural conveniences having to the
centers’ would not be affecting the selection of
Model schools.

LOGOS 2015

LOGOS Quiz 2015 is conducted on September 27

Sunday, 2.00 pm to 3.30 pm. From our Diocese 3978

persons had registered for the same. Most Persons

registered parishes are follows:

1. Sacred Heart Forane Church,Gurgaon- 610 nos.

2. Our Lady of Fatima Forane Church,Okhla-Jasola
— 585 nos.

3. Assumption Forane Church, Mayur Vihar III —
546 nos.

Catechism Teachers’ Day:November 08

It will be celebrated on the following Sunday of the
feast of St. Charles Boromeo (4th November), the
patron of catechism teachers. This day is specially
set apart to remember and honour our teachers. The
gathering of all the teachers will be held on this day at
unit level.

FIRST SEMESTER EXAMINATION On

November 15

1. First semester examination will be held on
November 15, Sunday 2015

2. Every unit shall try to stick to the timing as far
as possible unless there is any sufficient reason
otherwise.

3. Question papers shall be prepared for each section
separately and provided from the centre.

THE LANTERN- Director’s Visit

The Director of Catechism Fr.Jiju Thuruthikkara
Visited Catechism Units (@ Tagore Garden, Karol
Bagh, Indirapuram-Vaishali, Dilshad Garden, Mayur
Vihar - III, Gurgaon Claret, and Laxminagar-Geeta
colony. He met and interacted with Parish Priests,
Parents, Teachers and Students. These were inspiring
and enriching interactions for the improvement of
catechism in unit levels. Fr. Director is also participated
as Guest on the Catechism annual day celebrations
of Mayur Vihar - I, South Extension and Ayanagar
Parishes. He addressed the gathering and conducted
prize distribution. Il
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SS ECHO DRR Team attended the Baseline
survey training program conducted in Pastoral

Center, Diocese of Lucknow organized by the
Funding partner of the project Caritas India from
6th to 8th Sep 2015. The project team got inducted
in wit project frame, possible activities, base line
surveys and reporting. The project team started
their activities in Reckong Peo, Kinnur Dist.. The
Official inauguration will be done in the month
of Nov. 2015.

In  Faridabad SJSS-SPED  Animators
conducted VAT meeting, Adolescent Club Meeting
and Girl Child Education program in 20 villages
as a part of their monthly activities. Animators
also visited Sarpanj’s House to know the status
of village elections and their availabilities during
this month.

SJSS distributed solar lamps to 28 girls who
got highest marks in the secondary examinations
in the last final examinations. The intention
behind this honoring was to motivate the parents
to promote girl child education in the above
mentioned villages. Rev. Fr. Joseph Muthuplackal
presided over the function and honored the girl
students. He emphasized the importance of
educating the girl children in the rural areas of
India for a better future in his address to the
gathering.

SJISS ECHO DRR Team conducted a two
day awareness programme on Gender Based
Violence for the women leaders selected from
various villages of Faridabad. Rev. Fr. Joseph
Muthuplackal inaugurated the training program
and gave a message that mothers are the true
blood wine of the villages and promoted
them to stand against the social evils. Adv
Neeraj Bhati LLB and Mr. Byju Kurain took
sessions on the training inculcating the values
of motherhood and the necessity to be aware
about the upcoming trend in violence against
women. They all took an oath to safeguard and
protect women and women rights all through
their life.

SJSS has led the training program on
GENDER organized by Society for Social
Development of the Northern Region- the
Regional Forum. The meeting was conducted in
Pastoral Center, Diocese of Shimla-Chandigarh
on 12th-13th Sept. 2015. Mr. Byju Kurian was
the main resource person for the training. The
participants were the selected representatives
from the 6 dioceses of North India.

The SPED Project team attended the final
evaluation program of the SPED —III project in
National Office, Ernakulam Kerala from 28 th to
30th Sept 2015.1
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ST. EPHREM’S CHURCH, VIKASPURI

1,2.4 October 2015

Parish Priest - Fr. Sebastian Moolechalil V.C,
Resident Priest: Fr. Joby Thonikara V.C.
Trustees Mr. Joseph Mathew and Mr. Zakaria Mathew

as::- : | -- gl 7 (K e i

he first Pastoral visit to St. Ephrem’s church
by Archbishop of Faridabad
Diocese His Grace Kuriakose Bharanikulangara
for three days started on 1st October 2015 at 9.A.M.
His Grace was received by Rev. Fr. Sebastian
Moolechalil V.C, Parish Priest, Rev. Fr. Joby
Thonikara V.C , Trustees Mr. Joseph Mathew and
Mr. Zakaria Mathew and Parish Council Members
at the Vincentian House, Krishna Park, Vikaspuri.
Rev. Fr. John Mylamvelil, Chancellor of the
Diocese also accompanied His Grace. Archbishop

Vikaspuri

began the pastoral visit with a brief review of the
overall activities, organizations, parish council etc.
His Grace also gave an opportunity to the parish
members to meet him personally. Archbishop with
the help of the Chancellor went through various
records, registers and account books and appreciated
the parish priest, trustees and parish councilors for
maintaining the records in a very organized and
systematic way. They also made few suggestions to
improve the record keeping.

In the afternoon Archbishop visited the Syro
Malankara Church in Uttam Nagar. His Grace also
visited Mr. Devasia K.T who is bedridden for the last
two years. It was really a wonderful experience for
them and they are grateful to His Grace for giving
time and for his prayers. Then Archbishop went to
Congregation of Mission House at Sainik Nagar and
also met the families of Little Flower Ward there. In
the evening, the Archbishop was the main celebrant
for the Holy Eucharist at Vincentian House, Krishna
Park. His Grace congratulated all those who were
celebrating the feast day of St. Therese. After the
Holy Mass he visited the Sacred Heart convent,
Shanker Garden and also met the family members
of All Saints Ward and attended the prayer meeting.

On the second day of the Pastoral visit, His
Grace was welcomed by the parishioners to the St.
Ephrem’s Church, Vikas Nagar at 9.30 a.m. It was
a special day for the church as six children were to
receive the Sacrament of First Holy Communion
and seven children were to receive the sacrament
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of Confirmation. His Grace was the main celebrant

for the Holy Eucharistic celebration. During the
Homily he explained the meaning and importance of
the sacraments. Archbishop emphasized the need of
family prayers and participation in Holy Eucharist.
After the Holy Mass His Grace participated in
the fellowship meal along with the First Holy
Communicants.

In the afternoon, Archbishop visited families in
the ward nos. one to five and seven to eight. The
families of each ward assembled in one of their
houses and arranged prayer meetings there. His
Grace met each family and interacted with them
and spent almost half an hour in each ward. Before
completing the second day of his pastoral visit His
Grace went to S.D. Convent, Budela and had dinner
there.

His Grace resumed his Pastoral Visit on the
third day with a Holy Eucharist celebration at
8 a.m. at parish church at Vikas Nagar. All the
parishioners attended this Holy Mass with great
enthusiasm. During the mass His Grace gave a
very beautiful message. Once again His Grace
elaborated the purpose of Pastoral visit. Archbishop
emphasized the need of creating an awareness that
this diocese belongs to them. One should be proud
of their ownership and belongingness. His Grace
also expressed his happiness over the contribution
and cooperation of all the parishioners to Diocese
of Faridabad. Archbishop once again congratulated
Rev. Fr. Sebastian Moolechalil V.C and Parish
Council Members for their able leadership and

maintaining all the records systematically and also
appreciated the Vincentian Congregation’s whole
hearted cooperation and sincere support for the
construction of the church and running the church
very efficiently.

After the Holy Mass His Grace addressed all
the catechism students during their assembly. He
was very happy to see that the children were very
disciplined and attentive. At 10 a.m. His Grace met
the Parish Council Members. The last year’s parish
report was presented and His Grace congratulated
the Parish Priest and council members for running
the church efficiently. Archbishop emphasized that
selfless service is required from each members for
success of the parish. His Grace also answered the
questions raised by the members.

The members of Mathru Jyothis met His Grace

at 11 a.m. The office bearers explained about their

activities. While appreciating their activities, His
Grace advised them to participate in the Diocesan
level programmes. In the meeting of DSYM
members a brief report of their activities were
presented and the Archbishop appreciated their
involvement in the church activities.

The meetings of the Catechism Teachers,
Choir group and Altar boys were held one by one
and His Grace appreciated all the good work they
are rendering to the church and also gave some
suggestions for their improvement.

The members of The Vincent De Paul Society
met His Grace at 12.00 noon. The secretary
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presented a brief report. His Grace was very happy

about the charity work undertaken by the society.
Archbishop informed that diocesan level set up will
be formulated soon for coordinating the activities in
all the parishes in the diocese.

After the meeting with liturgical organizations
His Grace visited Jeevodaya Ashralayam- a destitute
home run by S.D. Sisters — Vikas Nagar. His Grace
enquired about the well being of each inmate and
had lunch with them. This was the first visit to this
house by His Grace after its inauguration on 13th
August 2013 by His Grace himself.

His Grace visited the Ebenazer Marthoma
Church and met the parish priest, their parish
members and had a nice talk with them. His Grace
expressed his gratitude for all the help they are
rendering to our church and especially for the
ecumenical activities in the area.

In the afternoon from 3 p.m. onwards His Grace
resumed the Ward visit by attending the prayer
meeting in St. Alphonsa Ward — Uttam Nagar. At
4.30 p.m. His Grace went to Our Lady of Graces
Church, Vikaspuri and had a discussion with
Parish Priest and their Parish representatives, His
Grace explained our stand on returning of the Syro
Malabar Rite members who are still continuing in
the Latin Rite. At 5 p.m he visited the St. Joseph’s
Ward and met all the families there

His Grace attended the prayer meeting of St.
Judes Ward at 6 p.m. Archbishop met all the families
of this ward. At the end of his Pastoral Visit, His
Grace went to Paschim Vihar and there met all

the families of Paschim Vihar Prayer Group. This
prayer group includes both the wards of our church
in Pachim Vihar, the Malayalee families of Latin
Rite as well as Syro-Malankara Rite. His Grace
enquired the well being of each and every family of
this group. Lastly, Mr. Joseph Mathew, trustee on
behalf of the entire Parish, Parish Council Members
and all organizations expressed his sincere thanks to
Archbishop for this wonderful and tremendous visit.
He also thanked our parish priest for organizing the
Pastoral visit very successfully. After the prayer
and blessing, the Pastoral Visit came to an end with
a fellowship meal with all the families in the prayer
group.

In all the ward and group meetings, members
introduced themselves and Archbishop welcomed
queries and clarified their doubts. His Grace was
kind enough to have photographs with groups as
well as families.

This was a really very hectic schedule and
during these three days His Grace met all the
families in the parish, visited four religious houses,
three neighborhood parishes, administered the
sacrament of Holy Communion and Sacrament of
Confirmation and presided over Holy Eucharistic
celebrations. This Pastoral Visit provided a new
zeal and zest to our parish. These three days turned
out be a marvelous and blessed days for all the
families of St. Ephrem’s Church, Vikas puri, and we
sincerely express our heartfelt thanks to His Grace
Archbishop Kuriakose Bharanikulangara for His
valuable presence and guidance. l
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SANJOEPURAM

1. Sanjoe Puram joins with Green
Haryana Campaign

Sanjoepuram Children’s village and Infant Jesus
school joint with the District Forest Department
in making Faridabad more green and beautiful.
As part of Har Ghar Haryani - The district forest
department together with governmental and non-
governmental agencies distributing saplings of
various plants and encouraging to plant and protect
plants and trees. The district level inauguration of
this programme was organized at Sanjoe Puram
Campus. The programme was inaugurated by Rev.
Fr. Sebastian Thekkanath and the District Forest
Officer Mrs. Ranjitha IFS formally planted a sapling
and distributed the saplings to students.

2. Independence Day Celebrations at
Sanjoe Puram

On August 15th there was a solemn independence
At 8 a.m the
National Flat was hoisted which was followed by

day celebration in the Campus.

march past and drill by the students. Fr. Sebastian
Thekkanath presided over the meeting and Chief
Gust Mrs. Dr. Savitha Sharma a social activist,
inspired the students by sharing the stories of the
great national leaders, who had given their whole
life for nation building.

3. Sanjoe Puram celebrates
Independence Day with Faridabad
Prisoners

To share the joy of the national Independence
day, Sajoe Puram Children’s Village organized a
programme at Faridabad district prison. Rev. Fr.
Sebastian Thekkanath inaugurated the programme.
The Superintend of the Prison and other officials
also were present during the celebrations. More than
600 prisoners attended the function. The children
staged touching programmes, which shared the idea
of National Integration, Religious harmony and
Sr. Annmaria CMC coordinated
the whole programme. ll

mutual respect.

September - October 2015
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Saintly Fami

of Lisieux

Fr. Mathew Kumpuckal, CST
Little Flower Seminary, Malout

orn in Alencon, in France, on Thursday 2

January 1873, blossomed in Lisieux, St
Therese of Child Jesus is known as ‘the greatest
saint of the modern times’. She is the patroness
of the mission of the Church. Pope Pious XI said,
“Therese of Lisieux is the beloved daughter of the
whole world and the model of perfection of virtues
and the teacher of spiritual life”. She was canonized
in 1925 by Pope Pius XI and in 1997 Pope St. John
Paul declared her a “Doctor of the Church”. She is
also known as St. Little Flower of Jesus, a flower
that blossomed in the garden of the Martin family
in Lisieux.

Blessed Louis Martin and Blessed Zélie Guerin
were the parents of St. Thérése. . Both of them
were very pious and religious minded and had the
reputation of being extra-ordinary devout. They led
a luminous Christian family life and their exemplary
life inspired their children to follow Jesus and to offer
their lives for the kingdom of God. Remembering her
parents, their youngest daughter, St.Therese, wrote:
“My parents are living and precious stones sculptured
by the Holy Spirit” . Louis Martin (1823-1894) and
Marie Zelie Guerin Martin (1831-1877) will be the
first married couple with children to be canonized
in the same ceremony. Their canonization will take
place on October 18, 2015 at Rome. According to
Cardinal Angelo Amato, prefect of the Congregation
for Saints' Causes, “they lived an exemplary life of

faith, dedication to ideal values, united to a constant
realism, and persistent attention to the poor. They
serve as an extraordinary witness of conjugal and
family spirituality”.

1. Family History of Louis and Zelie

Louis Martin was born on August 22, 1823 in
Bordeaux, a place in France, and was the second
of five children. Louis settled down in Alengon, a
small city in France, and pursued his watch making
trade. Marie Zelie Guerin was born near Alencon on
December 23, 1831. Louis Martin and Zélie Guerin
eventually met in Alencon on July 13, 1858 when
Louis was thirty-four years of age and Zélie was
twenty-six. Without much delay they were married
and began their remarkable voyage together through
life. Of the nine children born to Louis and Zelie, two
boys and two girls died in infancy or early childhood,
causing incalculable sorrows to their parents. The
surviving five children were all daughters and all
grew up to enter religious life. Four of them Maria, ,
Paulin, Celine and Therese, the youngest one, joined
the Carmelite Contemplative Order in Lisieux and
Leonie joined Visitation Convent.

2, The Spiritual Basis of the Family of Lisieux
For Louis and Zelie, the Holy Family of Nazareth
was the perfect model of Christian family life and
they tried to imitate Mary and Joseph closely in all

-12- September - October 2015

SANTHREME
Messenger




the aspects of family life, even in their trials and
sorrows. In this spirit, Louis and Zelie lived a life
totally dedicated to their children, to the church and to
society at large, basing their devotion on the Christian
principles of love and service. Every morning they
attended the 5:30 morning Mass with their children,
prayed morning and evening as a family, carefully
observing as well Sunday services and the feasts
of the Church. Louis was a leader in the nocturnal
adoration of the Eucharist. Z¢élie, always the last to
go to bed, was often up till nearly midnight. There
were many demands on their time, but they gave it
generously to serve God and their neighbour. They
loved each other and their children. Yet it was the
Life of the Soul that took precedence over everything
else. Their heroic act in their lives was doing their
ordinary responsibility as parents towards their
children and neiboures in an extraordinary love
towards them and God.

Both Louis and Zelie greeted their children’s
vocations as a gift from God and thanked the Lord.
They profoundly respected the spiritual lives of their
daughters and reverently supported each in fulfilling
her vocation. Louis gave all of their children to
the church for the glory of God. St. Little Flower
remembers her parents and writes: “The Good Lord
gave me a father and a mother more worthy of
heaven than on earth”. Over time the proof emerged
that the family of Louis Martin of Lisieux was indeed
a Family of Saints. Regarding their prayer life she
reflects: “Mother taught us how to pray. I had only to
watch my Papa to know how the saints pray”. St.Little
Flower who is known for her Little Way says that
her home was her first school of spiritual life. Jesus
was the center of their Family life. Everything was
directed to Jesus and for Jesus. Bible was the light
of the family and the parents taught the children the
teaching of the bible to practise in their life. Sickness,
sufferings and repeated tragedies did not lead them
to despair, but rather intensified their love for each

other. In the fertile garden of the Martin Family

five flowers blossomed, consecrated to the Lord. It
was the youngest Flower of this garden that was to
become the Jesus’ “Little Flower” and the Doctor
of the Church.

3. Life of Love, Service and Suffering

Zelie, mother of Therese contracted a very painful
cancer. Celine, daughter of her , one who was
always with her mother, wrote about her last days:
“In the moments of anguish during her malady, her
sorrowful plea would rise to Heaven: © Oh! Thou Who
hast created me, have mercy on me” At the age forty-
six, on August 28, 1877, she died of breast cancer,
when Thérése was only four years old. Her husband,
Louis at the age of 63, experienced his first stroke
and was paralysed. After years of long suffering
and humiliation because of mental ill health, died
peacefully receiving the sacrament of the sick at the
house of Isidor Guirin at Evereux, Lisieux on July 29,

1894 and he was buried in the cemetery of Lisieux.

5. Martin’s Family: Model for Modern
Parents

In 2008 God called the Church to declare “Blessed”
the courageous spouses Louis and Zelie Martin. On
October 18, 2015, they will be called “Saints,” not
for the sake of their own glory, but to motivate us and
to show us a ‘lamb post’ on our pilgrim journey.
The saintly family of Lisieux where from came St.
Little Flower and other four cloistered nuns spread
the fragrance of holiness of Martin Family through
out the world. From 18th October their parents will
be venerated at the Altar of the Church. By declaring
them saints the Church calls upon all families to
center their lives on God, as did Louis and Zelie.
Parents are to foster love, holiness, and joy in their
homes. Every family is to be a “domestic Church”
that can provide a foretaste of heaven. The renewal of
the Church depends much on families like that of the
Blessed Louis and Zelie Martin, modelled after the
Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph. Il
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Mew religious house of the Khrist Jyoti
rovince (Punjab -Rajasthan) of the Little
Flower Congregation (CST Fathers) in the Diocese
of Faridabad-Delhi was blessed on 14th September

2015. His Grace Archbishop Mar Kuriakose
Bharanikulangara blessed the house and consecrated
the Chapel. Rev. Dr. Saji Nellikunnel CST, the
Provincial Superior welcomed everyone. The
decree of the permission to start a religious house
in the Diocese by the Archbishop was read by Rev.
Dr. John Mylamvelil, the Chancellor of the Diocese.
Rev. Fr. Thomas Anjilivelil CST, the General
Councillor read the letter of the Superior General
to erect an Ashram. Rev. Fr. Paul Kodiyan, the
Parish Priest, CST Priests from Punjab-Rajasthan,
Priests and Religious from neighbouring Parishes,
the Kikarans of Dwaraka and Palam and some of
the neighbours also were present for the function. ll

Martha Convent - Kot Ise Khan, Punjab

MA{
he blessing of Bethania Convent of the Sisters
of St. Martha Congregation took place on 10th

Sept.2015 at Kot Ise Khan, Punjab. This is the first
convent established exclusively for the Syro-Malabar
Rite in Punjab after the erection of the Eparchy of
Faridabad-Delhi in 2012.

The programme began at 06.30 p.m with the
blessings of the convent by Very Rev. Fr. Saji Nellikunnel
CST, the Provincial Superior of the Khrist Jyoti Province
of the CST Congregation. After the blessing, Holy

Qurbana was celebrated by the Provincial Superior and
con-celebrated by nine other fathers including Rev. Fr.
Siby (Cyriac) Kochalumkal CST, the Co-Ordinator
for the Syro-Malabarites in Punjab and Rev. Fr. Sunny
Charakunnath CST. Rev. Sisters from nearby stations
also joined to thank the Lord. At the beginning of the
Holy Qurbana Rev. Sr. Divia SMC, the Superior of the
Convent welcomed one and all.

Rev. Fr. Sunny Charakunnath CST preached the
homily in which he sought blessings of the Lord that
the Sisters here may become a ransom for the people of
the locality and make the convent a comforting place
for all. After the Holy Qurbana, Rev. Fr. Siby(Cyriac)
Kochalumkal CST congratulated Rev. Sisters on
behalf of the Bishop and all present. He especially
thanked Rev. Fr. Sunny Charakunnath CST for
painstakingly working for buying the land and making
all the arrangements for the convent. The programme
came to an end by 08.00 p.m with the agape. ll
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(4 CIf we love one another, God abides in us and his

love is perfected in us” (1 Jn 4:12).

This Sunday’s Scripture readings seem to
have been chosen precisely for this moment
of grace which the Church is experiencing: the
Ordinary Assembly of the Synod of Bishops on
the family, which begins with this Eucharistic
celebration.

The readings centre on three themes: solitude,
love between man and woman, and the family.

Solitude

Adam, as we heard in the first reading, was living in
the Garden of Eden. He named all the other creatures
as a sign of his dominion, his clear and undisputed
power, over all of them. Nonetheless, he felt alone,
because “there was not found a helper fit for him”
(Gen 2:20). He was lonely.

The drama of solitude is experienced by
countless men and women in our own day. I think

HOMILY

OF POPE FRANCIS

during the Mass for the
opening ofthe 14th Ordinary
General Assembly of the
Synod of Bishops

Vatican Basilica

of the elderly, abandoned even by their loved ones

and children; widows and widowers; the many men
and women left by their spouses; all those who feel
alone, misunderstood and unheard; migrants and
refugees fleeing from war and persecution; and
those many young people who are victims of the
culture of consumerism, the culture of waste, the
throwaway culture.

Today we experience the paradox of a
globalized world filled with luxurious mansions and
skyscrapers, but a lessening of the warmth of homes
and families; many ambitious plans and projects,
but little time to enjoy them; many sophisticated
means of entertainment, but a deep and growing
interior emptiness; many pleasures, but few loves;
many liberties, but little freedom... The number of
people who feel lonely keeps growing, as does the
number of those who are caught up in selfishness,
gloominess, destructive violence and slavery to

leasure and money.
P Y continue on page no.31...
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5th Cardinal Mar Varkey Vithayathil Memorial Bible Quiz DSYM Onam Celebrations at Jantar Mantar, New Delhi
P winners with Rev. Fr. Anoop Narimattatthil and
' Rev. Fr. Jiju Thuruthikkara
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Inaugurating Pastoral Visit at St. Ephrem's
Parish Vikaspuri

First Holy Communion Children
at St. Ephrem's Parish Vikaspuri

Mégr. Sebastian Vadakumpadan with FCC Convent Sisters,

Archbishop with Priests on the occasion of St. Thomas
- Patel Nagar on the occasion of Jubilee Year celebration

Parish Feast at Chandigarh on 13.09.2015
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ITWILL BE A HOLY YEAR OF MERCY - POPE FRANCIS

EXTRA ORDINARY JUBILEE OF MERCY
DECEMBER 8, 2015 — NOVEMBER 20, 2016
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HOW DO YOU BECOME A SAINT?

Pope Francis gives a hint

atican City: Find someone who

has never spoken ill of another
person, someone who has never
judged another — and they would
qualify for immediate canonization,
Pope Francis said.

The Pope celebrated Mass in
the Santa Marta residence on Friday,
stressing during his homily the
importance of the Christian values of
humility, forgiveness, and mercy.

His words followed a meditation

questioned the feasibility of the
path one must take towards a life
of love, mercy and generosity. “It's
beautiful, but how does one do it?”

Begin by blaming yourself
and having the courage to blame
yourself before faulting others,
he answered — this is the way to
mercy.

“If you cannot take this first
step, ask the Lord for the grace of
conversion,” Pope Francis said,

from St. Paul — “do not judge and you
will not be judged. Do not condemn and you will
not be condemned.”

“These days, the Liturgy has led us to consider
this, to reflect on this path of mercy, of forgiveness,
of the Christian way with these sentiments of
compassion, kindness, lowliness, meekness, and
patience,” Pope Francis said.

With a “generous spirit,” the Holy Father said,
Christians should let themselves be animated by
this virtue, which will lead them to “give all we
have, from our heart — to give love above all.”

The Christian way, according to Pope Francis,
requires forbearing one another with an attitude that
“leads to love, to forgiveness, to patience.”

However, Pope Francis warned against the
evils of hypocrisy, saying that everyone is at risk of
becoming too judgmental — even the Pope.

“Men and women who can't learn how to
acknowledge their own faults become hypocrites.
All of them? All of them: starting from the Pope
downwards,” he noted.

“The first step is to acknowledge our own
faults,” he said. He added that Christians everywhere
must be aware of their own failings before they
can “take the splinter out of our brother's eye” — a
reflection from the gospel words of St. Luke.

Although a beautiful sentiment, the Pope

noting that when one stops thinking
about the faults of others they will
have the time to consider their own downfalls.

For anyone who struggles with gossiping, they
should resist the urge to speak about others and
look inward — even performing an examination of
conscience if necessary, he said.

“Let's refrain from comments about others and
let's comment about ourselves. And this is the first
step along this path of magnanimity.”

“Because a person who can only see the
splinters in the eyes of others falls into pettiness: a
petty mind, full of pettiness, full of chatter.”

Anyone who continues down the path of
hypocrisy will be unable to partake in the Christian
vocation of peacemaking, compassion, patience,
and mercy, the Pope said. He then said that a person
with a judgmental attitude cannot be a Christian.

However, the Christian who forgives with love
and mercy will double their return.

“What will you receive? A good, brimming,
abundant overflowing amount will be deposited
within your bosom, because your journey shall be
measured according to the standard with which you
judge,” he said.

Pope Francis ended his homily with a prayer,
asking the Lord for the strength to follow the example

of St. Paul in generosity, forgiveness and mercy. l

SANTHREME
Messenger

-20-

September - October 2015




DSYM

Leader’s meet

DSYM organized a Leader's Meet on 16th August
2015 at Nirmal Hriday Church, Tagore Garden.
General Body members of DSYM Central were the
participants to it (Presidents, General Secretaries or
representatives of parish/units). It was a successful
discussion forum and has helped in the formulation
of future initiatives of DSYM. Rev. Fr. Antony
Lijo Thaliyath, Director, DSYM addressed the
General Body for the first time after taking charge
as the Director.

A general statement of issues and future initiatives
was issued on basic of this meeting, which shall be
implemented in the future working of the movement
both in Central and Unit/Parish levels.

3rd BILA on Youth at Sabah, Malaysia

3rd BILA (Bishop’s Institute of Lay Apostolate) on
Youth was organized by the Federation of Asian
Bishop’s Conferences (FABC) — OLF Youth Desk
at FSIC Pace Bene Retreat Centre, Kota Kinabalu,
Sabah, Malaysia from 3rd to 7th August 2015, on
the theme “Catholic Youth — Transformed by Christ
and his Church, Transforming Asia [Re-living the
experience of the Samaritan Woman (John 4)]” which
gathered about 100 delegates from 18 countries of
Asia, comprising of Bishops, Priests, Religious, Youth
Animators and Youth Leaders.

The Indian delegation representing Catholic
Bishop’s Conference of India (CBCI) comprised of
Rev. Fr. Deepak K J Thomas (Director-elect, ICYM
National Office), Percival Holt (Delhi Archdiocese),
Joseph K. Antony and Manju Philip (Both from
Faridabad Diocese).

Onam Celebrations 2015

Delhi Syro Malabar Youth Movement (DSYM)
conducted Onam 2015 program at Jantar Mantar on
27 September 2015 from 4pm onwards. The cultural

program and public function was held near Kerala

House, Jantar Mantar Road. It was the spirited decision
of the DEXCO (Diocesan Executive Committee) to
positively conduct it after the venue transposition due
to the extension of the Indian Army War Exhibition at
India Gate premises on a short notice.

Rev. Fr. Sebastian Vadakkumpadan (Vicar
General, Diocese of Faridabad) visited the gathering
at the beginning and conveyed his best wishes for
the initiatives since he had to leave for another event.
Rev. Fr. Deepak KJ Thomas, OCD (ICYM National
Youth Director), Shri George Kallivayalil (Delhi
Bureau Chief-Deepika), Lt. Col. Ramesh were guests
of Honour who shared their joy of Onam festival and
the appreciated the efforts of the youth of the Diocese.
Various parishes from across the Diocese of Faridabad
presented cultural programs including Onapattu,
Vanjipattu, Thiruvathira, Puli Kali etc. The event was
concluded with the singing of National Anthem and
distribution of Ada Pradhaman payasam to all.

Important Guidelines from Diocesan

Youth Office

All DSYM Parish units are mandatorily required to
inform the DSYM Directorate with the programs/
events (Inter Parish/Diocesan level) for approval
of dates/general to strike out chances of any kind of
clashes with other diocesan programs of both DSYM
and other departments. ll
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St. Padre Pio Church, Rohini
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he Assumption Forane Church, Mayur Vihar

Phase 3 celebrated the feast of Assumption
of Our Lady on 15th August, 2015. The festal
celebrations began on 6th August 2015 with
the Holy Qurbana and the Novena to Mother
Mary. On all the ten days of celebrations we
were privileged to have many priests to offer
the Holy Qurbana and to give reflections of the
various aspects of the life of Mother Mary. Rev.
Fr. Renson Thekkinezhath hoisted the festal flag
on 13th August, 2015 along with Rev. Fr. Tiyo
and Rev. Fr. Biju. On the following day, Rev.
Fr. Finil Ezharathil CMI offered the Holy Mass
and Rev. Fr. Mathew Kochuveettil CFIC gave
the homily. After that there was Kalasndhya with
programs put up by children, mathrujothis and
the pithruvethi. On the day of the feast the Holy
Qurbana was in the St. Mary’s School hall. The
chief celebrant was Rev. Fr. Prince Parathinal
CMI. Rev. Fr. Rajan Punnackal gave homily.
There were also arrangements made for the adima
nercha on the festal days. After the Holy Qurbana,
there was a devotional festal procession around
the city followed by Holy Eucharistic blessing
and Sinkarimelam organized by the parishners.
The celebrations ended with the fireworks and
festal meal.

Onam Celebration at Assumption Fora‘ne
Church Mvr-III

Although Mahabali had gone to the Hades weeks
before following the Onam Celebrations from Kerala,
the Mayur Vihar III parish invited him again on 20th
September, 2015. The celebration began with the
solemn Qurbana offered by VICAR Rev. Fr. Renson
Thekkinezhath. Many were dressed in the traditional
Kerala attires. After the Qurbana, there was Thiruvathira
and a small program on the stage conducted by the
parish cultural committee, including the welcome of
the Mahabali, wishings of the feastarians, speeches etc.
There were many competitions for different aged groups
from child to old. All participated in all the programs
very keenly and kept up the spirit and enthusiasm of
the Onam celebrations. The whole competitions were
well organized by the DSYM members of the parish.
They made it really a successful and enjoyable one.
The fascinating program was the Vadamvali which
was very competitive and there were a few teams
formed according to family units- for men as well as for
women. Although the scorching heat was an obstacle,
the competition was least affected. Rev. Fr. Renson
thanked all the participants, the organizing committee
and all those were part of the celebrations of that day.
After the program was called it a day, everyone went
back to their own houses. ll
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Blessed Sacrament Church, Kingsway Camp

Parish Feast

Parish Feast was celebrated on Sunday 6th Sep.
2015 with solemn Eucharist by Rev. Fr. John
Mylamvelil, chancellor of the diocese and Rev.
Fr. Benny Kannamthadam and Rev. Fr. Davis
The
parishioners and the faithful of the neighbouring

Kalliyathuparambil ~were concelebrants.
parish communities participated at the Thirunnal
Procession with melodious Chendamelam. Three of
our children (Ardra Martin, Traicy Maria Shaiju and
Neha Augusty) received Holy Communion on that
day. The fireworks and Sneha virunnu added more

meaning to the celebration.

Onam

Parish Community celebrated Onam in a very
attractive and meaningful way on Sunday 30th
August 2015 in the ground of Rosary senior
secondary school, Kingsway Camp. The celebration
started with the Holy Eucharist by Vicar Rev.
Fr. Davis Kalliyathuparambil and various games
were conducted by the members of DSYM. Rev.
Fr. Mathew Moothassery, the former Vicar was
present for the celebration. All our parishioners
participated actively in the competitions and
the prizes were distributed after the Mass in the
following Sunday. W

Blessed Mother Teresa Church, South Extension

Parish Feast and Catechism Annual Day
Celebration

Parish Feast of Blessed Mother Teresa at Blessed
Mother Teresa Church, South Extension, which
was commenced on 4th September 2015 concluded
at Fr. Agnel School, Gautam Nagar on this Sunday
(6th September). Day started with a procession
around Fr. Agnel School and proceeded with a
Solemn Holy Qurbana. Rev. Dr. Jacob Nangelimalil
(Forance Vicar, Church of Our Lady of Fatima,
Jasola) was the main celebrant along with Rev. Fr.
Johnson Palatty VC (Parish Priest) and Rev. Fr.
Jiju Thuruthikkara (Director- Catechism, Diocese

of Faribabad-Delhi). Rev. Fr. Jiju Thuruthikara
(Director- Catechism, Diocese of Faribabad) was
the Chief Guest of the day. Later the celebrations
concluded with the Parish Day Celebrations
and Catechism Annual Day Celebrations. Prizes
for Academic Excellence and Educational
Scholarships for Top Scorers of Class X & Class
XII were given away by the chief guest. Catechism
Children, DSYM youth members, Mathru Jyothis
and others were made a colourful performance on
stage. All the children of catechism participated in
various programs and got an opportunity to exhibit

their talents. H
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Assumption of Our Lady and India’s
Independence Day

The parish had grand celebration of the Feast of the
Assumption of Our Lady and Independence day of
our Mother Country, India. We began the day with
Eucharistic celebration at 6.30 a.m. Large number of
faithful participated in the Holy Mass celebrated at
Blessed Mother Theresa Hall of Sisters of Charity. To
commemorate the day and express our commitment
to the welfare of the Nation, Parish conducted a
Blood Donation Camp in collaboration with GTB
Hospital. Rev. Fr. Kurian Kochettonnil, Parish Priest
inaugurated the camp by saying that “Donating blood
is saving life. Blood is required when one’s life is in
danger and by donating blood we are saving the life
of another person who may not be non to us. Jesus
saved us by giving His Blood. So blood donation is
benevolent act that one can do to the fellow being.”
He also encouraged more people to donate the blood.
More than 80 people donated the blood.

Feast of the Nativity of Mother Mary

(Eattu Noyambu).

This year we had a magnificent celebration of
the Feast of the Nativity of Mother Mary on
8th September 2015. We started the Noyambu
(abstention), Novena and prayers on first of
September and on 8th we had solemn celebration
of the Eucharist and Rosary. Mathrujothis membes
took the initiate for the common celebration on the

8th September . The offertory for the Holy Mass
was done by all Marys of the parish. A big number
of faithful participated in the devotional celebration
of the Feast of the Nativity of Mother Mary and the
Seneha Virunne (common food) was prepared and
served by Mothers of the Parish thereafter.

Onam celebration by DYSM Youth.

Under the leadership of Parish Youth the Onam was
celebrated with traditional flavor and taste. They
came together and prepared the Onam special items
under the guidance of Ammamar. There was singing
of Nadanpattukal and Malayalam songs. Onam
Sadya was served in the traditional way.

DYSM had two meetings to discuss the
future plans and activities under the guidance of
Parish priest.

Mathrujyothis

On every second Sunday of the Month they conduct
a Bhandara (distribution of food) to the poor and
needy. A seminar on “Role of Mother in the family
and Society” was conducted on 2nd August 2015.
Rev. Fr. Boby MST was the resource person to guide
the seminar. More than 150 Mothers participated
and got inspiration from the seminar.

Catechism classes

Rev. Fr. Jiju Thuruthikkara Director of the Catechism
department of the diocese visited the parish, offered
Holy Mass and addressed the children and teachers
and gave guidance for better result. l
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St. Joseph’s Church, Kalkaji

o

MEDICAL CAMP
On Sunday, 9th august 2015 DSYM Kalkaji conducted
a medical camp for NGO, St. Margeret at Our Lady
Fatima Forana Church hall. There were 65 kids and
a physician (Dr. Dheeraj Dhandapani, MBBS) and a
dentist (Dr.Anuj Sharma BDS, MDS) present. Rev. Dr.
Jacob Nangelimalil, the Forane Vicar of Okhala parish
inaugurated the day. The Okhala youth members
were also very supportive and members from our
church were also present. Our parish priest and mother
superior also visited the camp and interacted with
everyone. Refreshments were provided for the kids
and they were also handed over some toothbrush, paste

e celebrated our Parish Feast and First Holy
Communion of children on 2015, October
02, 03 & 04 in S.H. Convent Najafgarh. First
day 2nd October the programmes started with
Edavakadhyanan led by Fr. John Edamanacherril

and soap. The program was a success and we also got
the chance to receive some good positive feedbacks.

Kalkaji, St. Joseph’s Church celebrated the Feast
of the Assumption of Mother Mary and Catechism
Annual Day-2015 on Saturday, 15 August, 2015 at
Deepalaya School, Kalkaji Extension. Chief Guest
Rev. Fr. Thomas Pallath, MCBS, inaugurated the
programme. Opening Remarks was given by Rev. Fr.
George Thuppalanjiyil, MST, Parish Priest. ShriJames
George, Headmaster gave the Welcome Address.
During the programme, class wise study prizes were
handed over to the winners in the catechism academic
Year 2014. Scholarship Rank Holder Awardees-2014
of Faridabad Diocese - Flemin Thomas 2nd Rank in
class VIII, Ananya Jaison 3rd Rank in class VI and
Anjali Roy, 2nd Rank in class I, were also felicitated
by the parish. Class-wise cultural programmes was
presented by various children and appreciated by the
parishners. A cash award was also given to the CBSE
Class X & XII toppers of the Parish. The programe
ended with vote of thanks by Sneha Thomas, Head
Girl and followed by National Anthem. Il

Sacred Heart Church, Najafgarh

MST.Fr. Kuriakose Kaialakkakathu MST (parish
priest) hosted the flag and Holy Mass main celebrant
was Fr. Abraham Chempottical MST. October 3rd
Saturday after the continuation of Edavagadhyanam,
Holy Mass was there the main celebrant was Fr.
Prince Parathinal CMI.

On Sunday 4th October the main parish feast
day and holy communion. Rev. Dr. Msgr. Sebastian
Vadakkumpadan was the main celebrant. After the
Holy Mass and First Holy communion of the children
a procession was there to S.D Convent Najafgarh.
Hundreds of people participated in the parish feast
celebrations, procession and Snehavirunnu. Il
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St. Jude’s Church, Sahibabad

he importance of women in the family and

society was once again manifested on the
occasion of women’s day annual celebration on
16th of august in our parish. We had a solemn mass
under the arrangements of Mathrujyothis and they
put forth a variety of colorful cultural programs
and followed by a grand dinner. Our Mothers got
a platform where they could express their hidden
talents and it was indeed a marvelous show. Every
one brushed up their talent to show their ability in
front of their families by dancing, singing, doing
skits and so on.

The nativity of Mother Mary was celebrated on
8th of September. Prior to the feast we had 7 days of
special devotion of Mother Mary by novena, Rosary
and Holy Mass. On 8th we had a grand celebration
of Holy Eucharist, novena, Rosary, litany of Mother
Mary and procession carrying the statue of Mother

Mary in which all the female children below the age
of 12 years assembled in white dress. Our parish
priest Fr. George Thoomkuzhy, along with young
and vibrant newly ordained Fr. Monce MST, was
the main celebrant of the Holy mass. We ended the
nativity celebration with a grand agape.

On 11th September 2015, the youth members
of our parish conducted a night youth camp named
ALIVE, with the objective of fueling the youth
with new energy and enthusiasm and spending time
together in worship and prayer. Around forty youth
members attended the camp along with parish priest
Fr. George, youth animator Sr. Anchel Terse and
Br. Jaison. Our special guest for the night was Sr.
Asha from Burari parish. David James from Dilshad
Garden also joined to help us with the music.

Started with adoration, moved on to activities
such as the introduction game, Bible skit etc. There
were enlightening talks by Sr. Asha, Fr. George,
Sr. Anchel and Br. Jaison who touched upon topics
highly relevant for the youth and helped them to
broaden out their thinking. Amidst the games and
talks we had action songs to maintain the spirit and
enthusiasm of the youth and group discussions to
facilitate flow of ideas. This event turned out to be a
fruitful experience in their lives and hope to achieve
similar feats to promote unity among youth and
come closer to God. H

St. Peter’s Mass Centre, Faridabad

he Mathru Jyothis of St. Peter's Mass Centre

of Kristhuraja Parish organized a Cancer
Detection Camp on 16th August, 2015 at St.
Peter's School premises. It was jointly organized
by Navoothan Foundation, Delhi, Mathru
Jyothis and St. Peter's School, Faridabad. It was
inaugurated by Shri P.Rajesh, Director, BIS. H
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St. Thomas Syro Malabar Parish, Janakpuri
celebrated Mother Mary’s Assumption feast
and our country's 69th Independence day on August
15th with devotion and honour. Independence
Day message was delivered by Brigadier Mrs.
Annakkutty Babu in which she reminded the
importance of freedom and stressed the need to keep
the same in right spirit.

We celebrated Onam festival on 30th August
with traditional fanfare in which cultural and sports
events were conducted and winners were awarded
with prizes. This year's unique feature was the
ONASADYA in which twenty one items were
prepared by the collective effort of the parishioners
and served to more than four hundred people in
traditional banana leaves.

The 8 days of lent in connection with the
Nativity of Our Lady was observed from September
01-08 with traditional Marian devotion marked
by adoration, rosary and holly mass daily. On 8th

September, the feast was celebrated with solemn
Holy Mass and traditional PACHORU were served
to the devotees.

Divine Mercy Mass Centre

On 7th September 2015 a mass centre under St.

Thomas Syro Malabar Church Janakpuri was
inaugurated at NAVEDA by Vicar Rev. Fr. John
Mylamvelil which will cater the spiritual needs
of the people of Uttam Nagar, Vikaspuri and
adjacent arecas. ll

St. Mary's Church, Ayanagar

N\

Parish was celebrated Catechism Annual Day
and the feast of Parish on 19th & 20th
September respectively. The function was started

with Holy Mass and there after Catechism
Director Rev. Fr. Jiju Thuruthikkara, inaugurated
the function and Rev. Fr. Denny Kattayil, (Vicar,
St. Joseph Parish, Nayarambalam), Mr. Suresh,
Chief Manager, Federal Bank, Gurgaon, Rev.
Fr. Babu Kattakayam, Parish Priest, Rev. Fr.
Johnson Iype, St. Mary's Hospital In-charge,
Rev. Sr. Lissy, Mother Superior FCC Convent,
Mrs. Ancy Arul, H.M Catechism and Mr.Jinto,
Kaikkaran lightened the lamp. Prize distribution
was done by the distinguished delegates to
the catechism students. Students, Youth and
Mathru Jyothis were conducted various cultural
programmes. The functions concluded with"
Sneha Virunnu". H
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EVENING CATECHISM CLASSES LAUNCHED

Taking into consideration the manifold academic and extracurricular activities of our children, especially

of the high school students, Fatima Matha Forane Church has started evening classes for catechism
for the 11th and 12th students. Archbishop Kuriakose Bharanikulangara made an unannounced visit to
the classes and had interaction with teachers and students. His Grace was impressed by the attendance
— in some classes two or three divisions — and organized manner of conducting the sessions. The Forane
Vicar Rev. Dr. Jacob Nangalilmalil told that since the students have many other activities on Sundays
and sometimes, are impeded to attend the classes in the morning, we have arranged evening sessions for
them. This shows the importance our parish and our diocese give for faith formation. The co-operation and
support of the parents in this regard is very encouraging. ll

¢

CONDOLENCES
ALEX PETER ROY SR. DIANA FCC

| _®__ Bornon: April 11, 2006 San Damiano Province Noida
S Died on: August19, 2015 Franciscan Clarist Congregation
Parish : St Jude Sahibabad Born on 07/ 01/1942 Died on 07/09/2015
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Our experience today is, in some way, like that
of Adam: so much power and at the same time so
much loneliness and vulnerability. The image of this
is the family. People are less and less serious about
building a solid and fruitful relationship of love: in
sickness and in health, for better and for worse, in
good times and in bad. Love which is lasting, faithful,
conscientious, stable and fruitful is increasingly
looked down upon, viewed as a quaint relic of the
past. It would seem that the most advanced societies
are the very ones which have the lowest birth-rates
and the highest percentages of abortion, divorce,
suicide, and social and environmental pollution.

Love between man and woman

In the first reading we also hear that God was pained
by Adam’s loneliness. He said: “It is not good that
the man should be alone; I will make him a helper fit
for him” (Gen 2:18). These words show that nothing
makes man’s heart as happy as another heart like his
own, a heart which loves him and takes away his
sense of being alone. These words also show that
God did not create us to live in sorrow or to be alone.
He made men and women for happiness, to share
their journey with someone who complements them,
to live the wondrous experience of love: to love and
to be loved, and to see their love bear fruit in children,
as the Psalm proclaimed today says (cf. Ps 128).

This is God’s dream for his beloved creation: to
see it fulfilled in the loving union between a man and
a woman, rejoicing in their shared journey, fruitful
in their mutual gift of self. It is the same plan which
Jesus presents in today’s Gospel: “From the beginning
of creation, ‘God made them male and female’. For
this reason a man shall leave his father and mother
and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become
one flesh. So they are no longer two but one flesh”
(Mk 10:6-8; cf. Gen 1:27; 2:24).

To a rhetorical question — probably asked as a

trap to make him unpopular with the crowd, which
practiced divorce as an established and inviolable fact
— Jesus responds in a straightforward and unexpected
way. He brings everything back to the beginning, to
the beginning of creation, to teach us that God blesses
human love, that it is he who joins the hearts of two
people who love one another, he who joins them in
unity and indissolubility. This shows us that the goal
of conjugal life is not simply to live together for life,
but to love one another for life! In this way Jesus
re-establishes the order which was present from the
beginning.

Family

“What therefore God has joined together, let not man
put asunder” (Mk 10:9). This is an exhortation to
believers to overcome every form of individualism
and legalism which conceals a narrow self-
centredness and a fear of accepting the true meaning
of the couple and of human sexuality in God’s plan.

Indeed, only in the light of the folly of the
gratuitousness of Jesus’ paschal love will the folly
of the gratuitousness of an exclusive and life-long
conjugal love make sense.

For God, marriage is not some adolescent
utopia, but a dream without which his creatures will
be doomed to solitude! Indeed, being afraid to accept
this plan paralyzes the human heart.

Paradoxically, people today — who often ridicule
this plan — continue to be attracted and fascinated by
every authentic love, by every steadfast love, by every
fruitful love, by every faithful and enduring love. We
see people chase after fleeting loves while dreaming
of true love; they chase after carnal pleasures but
desire total self-giving.

“Now that we have fully tasted the promises
of unlimited freedom, we begin to appreciate once
again the old phrase: “world-weariness”. Forbidden
pleasures lost their attraction at the very moment they
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stopped being forbidden. Even if they are pushed to
the extreme and endlessly renewed, they prove dull,
for they are finite realities, whereas we thirst for the
infinite” (Joseph Ratzinger, Auf Christus schauen.
Einiibung in Glaube, Hoffnung, Liebe, Freiburg,
1989, p. 73).

In this extremely difficult social and marital
context, the Church is called to carry out her mission
in fidelity, truth and love.

To carry out her mission in fidelity to her Master
asavoice crying out in the desert, in defending faithful
love and encouraging the many families which live
married life as an experience which reveals of God’s
love; in defending the sacredness of life, of every
life; in defending the unity and indissolubility of the
conjugal bond as a sign of God’s grace and of the
human person’s ability to love seriously.

The Church is called to carry out her mission in
truth, which is not changed by passing fads or popular
opinions. The truth which protects individuals and
humanity as a whole from the temptation of self-
centredness and from turning fruitful love into
sterile selfishness, faithful union into temporary
bonds. “Without truth, charity degenerates into
sentimentality. Love becomes an empty shell, to be
filled in an arbitrary way. In a culture without truth,
this is the fatal risk facing love” (Benedict XVI,
Caritas in Veritate, 3).

And the Church is called to carry out her mission
in charity, not pointing a finger in judgment of others,
but — faithful to her nature as a mother — conscious
of her duty to seek out and care for hurting couples
with the balm of acceptance and mercy; to be a “field
hospital” with doors wide open to whoever knocks in
search of help and support; even more, to reach out
to others with true love, to walk with our fellow men
and women who suffer, to include them and guide
them to the wellspring of salvation.

A Church which and defends
fundamental values, while not forgetting that “the

teaches

Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath”
(Mk 2:27); and that Jesus also said: “Those who are
well have no need of a physician, but those who are
sick; I came not to call the righteous, but sinners”
(Mk 2:17). A Church which teaches authentic love,
which is capable of taking loneliness away, without
neglecting her mission to be a good Samaritan to
wounded humanity.

I remember when Saint John Paul II said: “Error
and evil must always be condemned and opposed,;
but the man who falls or who errs must be understood
and loved... we must love our time and help the man
of our time” (John Paul II, Address to the Members
of ITtalian Catholic Action, 30 December 1978). The
Church must search out these persons, welcome and
accompany them, for a Church with closed doors
betrays herself and her mission, and, instead of
being a bridge, becomes a roadblock: “For he who
sanctifies and those who are sanctified have all one
origin. That is why he is not ashamed to call them
brethren” (Heb 2:11).

In this spirit we ask the Lord to accompany us
during the Synod and to guide his Church, through
the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary and Saint
Joseph, her most chaste spouse.

sk sk stk sk sosfeoskeosk sk sk skosk

The synod of more than 300 bishops, delegates
and observers, including 13 married couples, met
for three weeks in the presence of Pope Francis to
discuss how the 1.2 billion member Church can
confront challenges facing the modern family.

The bishops discussed ways to defend the
traditional family and make life-long marriage
more appealing to young people while reaching out
to disaffected Catholics such as homosexuals, co-
habiting couples and the divorced. l
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