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Hearty Condolences

His Eminence Ivan Cardinal Dias

Prefect Emeritus of the Congregation for the
Evangelisation of Peoples and
Archbishop Emeritus of Bombay.
Born: 14-04-1936 – Died: 19-06-2017

His Grace Kuriakose Kunnacherry
Archbishop Emeritus of Kottayam,
Born: 11-09-1928 – Died: 14-06-2017
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Congratulations and Welcome to Faridabad-Delhi Diocese

Rev. Fr. Anoop Madathiparambil
was Ordained for the Diocese
of Faridabad on 15th July
2017 by Archbishop Kuriakose
Bharanikulangara at Our Lady of
Rosary Church, Eranellur, Thrissur

Newly Ordained Priest,
representing Madathiparambil &
Alappat Cherpukkaren Families
presenting a memento to His
Grace as a token of their love and
concern.
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Pope’s Message for 1st
World Day of the Poor

‘Let us love, not with words but with deeds’
Below is the Vatican-provided text of Pope
Francis’ Message for the first World Day of
the Poor, which is to be celebrated on Nov.
19, 2017, on the theme: ‘Let us love, not with
words but with deeds’
Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time
19 November 2017
Let us love, not with words but with deeds
1. “Little children, let us not love in word or
speech, but in deed and in truth” (1 Jn 3:18). These
words of the Apostle John voice an imperative that
no Christian may disregard. The seriousness with
which the “beloved disciple” hands down Jesus’
command to our own day is made even clearer by
the contrast between the empty words so frequently
on our lips and the concrete deeds against which we
are called to measure ourselves. Love has no alibi.
Whenever we set out to love as Jesus loved, we have
to take the Lord as our example; especially when it
comes to loving the poor. The Son of God’s way of
loving is well-known, and John spells it out clearly.
It stands on two pillars: God loved us first (cf. 1 Jn
4:10.19), and he loved us by giving completely of
himself, even to laying down his life (cf. 1 Jn 3:16).
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Such love cannot go unanswered. Even though
offered unconditionally, asking nothing in return,
it so sets hearts on fire that all who experience it
are led to love back, despite their limitations and
sins. Yet this can only happen if we welcome God’s
grace, his merciful charity, as fully as possible into
our hearts, so that our will and even our emotions
are drawn to love both God and neighbour. In this
way, the mercy that wells up – as it were – from the
heart of the Trinity can shape our lives and bring
forth compassion and works of mercy for the benefit
of our brothers and sisters in need.
2. “This poor man cried, and the Lord heard
him” (Ps 34:6). The Church has always understood
the importance of this cry. We possess an outstanding
testimony to this in the very first pages of the Acts of
the Apostles, where Peter asks that seven men, “full
of the Spirit and of wisdom” (6:3), be chosen for
the ministry of caring for the poor. This is certainly
one of the first signs of the entrance of the Christian
community upon the world’s stage: the service of the
poor. The earliest community realized that being a
disciple of Jesus meant demonstrating fraternity and
solidarity, in obedience to the Master’s proclamation
that the poor are blessed and heirs to the Kingdom
of heaven (cf. Mt 5:3).
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“They sold their possessions and goods and
distributed them to all, as any had need” (Acts2:45).
In these words, we see clearly expressed the lively
concern of the first Christians. The evangelist Luke,
who more than any other speaks of mercy, does not
exaggerate when he describes the practice of sharing
in the early community. On the contrary, his words
are addressed to believers in every generation, and
thus also to us, in order to sustain our own witness
and to encourage our care for those most in need. The
same message is conveyed with similar conviction
by the Apostle James. In his Letter, he spares no
words: “Listen, my beloved brethren. Has not God
chosen those who are poor in the world to be rich in
faith and heirs of the kingdom that he has promised
to those who love him? But you have dishonoured
the poor man. Is it not the rich who oppress you,
and drag you into court? … What does it profit,
my brethren, if a man says he has faith but has not
works? Can his faith save him? If a brother or sister
is poorly clothed and in lack of daily food, and one
of you says to them, ‘Go in peace, be warmed and
filled”, without giving them the things needed for
the body; what does it profit? So faith by itself, if it
has not works, is dead’ (2:5-6.14-17).
3. Yet there have been times when Christians
have not fully heeded this appeal, and have assumed
a worldly way of thinking. Yet the Holy Spirit has
not failed to call them to keep their gaze fixed on
what is essential. He has raised up men and women
who, in a variety of ways, have devoted their lives
to the service of the poor. Over these two thousand
years, how many pages of history have been written
by Christians who, in utter simplicity and humility,
and with generous and creative charity, have served
their poorest brothers and sisters!
The most outstanding example is that of Francis
of Assisi, followed by many other holy men and
women over the centuries. He was not satisfied to
embrace lepers and give them alms, but chose to go
to Gubbio to stay with them. He saw this meeting
as the turning point of his conversion: “When I was

in my sins, it seemed a thing too bitter to look on
lepers, and the Lord himself led me among them
and I showed them mercy. And when I left them,
what had seemed bitter to me was changed into
sweetness of mind and body” (Text 1-3: FF110).
This testimony shows the transformative power of
charity and the Christian way of life.
We may think of the poor simply as the
beneficiaries of our occasional volunteer work, or
of impromptu acts of generosity that appease our
conscience. However good and useful such acts
may be for making us sensitive to people’s needs
and the injustices that are often their cause, they
ought to lead to a true encounter with the poor and
a sharing that becomes a way of life. Our prayer
and our journey of discipleship and conversion find
the confirmation of their evangelic authenticity in
precisely such charity and sharing. This way of life
gives rise to joy and peace of soul, because we touch
with our own hands theflesh of Christ. If we truly
wish to encounter Christ, we have to touch his body
in the suffering bodies of the poor, as a response
to the sacramental communion bestowed in the
Eucharist. The Body of Christ, broken in the sacred
liturgy, can be seen, through charity and sharing,
in the faces and persons of the most vulnerable of
our brothers and sisters. Saint John Chrysostom’s
admonition remains ever timely: “If you want to
honour the body of Christ, do not scorn it when it
is naked; do not honour the Eucharistic Christ with
silk vestments, and then, leaving the church, neglect
the other Christ suffering from cold and nakedness”
(Hom. in Matthaeum, 50.3: PG 58).
We are called, then, to draw near to the poor, to
encounter them, to meet their gaze, to embrace them
and to let them feel the warmth of love that breaks
through their solitude. Their outstretched hand is
also an invitation to step out of our certainties and
comforts, and to acknowledge the value of poverty
in itself.
4. Let us never forget that, for Christ’s
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disciples, poverty is above all a call to follow Jesus
in his own poverty. It means walking behind him
and beside him, a journey that leads to the beatitude
of the Kingdom of heaven (cf. Mt 5:3; Lk 6:20).
Poverty means having a humble heart that accepts
our creaturely limitations and sinfulness and thus
enables us to overcome the temptation to feel
omnipotent and immortal. Poverty is an interior
attitude that avoids looking upon money, career and
luxury as our goal in life and the condition for our
happiness. Poverty instead creates the conditions
for freely shouldering our personal and social
responsibilities, despite our limitations, with trust
in God’s closeness and the support of his grace.
Poverty, understood in this way, is the yardstick that
allows us to judge how best to use material goods
and to build relationships that are neither selfish nor
possessive (cf. Catechism of the Catholic Church,
Nos. 25-45).
Let us, then, take as our example Saint Francis
and his witness of authentic poverty. Precisely
because he kept his gaze fixed on Christ, Francis was
able to see and serve him in the poor. If we want to
help change history and promote real development,
we need to hear the cry of the poor and commit
ourselves to ending their marginalization. At the
same time, I ask the poor in our cities and our
communities not to lose the sense of evangelical
poverty that is part of their daily life.
5. We know how hard it is for our contemporary
world to see poverty clearly for what it is. Yet in
myriad ways poverty challenges us daily, in
faces marked by suffering, marginalization,
oppression, violence, torture and imprisonment,
war, deprivation of freedom and dignity, ignorance
and illiteracy, medical emergencies and shortage
of work, trafficking and slavery, exile, extreme
poverty and forced migration. Poverty has the face
of women, men and children exploited by base
interests, crushed by the machinations of power and
money. What a bitter and endless list we would have
to compile were we to add the poverty born of social
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injustice, moral degeneration, the greed of a chosen
few, and generalized indifference!
Tragically, in our own time, even as ostentatious
wealth accumulates in the hands of the privileged
few, often in connection with illegal activities and
the appalling exploitation of human dignity, there
is a scandalous growth of poverty in broad sectors
of society throughout our world. Faced with this
scenario, we cannot remain passive, much less
resigned. There is a poverty that stifles the spirit of
initiative of so many young people by keeping them
from finding work. There is a poverty that dulls the
sense of personal responsibility and leaves others to
do the work while we go looking for favours. There
is a poverty that poisons the wells of participation
and allows little room for professionalism; in this
way it demeans the merit of those who do work and
are productive. To all these forms of poverty we
must respond with a new vision of life and society.
All the poor – as Blessed Paul VI loved to
say – belong to the Church by “evangelical right”
(Address at the Opening of the Second Session of the
Second Vatican Ecumenical Council, 29 September
1963), and require of us a fundamental option on
their behalf. Blessed, therefore, are the open hands
that embrace the poor and help them: they are
hands that bring hope. Blessed are the hands that
reach beyond every barrier of culture, religion and
nationality, and pour the balm of consolation over
the wounds of humanity. Blessed are the open hands
that ask nothing in exchange, with no “ifs” or “buts”
or “maybes”: they are hands that call down God’s
blessing upon their brothers and sisters.
6. At the conclusion of the Jubilee of Mercy, I
wanted to offer the Church a World Day of the Poor,
so that throughout the world Christian communities
can become an ever greater sign of Christ’s charity for
the least and those most in need. To the World Days
instituted by my Predecessors, which are already a
tradition in the life of our communities, I wish to add
this one, which adds to them an exquisitely evangelical
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to be continued on page no.32...

curia NEWS
APPOINTMENT OF PRIESTS

Rev. Fr. Santo
Puthumanakunnathu
Rev. Fr. Anoop
Madathiparambil

Rev. Fr. Alex
Muttathu
Rev. Fr. Francis (Jubit)
Thelliyil

Rev. Fr. Vinod
Moonjely

Rev. Fr. Anoop Madathiparambil, Priest in Charge of Amalolbhava Matha Church, Mahipalpur,
w.e.f. 05 August 2017.
Rev. Fr. Santo Puthumanakunnathu MCBS, Parish Priest of Mary Matha Church, Mayur Vihar
Phase II & IP Exten., w.e.f. 16 June 2017
Rev. Fr. Francis (Jubit) Thelliyil MST, Parish Priest of St. Thomas Church, Chandigarh, w.e.f. 02 July
2017
Rev. Fr. Alex Muttathu MCBS, Parish Priest of St Alphonsa Church, Shahbadh, w.e.f. 30 July 2017
Rev. Fr. Vinod Moonjely, Priest in Charge of St. Alphonsa Mission Station, Kot Ise Khan (Punjab),
w.e.f. 01 August 2017.

THANKS AND PRAYERFUL WISHES

Fr. Shinto
Kolathupadavil CMI
Fr. Jackson Puthenpura

W

e remember with gratitude Rev. Fr. Shinto
Kolathupadavil CMI and Rev. Fr. Jackson
Puthenpura who returned to their home
congregation and diocese after their fruitful
ministry in the diocese of Faridabad-Delhi. Fr.
Jackson Puthenpura served for four years in our
diocese as the Parish Priest of St. Thomas Church,
Chandigarh. His hard work and missionary zeal
contributed much to the formation of a lively

community in this new mission station at
Chandigarh. Fr. Shinto Kolathupadavil did his
ministry in our diocese as the Asst Parish Priest
of Sacred Heart Forane church, Gurgaon and as
the Parish Priest of Mary Matha Chruch, Mayur
Vihar Phase II & IP Extension. The spiritual and
pastoral life of the people of God was enriched
by his charismatic leadership and pastoral
enthusiasm. We acknowledge with thanks their
esteemed presence and ministry in the diocese
and wish them God’s blessings and all the best
in their new ministry.
Diocese of Faridabad-Delhi extends a warm
welcome to Rev. Fr. Francis (Jubit) Thelliyil MST
who came to serve in the diocese and appointed
as the Parish Priest of St. Thomas Church,
Chandigarh. The whole diocesan community
welcomes him and greets him success in the
new ministry.
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kmt´mw ss__nÄ I¬sh³j³
temtKm {]Imi\w sNbvXp.

Archbishop releasing Santhome Bible Convention Logo
at Divine Mercy Hall, Bishop's House, Karol Bagh on 8th July, 2017

^coZm_mZvþUÂln cq]XbpsS F«maXv
kmt´mw ss__nÄ I¬sh³jsâ temtKm
cq]Xm²y£³ BÀ¨v_nj¸v Ipcymt¡mkv
`cWnIpf§c {]Imi\w sNbvXp. Pqsse
8 i\nbmgvN cq]XmtI{µ¯nse "Unssh³
tagvkn lmfnÂ' \S¶ temtKm {]
Imi\¨S§nÂ cq]X hnImcn P\dmÄ tam¬.
tPmkv CStÈcn, Nm³kneÀ dh. tUm. tdm_n
Ip´m\nbnÂ, s{]mIyptdäÀ dh. ^m. tUhnkv
IÅnb¯p]d¼nÂ, cq]Xbnse FÃm
CShI hnImcnamÀ, ssI¡mc·mÀ, hnhn[

kwLS\m{]Xn\n[nIÄ k¶nlnXcmbncp¶p.
_lp. dh. ^m. tkhyÀ Jm³ h«mbnÂ
AÑ\mWv (sklntbm³ [ym\tI{µw,
Xmhfw, ]me¡mSv) Cu {]mhiys¯ [ym\w
\bn¡p¶Xv . UÂlnbnse INA- bnepÅ
XymKcmP tÌUnb¯nÂ sk]v ä w_À 30,
HIv t Sm_À 1, 2 Xo¿XnIfnemWv [ym\w
\S¡pI. P\dÂ I¬ho\À tam¬. dh. ^m.
tPmkv CStÈcnbpsS t\XrXz¯nÂ hnhn[
I½änIÄ [ym\¯nsâ hnPb¯n\pth n
{]hÀ¯n¨p hcp¶p.

Prayer for Santhome Bible Convention

kmt´mw ss__nÄ I¬sh³j\pth

n \ap¡v {]mÀ°n¡mw.

]nXmhpw ]p{X\pw ]cnip²mßmhpamb {XossXzI ssZhsa, R§Ä A§sb Bcm[n¡p¶p, kvXpXn¡p¶p,
At§bv¡v R§Ä \µn ]dbp¶p. PohnX \hoIcW¯n\pw IpSpw_ hnip²oIcW¯n\pambn A§v
R§Ä¡mbn Hcp¡p¶ kmt´mw ss__nÄ I¬sh³js\ R§Ä At§bv¡v kaÀ¸n¡p¶p. k`tbmSv
tNÀ¶v hnizmkw {]Jym]n¡phm\pw XncphN\¯mÂ \ndªp A§sb Bcm[n¡phm\pw Bßm¡fpsS
c£bv¡pth n bXv\n¡phm\pw Cu I¬sh³j\neqsS R§sf {]m]vXcm¡Wsa. hN\ {]tLmjIcmb
sklntbm³ Sow AwK§tfbpw R§tfbpw ]cnip²mßm`ntjI¯mÂ \ndbv¡Wsa. R§fpsS c£I\pw
\mY\pamb tbip{InkvXphnsâ \ma¯nÂ R§Ä kaÀ¸n¡p¶ Cu At]£ A§v kzoIcn¨cpfWsa.

Bt½³

1 kzÀ¤.

AhXcn¨ hN\¯nsâ amXmth . . .
\oXnam\mb butk¸nXmth . . .
kIe hnip²tc . . .
kIe amemJamtc . . .
ip²oIcW Øes¯ Bßm¡tf . . .

R§Ä¡pth
R§Ä¡pth
R§Ä¡pth
R§Ä¡pth
R§Ä¡pth

n At]£n¡Wta . . .
n At]£n¡Wta . . .
n At]£n¡Wta . . .
n At]£n¡Wta . . .
n At]£n¡Wta . . .

(Cu {]mÀ°\ FÃm CShIIfnepw IpÀ_m\bv¡p tijw sNmtÃ XmWv þ P\dÂ I¬ho\À)
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FEAST & SILVER JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS

T

he diocesan community celebrated the
Feast day of our dear Archbishop Kuriakose
Bharanikulangara and the Silver Jubilee of Rev.
Fr. John Chozhithara and Rev. Fr. Paul Moonjely
on 12 July at Bishop’s House, Karol Bagh. There
was a Solemn Holy Mass in which His Grace
was the main celebrant. Rev. Jubilerians and all
the priests working in the diocese con-celebrated
with the Archbishop. Rev. Msgr. Jose Edassery
delivered the message of the day in which he gave
a short history of the two Jubilerians. After the
Holy Mass there was a meeting to felicitate the

Archbishop and the Jubilerians. Rev. Fr. Martin
Palamattam greeted our Archbishop on his feast
day. Archbishop himself wished the Jubilerains
and remembered with gratitude the sincere
contributions of the two Jubilerians in the growth
of this new diocese. After the greetings, the two
Rev. Fathers gave the words of reply in which
they thanked God and everyone who helped them
in their past 25 years of priestly life. The two
Jubilerians were honoured with “Ponnada” and
they together with Archbishop cut the cake and
shared their joy with the diocesan community.

HOLY ADORATION

& CONFESSION
on every Monday
at Hall of 'Divine Mercy'
Bishop's House
Adoration : 9.30 a.m to 4.30 p.m.
Confession : 9.30 a.m to 12.30 p.m.

How to reach
Karol Bagh Metro Staion
Gate No. 7, House No. 1/B 32, N.E.A
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"Forgiveness cannot undo the past but it can enlarge the future".

PRISON MINISTRY SUNDAY
13TH OF AUGUST, 2017

PASTORAL LETTER
[Please read this pastoral letter in all the churches on 13th of August, 2017]
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Jesus Christ,
"Forgiveness cannot undo the past but it can
enlarge the future". This thought-provoking
statement is chosen as the theme and Message of
this year's Prison Ministry Sunday. It is uniquely
fitting that we all reflect on this theme anew as
our reflections of a Year of Mercy are still fresh
in our minds. Mercy and Forgiveness go hand in
hand. We know that the Almighty God, the author
of our life, made himself known to humanity as
“a God of tenderness, compassion, slow to anger,
abounding in mercy" (Ex 34: 6) Our God is a
God who forgives, the offences and iniquities of
human beings. He is a liberating and saving God.
And when God became man 'Jesus is the Father's
Mercy'(Face of Mercy, No.1) On the occasion of
the recent Joint- meeting of Lutheran-Catholic
leaders held in Rome, Pope Francis reiterated "
the past cannot be changed, but it is possible to
engage in a purification of memory, that is to tell
that history differently" .
Prison Ministry is entirely a service of Mercy and
Forgiveness. The incredible isolation and loneliness,
powerlessness and hopelessness experienced by
our ill-fated brothers and sisters locked up inside
the prison walls are known to those engaged in
the Ministry in the past many years. Through the
celebration of Prison Ministry Sunday, the Church
wants to declare once again to each one of those
4,19,623 prisoners held up inside 1,401 prisons in
India that they arenot alone and their situation is not
hopeless.
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The crime Scenario in the world is bleak and
increasingly frightening. The criminal justice system
is overburdened. The general trend in dealing
with the situation is more and more punitive. Yet,
the more people are punished, the more crime is
committed. Offenders are not threatened enough by
imprisonment. They remain in bondage; their victims
remain in hurt and pain. The society remains in fear.
Imprisonment is supposed to offer correction, reform
and rehabilitation. But nothing of these happen in
reality; instead it makes things worse. Prison is
becoming both a dumping ground for the destitute
and a crash course in crime for delinquents. We know
that our prisons and the system have failed to bring
down the crime rate. The methodology carried out for
reformation produce negative results. Perhaps there
are other serious issues that need ourattention? Why
crime is on increase?
At this juncture, the church offers an alternative,
inviting us to turn to JESUS, to imitate is approach to,
his ways with the offenders, sinners and the out casts
of his time, all those untouchables and condemned of
his society. The parables of the shepherd and his lost
sheep, the woman and her lost coin of today’s Gospel
present a powerful point for our consideration. Just
as the shepherd values his lost sheep and the woman
values her lost coin and take every effort to go behind
the lost, search until they are found, God our Father
values every one of his lost son or daughter, feels
for them, wait for their "coming into senses" for their
return. God's love is unconditional.
“Mum, is God a gown-up or a parent?” A friend
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Archbishop presided over the Prison Ministry Sunday in Tihar Jail

was confused by her child’s question. “I’m not sure
what you mean,” she said, “What’s the difference
between grown-up and a parent?” “Well,” the child
said, “Grown-ups love you when you’re good and
parents love you anyway.”
What a good question! Is God a grown-up
or a parent? That’s what the Gospel tells us about:
Jesus, who seeks the lost things, is the God I want
to proclaim. God is looking for us. Sometimes it’s
a long journey, and with some people it takes a
lifetime. Prisoners need our support to help them
move away from a life of crime and towards the light
of His healing rays. They need the strength of our
Faith, Hope and Love. A new approach with most
understanding and compassion can in surprising
ways, disarm even the most hardened offender. Based
on Jesus' values of mercy and forgiveness we should
commit ourselves for the reform of these suffering
people. Three proposals are put forward:

First, we work to make the prisons
Communities of Hope:
This means we work to change the oppressive sense

of hopelessness that pervades the atmosphere of
any prison, the result of guilt, silence, solitude etc.
Ministers, men and women of Faith must act as agents
and Angels of Hope, making ourselves “Channels of
hope and peace ". Then we can sing with Francis”
where there is despair, let me bring Hope ". [Ref.
Pope Francis]

Secondly, we work to make prisons
Communities of Faith:
Human being is basically spiritual. Healthy spiritual
orientation is a pre-requisite for any holistic Reform
which is a must for lasting result. Faith helps one to
listen, to reflect, to forgive. The faith only can give
answer to the family members who questioned a
volunteer of a prison ministry; can you give back the
mother who was killed by our father? Faith helps us to
cross the borders on the seemingly inaccessible shores.

Thirdly, we make prison communities of
Restorative Justice:
Restorative justice is a way of responding to a person
who has been harmed, a person who has caused harm
to be continued on page no.31...
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catechism NEWS
INAUGURATION OF DIOCESAN CATECHISM ACADEMIC YEAR 2017-18

F

aridabad Diocese’s Catechetical year 2017-18
inaugural function was held on 9th July 2017
at Our Lady of Fatima Forane Church, Jasola. The
program started with a prayer led by Rev. Sr. Prasuna,
C.H.F. Archbishop Kuriakose Bharanikulangara
inaugurated the Catechism academic year 2017-18
and reminded that faith formation is not a profession
but a ministry and directed teachers to convey the
same to the children through their own life example.
The logo, motto, Catechism Diary & Academic
Calendar were released by His Grace, Msgr. Jose
Edassery & Rev. Dr. Jacob Nangelimalil by giving a
copy to Mr. Jacob Thomas-Catechism Joint Secretary,
Mrs. Aleyamma Abraham-Catechism Promoter &
Aviyah Mary M. Jose respectively. Rank Holders of
last year Scholarship Examination were awarded the
prizes by His Grace along with Trophies to the Model
Sunday Schools. Following parishes were selected as
model Sunday schools for the year 2016-17.
North Zone - Nirmal Hridaya Church, Tagore
Garden, Bl. Sacrament Church, Kingsway Camp
South Zone - St. Joseph’s Church, Kalkaji, Our
Lady of Fatima Forane Church, Jasola
East Zone - St. Mary’s Church, Mayur Vihar-1, St.
Jude’s Church, Sahibabad
West Zone - Infant Jesus Forane Church, Palam, St.
Chavara Kuriakose Elias Church, Hari Nagar
Nativity Church, Sanjoepuram was awarded a
special prize for their performance.
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Then, Rev. Fr. John Chozhithara, explained
his experience of faith formation in Germany.
Msgr. Jose Edassery celebrated Holy
Eucharist. He advised the teachers that all should
be well aware of the life backgrounds of each
student and intervene before their “wine run out”,
like Mother Mary at Canna. After the lunch, Rev.
Fr. Thomas Marottipparayil, O.C.D. conducted an
input session for teachers on this year’s motto i.e.
“Catechesis to experience the saviour through
Mother Mary”. He moulded the teachers in an
exceptionally well manner that how a Catechism
teacher can adopt Mother Mary’s life as model,
so that the children may experience Christ, the
saviour.
Catechism Director, Rev. Fr. Santo
Puthumanakunnath MCBS instructed the teachers
about important things to remember and
implement during the academic year. A career
guidance program also was launched by our
Diocese in association with Mentornetz. Mr.
James George, Kalkaji extended the Vote of
Thanks.
Rev. Fr. Santo MCBS the Director, Mr. Regi
Thomas, Secretary and Mr. Jacob Thomas, Joint
Secretary convened the program wherein 366
teachers, few Parish Priests and rank holders
with their families participated. The one day
programme ended with refreshments.
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alXz¯n³
km¶n²yw
GIZn\ I¬sh³j³
Venue : Our Lady of Fatima Forane
Chruch, Jasola
Date : 10 September 2017
2pm to 8pm

Archbishop
Kuriakose Bharanikulangara
Bishop of Faridabad-Delhi

Br. Santhosh
Karumathra

alXz¯n³ km¶n²yw (GIZn\ I¬sh³j³)
sjs¡bv\ an\nkv{SnbqsS (XrÈqÀ AXncq]X) t\XrXz¯nÂ
Ptkmf ^m¯na amXm tZhmeb¯nÂ sh¨v sk]väw_À 10þmw XobXn RmbdmgvN \S¯s¸Sp¶p.
A\p{Kl {]`mjWw : BÀ¨p_nj¸v Ipcymt¡mkv `cWnIpf§c, ^coZm_mZvþUÂln cq]X
hN\{]tLmjWw : {_ZÀ kt´mjv Icpa{X
kabw : D¨Ignªv 2 aWn apXÂ 8 aWnhsc.
FÃmhtcbpw kvt\l]qÀÆw kzmKXw sN¿p¶p.

For More Details - Ph : 9810383003, 7838731207, 9873957420
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catechism NEWS
SCHOLARSHIP EXAMINATION 2016-17
RANK HOLDERS

AVIYAH MARY M JOS ALPHONSA ANNIE PHILIP
CLASS-1, 1ST RANK
CLASS-1, 2ND RANK
DILSHAD GARDEN
JASOLA

JOPAUL SHIJO,
CLASS-1, 3RD RANK
MAYUR VIHAR-3

ALANA SEBY
CLASS-7, 1ST RANK
HARI NAGAR

SANIA JOHNSON
CLASS-7, 2ND RANK
JASOLA

JULIA MARY THOMAS
CLASS 7, 3RD RANK
HARI NAGAR

ANN THERESA SAJI
CLASS-2, 1ST RANK
PUSHP VIHAR

JISSIL SAJAN
CLASS-2, 2ND RANK
LADO SARAI

ADDON SEBY
CLASS-2, 3RD RANK
HARI NAGAR

NISHANT SAM
CLASS-8 1ST RANK
MOTIA KHAN

JEROME SHIJO
CLASS-8, 2ND RANK
MAYUR VIHAR-3

BLESSY THOMAS
CLASS-8, 3RD RANK
BURARI

ALAN MATHEW
CLASS-3, 1ST RANK
TAGORE GARDEN

AUSTIN S. GEORGE
CLASS-3, 2ND RANK
MAYUR VIHAR-3

JUANITA ROSE TOBY
CLASS-3, 3RD RANK
SOUTH EXTN

REMYA SAJI
CLASS-9, RANK-1
PALAM

JESSEENTHA ANNE JOJI
CLASS-9 2ND RANK
LADO SARAI

SHALAT JAYAN
CLASS-9, 3RD RANK
HARI NAGAR

MARIA MONICA PHILIP
CLASS-4, 1ST RANK
JASOLA

NIA STEPHEN
CLASS-4, 2ND RANK
MAYUR VIHAR-3

ASHITA SIBICHAN
CLASS-10, 2ND RANK
JASOLA

ANISHA MATHEWS
CLASS-10, 3RD RANK
JASOLA

AARON SUNIL
CLASS-5, 1ST RANK
TAGORE GARDEN

ANEETA JOSEPH
CLASS-5, 2ND RANK
TAGORE GARDEN

AJEESHA A. ALEX
CLASS 11, RANK 2
LADO SARAI

ALVY SABU
CLASS-11, 3RD RANK
MAYUR VIHAR-3

JOEL ANTONY
CLASS-6, 1ST RANK
HARI NAGAR

SHERIN THOMAS
CLASS-6, 2ND RANK
HARI NAGAR

ASHLY SIBICHAN
CLASS-12, 2ND RANK
JASOLA

NEHA MARIA BENNY
CLASS-12, 3RD RANK
JASOLA
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SHARON JOSEPH SAJU ELIZABETH BENNY
CLASS-4, 3RD RANK
CLASS-10, 1ST RANK
KAROL BAGH
KALKAJI

CHRISTO MARTIN
CLASS-5, 3RD RANK
TAGORE GARDEN

ARSHA LIZ M JOS
CLASS-11, 1ST RANK
DILSHAD GARDEN

ANTO JOSE
NEHA SAM
CLASS-6, 3RD RANK CLASS-12, 1ST RANK
INDIRAPURAM-VAISHALI
MOTIA KHAN
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SANJOEPURAM NEWS
GLIMPSES OF SANJOEPURAM
Days of celebrations

memories of these days. They are stepping forward
by numerous opportunities to venture forward and
engaged in various extracurricular activities like
music classes, NIT coaching, coaching in games etc.
Occasions of various celebrations make sanjoepuram
family more exquisite. The gracious presences
of our beloved His Grace Archbishop Kuriakose
BharaniKulangara made us more joyful on this
season of feast days. We had great Privilege to greet
him with melodies songs and felicitations.
On 1st June we celebrated birth day of our dear
Fr. Mathew Thumoollil, the Execurive Director of
Sanjoepuram Institutions. Solemn Holy Ourbana
was offered for him; dancing, singing, felicitations,
greeting cards, decorations etc. cheered up the
campus. We respect and honor everyone, especially
on their special occasions. Reverent sisters are greeted
with prayers and enhance mottos of their lives on
their birth days and feast days. Children highlighted
with their good values on their birth days and warm
greetings are extended to them.
Amusing Days
Our Sanjoepuram family aims at over all developments
of a child’s personality. In view of this we provide
maximum opportunities in various circumstances.
Basket ball and volleyball training had been given
to them during summer vacation s by Rev. Deacon
Anoop. One day picnic arranged for the children in
Fun Park at Palvel. Children are cherishing sweet

Yoga
In a fast progressing world children are chasing
their dreams, transforming their visions. In order to
fulfill their aspirations, they are trained to have yoga
practices. Through this they are learning how to make
them stand out in crowd and shine brighter.
Infant Jesus School, Sanjoepuram

“Grow in wisdom and love”. Our motto becoming
our guiding star and strengthen us to reach higher
level of success. Infantines
are trying to scale
still higher peaks of excellence. We appreciate the
teachers and students who spend their valuable
time for the development of sanjoepuram society.
Imparting education is a divine duty. After the school
hours extra classes are arranged for the weak students
for one hour. Special emphases are laying up on
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improving the linguistic abilities of the students and
they are motivated to communicate in Englishby the
guidance of expertise hands.
Raising Athletics
State of Haryana enhances more importance to sports
and games. Infantines are the children of Haryana
and they began to win more exciting awards and
rewards in this field.
It is the great dream of our beloved His grace
Archbishop Kuriakose Bharanikulangra to express
and expose sports activities in the school and to bring
out the hidden talents of the children. We are so proud
to express his aspirations into lime light.
Infant Jesus School, sanjoepuram motivates
Students to have access to sports and games. By
taking part in various competitions they promote
higher self esteem and enable them to earn better
grades. Children participated in sports of their choice
such as athletics, Kabadi, Khokho etc organized
by District Education Office, hold in sector 12,
Faridabad. It is impressive to mention some them are
selected for state level sports competition. They beat
the cups as:1st in 100 Mtr.
2nd in 800 Mtr.
2nd in Kabadi
We wish them to win over many prizes and
medals at national level and bring out their hidden
ambitions
Catechetical Inauguration
Faith is not about empty words but about reality.
Faith requires the free will and clear understanding
of a person when he accepted the divine invitation.
Church of Nativity, Sanjoepuram consider catechesis
as one of her primary tasks. We are trying to impart it
in an organized and systematic way.
Catechism Academic Year was inaugurated in the
unit level on 2nd Sunday 2017. Offertory procession
held before the Holy Mass by the teachers and students.
After the Holy Mass inauguration function began with
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In Loving Memory

Robin D.Thomas
Born: 22-04-2000 - Died: 21-05-2017
S/o Mr. Devasia Thomas & Mrs. Reena Devasia
Panikkamparambil House,
71-A, Pocket-E, GTB Enclave, Delhi - 93
St. Francis of Assisi Forane Church,
Dilshad Garden, Delhi

a small prayer, and Bible reading. Head mistress of the
Unit extended warm Welcome to all; for the function.
Presidential address was extended by Rev. Fr. Mathew,
the Parish Priest. He inspired the congregation by
the theme of the year; “Catechesis to Experience the
Savior Through Mother Mary.” Followed by lighting
of lamp by distinguished guests; while children raised
their voice in prayer and lifted the lighted candles by
singing “Lead me O’ Lord” After Taking pledge by
the teachers, Rev. Sr. Pushipika given a talk on the
topic “Faith Formation in the Present Scenario’. Sr.
Jis Maria, the secretary of the Unit expressed gratitude
through her beautiful words. Function concluded with
Catechetical Anthem.
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DSYM NEWS

DSYM Annual General Body Meeting 2017
DSYM Annual General Body Meeting 2017
was held on 22nd July 2017 at the Hall of Divine
Mercy, Bishop’s House, Karol Bagh, between 2-6
p.m. Rev. Msgr. Jose Edassery, Vicar General of
the Diocese of Faridabad chaired the meeting.
The Annual Diocesan Report and the Financial
Reports were read out, approved and signed.
Unit Secretaries presented their Annual Reports.
One of the main agenda of the meeting was the
discussion focused at ‘Youth, Faith and Vocational

Discernment’, the preparatory document, for the
Synod in October 2018. It was effectively carried
out through presentations and group discussion
moderated by DSYM Director, Rev. Fr. Antony
Lijo Thaliyath.
Another important highlight of the day was the
release of DSYM promotional video. It accentuates
the core foundation of the youth apostolate being
faith, and the motto of the organization- ‘For the
Church and the Nation’.
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Committee assumed office. When we look back, it has
been an incredible journey. Some of the significant
interventions, milestones and accomplishments are:
• Actively engaged youth and unit Directors in the
Diocese. An average of 200+ youth participation
in all events
• Established profound linkage with neighbouring
Dioceses and Diocese in theNorthern Region
• Released the first-ever printed copy of ‘Youth
Beats’, the magazine of DSYM. It reaches
around 100 people including institutions and
organizations outside the Diocese
• The team has visited 10+ parishes during the
past few months
• Active participation in the 10th National Youth
Convention at Mangalore
• Earned a position in the National Team of the
Syro-Malabar Youth Movement
• Represented DSYM at more than 10 events
outside the Diocese
• The team continues to serve in unity. Zero
attrition in the team till date.
We intend to humbly serve the Diocese further
in future. Thank you for all the prayers and blessings
that have been extended to us in the past one year.

Hearty Welcome
Parish Visits
DSYM Diocesan Executive Committee continues
to visit various parish units in the Diocese. Parishes
that have been visited recently are Infant Jesus
Forane Church, Palam; St. Padre Pio Church, Rohini;
Assumption Forane Church, Mayur Vihar Phase-3
and St. Jude Church, Sahibabad.

DSYM Diocesan Executive Committee
(DEXCO) completes a year in office
It has been a year since the last Diocesan Executive
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Archbishop nominated
Prof. Omana Antony, Sacred Heart
Forane Church, Gurgaon,
to the Editorial Board of Diocesan
Bulletin, Santhome Messenger.

parish NEWS
Mayur Vihar II & I.P. Extn.

Mary Matha Church
Oath Taking Ceremony

“The greatest blessing in the whole world is
being a blessing”
'God's blessings may come as a surprise and how
much you receive depends on how much your heart
can believe. 'Yes! friends, this is what happened on
Sunday; the 4th of June, the day of Pentecost. As the
Holy spirit descended on the Apostles, in the same
way the day marked with the showers of blessings
to the newly elected Trustees and Parish Council
members; who took the oath during 9:30am mass
in Maria Sadan. The main celebrant was the Parish
Priest Fr. Shinto Kolathupadavil C.M.I. During the
mass, Trustees and the Parish council members lit
the candle and read out the prayers by touching the
Bible and kissing the altar. The Parish Priest read out
the official letter of the Bishop. The mass concluded
with the photo session.

for an exemplary work he did during his Six
months tenure to the Mary Matha Church. As
a Parish Priest, he will be remembered for his
extraordinary work of binding Parishioners with
his prayer and fasting. He left the comforts of life
by serving to the best of his abilities. He was the
true shepherd who looked after his sheep. During
his tenure, he worked day and night running nook
and corner to bind people from all walks of life.
He conducted the Elections of different wings of
the parish i.e. Trustees, Parish Council members,
Unit presidents, D.S.Y.M. etc. within his short
tenure, he made the people realise his presence.
We remember with gratitude his spiritual presence
and hard work and wish him all success in his
future ministries.
Archbishop’s Visit

BID ADIEU
On Sunday;14th June; the Parishioners bid
farewell to Rev. Fr. Shinto Kolathupadavil
As a surprise, on the day of Pentecost, by 7
pm; Mary Matha church was blessed with
the presence of His Grace Bishop Kuriakose
Bharanikulangara, who visited the old and
the new Parish Council members. Fr. Shinto
welcomed our Archbishop with a bouquet of
flowers. There was an exchange of ideas. His
Grace appreciated the team spirit and the meeting
concluded by 9pm with a combined dinner.
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Gurgaon

Sacred Heart Forane Church
Archbishop Kuriakose meets the Parish
Council Members of Gurgaon

Archbishop Kuriakose met the Parish Council members
of Rajiv Nagar and Mass Centre on Wednesday
5 July 2017 at 7.30pm in the Parish Hall of Rajiv
Nagar Church. After the prayer of Archbishop, Rev.
Fr. Martin Palamattam, Vicar welcomed Archbishop
to the meeting and informed the members about the
intention of the visit of Archbishop. Archbishop, then,
explained the recent Geo-political developments of
Gurgaon. The faithful now stay mainly on the South
city side. The reason behind this development is the

establishment of many hospitals and multinational
companies in that area. This situation demands more
pastoral care on that area. That was the reason why the
Assistant Vicar was shifted to a flat in Jharsa.
In conclusion, Archbishop told the meeting that
in due course of time, he will divide the Sacred Heart
Forane Church into two separate Parishes. For the time
being, the Vicar of Sacred Heart Forane Church will be
the Vicar of both centres and the Priest who stays in the
South city side will be "Priest in charge".
After the talk of Archbishop, Council members
had the chance to ask questions or tell their suggestions.
They asked about the pastoral needs of the parish.
Archbishop answered all their questions. With the
vote of thanks of Mrs Santhy Joseph, Pastoral Council
member, the meeting came to an end.
Before the meeting of the Parish Council
members, Archbishop also visited the Diocesan Old
Age Home in Gurgaon and spent some time with the
inmates and Rev. Sisters.

Najafgarh

Sacred Heart Church

CHF and FIH congregation. His grace addressed the
gathering after the function. The faithful of Sacred
Heart Church, Najafgarh, the smallest parish of the
Diocese of Faridabad, has been gathering for the
worship in SH Provincial house chapel since its
formation as a Parish. Beseeching your prayers…

Blessing and Laying of Foundation Stone
July 7, 2017 was a day marked in the hearts of the
faithful of Sacred Heart Church, Najafgarh as this
day witnessed the beginning of the actualization of
their long-dream. His Grace Archbishop Kuriakose
Bharanikulangara blessed and laid the foundation
stone for the church at Najafgarh in the presence
of the Provincials, Faithful and Sisters of SH, SD,
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Feast of Sacred Heart
The feast of Sacred Heart of Jesus was celebrated
with much devotion. Submitting themselves to the
care and protection of the Sacred Heart of Jesus,
all the faithful gathered in the evening for the Holy
Eucharist and prayers to the Sacred Heart. The
Procession to the Sacred Liturgy was accompanied
with a traditional entrance dance by the Candidates
from Sacred Heart Congregation.
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parish NEWS
Rohini

St . Padre Pio Church

St Padre Pio Church celebrated St Thomas
Day and Catechism Day on 2nd July 2017. The
Catechism Classes for 2016-17 inaugurated by
Vicar Fr Nixon Kotayil and a Preparation Seminar
were conducted for all students by Principal Mr O
Thomas and Sr. Marina CHF. All those who have the
name of St Thomas were conveyed festal greetings
and prayed for them during the mass. On the month

of July 2017, Parish conducted Home mission
together with sisters of Holy Family Congregation,
Burari from 02nd July 17 to 17th July 17. It was a
blessed experience to all parish members.
Dexco Parish Visit : 16th July 2017, DSYM
- Dexco members visited our parish lead by Mr
Bivin Varghese , President DSYM. Dexco briefs
the ideals and motto of DSYM and followed by an
interactive session of queries and concerns about
Youth ministry.
The New Star: Our parishioner Amoj Jacob S/o
Jacob P A, represented Team India in 22nd Asian
Athletics Championships, Bhubaneshwar 2017 and
bagged Gold Medal in 4X400 relay. And now he is
representing Team India in World Championship
2017 in London. We hope another wonder from him
and wishes him all the best.

Sahibabad

St. Jude Church

On 2Nd of July, Our church had a golden
day after many days of preparation. We had the
Syro-Malabar Rassa Qurbana for the first time in
our church, and for many of us it was a new and
privileged experience. We could really feel the
presence of God and enjoy the beauty of it. Rassa
Qurbana started at 9 am and finished by 12 noon.
Two priests from the Diocese of Satna reached all
the way from M.P for us. We use this platform to
express our love and gratitude to them. They were

Rev. Fr. Francis Mattathil, Rev. Fr. Savio Kollart
and Rev. Fr. Paul Moonjely and Deacon Br. Jaison.
It was indeed a grand solemn celebration.
After the Rassa, the new academic faith
formation year was inaugurated as per the guide
lines of the diocese. Our vicar Rev. Fr. George
Thoomkuzhy lit the lamp (Nilavilakku). He
emphasised the parents and students the need to
live in Christian faith. Faith formation teachers took
the oath and attendance registers were handed over
to them. The faith formation unit of our church is
selected as the model Sunday school from the East
zone for the year 2016-2017. After the long Rassa,
lunch was served for everyone.
On 3rd of July, St. Thomas day was celebrated
as it was a obligatory day for the Syro Malabar
rite, everyone were present in the church in spite
of working day. St. Thomas unit in our parish were
very enthusiastic in arranging and making the day a
grand celebration.
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Ashok Vihar

St. Jude Thaddeus Church

Celebration of St. Antony’s Feast
The Feast of St. Antony was celebrated on 18th June
2017 with full devotion and faith. The newly bought
statue to St. Antony was also blessed before the Holy
Mass by Rev. Fr. Vicar. The members of St. Antony’s
prayer Unit gave leadership to the Feast celebrations
and they made “Kazhchasamarpanam” during the Holy
Mass. Special prayer to St. Antony and “Ladeenju” was
also done after the Holy Mass and the celebrations were
over with the distribution of “Nercha”.
A new Tabernacle was installed in our church,
which was blessed by the Parish Priest just before the
Holy Mass on 18th June 2017. Fr. Vicar congratulated
and expressed the gratitude of the parish to Ms. Jesley
Wilson, who sponsored the new tabernacle.
Celebration of the Feast of St. Thomas.
The Feast of St. Thomas, the Apostle of India was
celebrated on 2nd July 2017 in our Church. The
celebrations were started with Holy Eucharist
celebrated by Rev. Fr. Joby Kunnathettu, from the
diocese of Palakkad and who is serving at present as
the Vice Rector of Pontifical Urban Seminary in Rome.
The Celebrations were conducted under the leadership
of St. Thomas Prayer Unit and the members offered
“Kazhchasamarpanam” during the Holy Mass. Special
prayer to St. Thomas and “Ladeenju” was also done
after the Holy Mass and the celebrations were over with
the distribution of “Nercha”.
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Silver Jubilee celebration.
The silver jubilee of the Holy Ordination of Rev. Fr.
John Chozhithara, who was in charge of our Church
and presently serving in Germany was celebrated
in our church on 13th July 2017 during his visit to
the parish. The Holy Mass was celebrated by Rev.
Fr. John Chozhithara at 7.30 p.m followed by a
gathering, during which, the parishioners interacted
with him and wished him jubilee greetings. He was
honored with “ponnada” and wished the jubilee
wishes by Fr. Vicar and Kaikkarans.
Inauguration of Catechism and Welcoming the
Catechism Students to new academic year.
The inauguration of the Catechism for the academic
year 2017-18 was conducted on 2nd July 201July in
our Church. The catechism teachers have taken the
oath during the Holy Mass. The catechism classes
were also started on the same day.
The catechism students of the Parish were given
a warm and grant welcome to the new academic year
in the church with the leadership of DSYM members,
by presenting them with flowers and gifts on 16th
July 2017. During the Holy Mass, catechism teachers
and students have conducted a special offertory. The
newly appointed catechism teachers and newly joined
students have also been given a warm welcome. The
group, who won the first prize for overall performance
in the last academic year was honored with Trophy.

-21-

parish NEWS
R.K Puram

St. Peter’s Church

St. Antony’s Feast
St. Peter’s Church R.K Puram celebrated the feast
of St. Antony with due reverence and devotion on
25th June 2017. The Holy Mass was celebrated by
Rev. Fr. Jose Vattakuzhy.
Catechism Inauguration

Catechism for children started in July. The
catechetical year was inaugurated on 16th July
2017 before the Holy Mass by lighting the lamp
followed by teacher’s pledge. The new students
were welcomed with gifts and the new teachers
were introduced to the parishioners
St. Peter’s & St. Thomas’ feast
St. Peter’s Church R.K Puram celebrated feast
of its patron saint, St. Peter, along with the feast
of St. Thomas on 22nd and 23rd July. The festal
celebrations started on 20th July , with Holy
Mass , Novena and Ladeenju being celebrated by
Rev. Fr. Jose Vattakuzhy. On 21st July, Rev. Fr.

Abraham Chembotikal, Vicar Infant Jesus Forane
Church, Palam graced the occasion and offered
the Holy Mass. On 22nd July Rev. Fr. Jose Thayil
hoisted the Festal Flag and offered the Holy Mass
and Novena, Ladeenju.
In connection with the festal celebrations,
students who scored highest marks in CBSE
class X and XII were awarded prizes for their
achievements. Anand Mathew and Jackson GS
stood in the first position and Maxson S. Mathew
bagged second position in class XII, while Sherry
J. Cherian came first in class X. Sr. Lucy FCC and
Sr. Tesmy FCC from Palam convent also graced
the occasion in Rathri Thirunnal. .
After the prize distribution a mesmerizing
Magic show cum Dance was presented by
Wilson Champakulam which was followed by
Snehavirunnu. On 23rd July the Pakal Thirunnal
was celebrated with great devotion by Rev. Fr.
Finil Ezharathu CMI, Asst. Vicar of St. Mary’s
Church, Mariam Nagar Ghaziabad, followed by a
spiritually enlightening homily. The four day long
celebration culminated with the faith- proclaiming
procession.
Birthday of our Parish Priest

The birthday of our beloved Parish Priest Rev.
Dr. Pius Malekandathil was celebrated on 2nd
July. The Kaikarans Mr. Regi Mathew and Mr.
Cyriac John presented a bouquet as a token of love
on the behalf of all the parishioners.
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Noida

St. Alphonsa Church

St. Alphonsa Feast 2017
Parish celebrated feast of St. Alphonsa, the Patron of
church from 21st July to 31st July, 2017 with lots of
devotion and prayers. Our celebrations began with
1st day novena led by Rev. Fr. Santish N. Anthony,
Astt. Vicar, St. Mary’s Latin Church. Large number
of parishioners gathered to get the blessings. All the
days of novena Nercha was arranged by respective
prayers units.
On 23rd July after the third day novena we
organized a cultural programme and a Malayalam
drama. A group of 150 Alphonsians enacted a
Malalayalam Drama “Itha Njaan” Story & Direction
by Joy John, Art by Wilson Pathrose and Drama
Co-ordinator was Thomas Xavier. A huge crowd
of 1000 which included parishioners from nearby
churches enjoyed the drama and other programmes
with utmost fun & fervor. The cultural programme
ended with Snehavirunnu arranged for one and all.

While the crowd was having the dinner, the DSYM
members entertained the crowd with their dance and
music.
On 28th July the traditional flag of the Thirunal
was hoisted by Very Rev. Msgr. Jose Edassery, Vicar
General, Diocese of Faridabad at 7.30 pm at St. Mary’s
Church. The church was beautifully decorated for
the occasion. Devotees thronged the church on all
the nine days of novena. The 10th day started with
Presuthenthi Vazhcha, Solemn Holy Mass by Rev. Fr.
Mathew Kizhakechira, Vicar, Holy Family Church,
Pushp Vihar & word of God was shared by Rev.
Fr. Johnson Palaty VC, Vicar, St. Mother Thersesa
Church, South Extension. The Holy procession was
led by Mara Kurish, Veli Kurish & Ponnu Kurish.
Devotees carried on their shoulders the decorated
rupam of St. Mary, St. Thomas & St. Alphonsa along
with holy relic by Rev. Fathers. The procession had a
beautifully decorated float, Chendamelam and dance
by Chota Nagpur group from St. Mary’s Latin Church
and parishioners carrying Muthukudas and candles.
On the way St. Sebastian, Infant Jesus & St. Mary’s
Units welcomed the procession with decorated stands
[pindi] and crackers. The procession ended with the
glorification & Sahanapushparchana of St. Alphonsa
and the nine day fast ended with sumptuous agape for
one and all. Mr. Sunny Joseph & Mr. Joseph Varkey
were the Conveners of the Parish fest.

Motiakhan

St. Thomas Church

St. Thomas, Motiakhan (Gole Dak KhanaPaharganj) parish has a DSYM unit now. We had
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an election of the youth leaders recently. Mr. Akhil
Johny from Paharganj is the president, Miss. Anisha
Anson from Gole dak khana is the vice president,
Miss. Neha Sam from Paharganj is secretary,
Mr. Vivin George from Gole Dak Khana is joint
secretary, Miss. Sumi Samuel from Gole Dak
Khana is treasurer, Miss. Ramya Varghese from
Paharganj is joint treasurer and Mr. Justin from
Gole Dak Dhana is youth representative.

-23-

parish NEWS
Kristhuraja Cathederal Forane Church

Catechism Camp

Faridabad

kn.Fw.kn tIm¬shâv Pq_nen

hnizmk ]cnioe\¯nsâ `mKambn
Ip«nIÄ¡mbpÅ GIZn\ skan\mÀ _lp.
tUm. ]bkv ate¡ ¯nsâ t\XrXz¯nÂ
kmt´mw `h\nÂ \S¶p. 43 Ip«nIÄ ]s¦Sp¯
skan\mdnÂ Ip«nIÄ¡mbpÅ Ip¼kmcw, hn.
IpÀ_m\, tSm¡pIÄ, sKbnwkv F¶nh \S¶p.
Catechism Innaugration

2017-þ18 aXt_m[\ A²yb\ hÀjw I¯o{UÂ
]ÅnbnÂ _lp. hnImcn ^m. sPbnwkv Fgm\n
¡m«v DXvLmS\w sNbvXp. amÊv skâdnÂ 1þmw
¢mÊnse Ipcp¶pIÄ Zo]w sXfn¨v {]hÀ¯\
hÀjw Bcw`n¨p. tijw A²ym]IcpsS {]
XnÚbpw, ]pXpXmbn tNÀ¶ A²ym]IÀ¡v
kzmKXhpw t\À¶p.

skâv ]otägvkv kv¡qÄ Pq_nen
_lp. hnImcn P\dmÄ tam¬. tPmkv CStÈcn
ANv O sâ hn. IpÀ_m\ AÀ¸Wt¯msS
CShIbnÂ kn.Fw.kn k\ymk kaql¯nsâ
t\XrXz¯nepÅ skâ v ]otägvkv kv¡qfnsâ
knÂhÀ Pq_nen BtLmj¯n\v
XpS¡ambn. XpSÀ¶v \S¶ s]mXptbmK¯nÂ
kmwkv I mcnIþcmjv { Sob cwKs¯ {]apJÀ
NS§nÂ ]s¦Sp¯p kwkmcn¨p. Pq_nen
BtLmj§fpsS `mKambn hnZymÀ°nIÄ
hnhn[ Iem]cn]mSnIÄ AhXcn¸n¨p.

\nd]p©ncnbpsSbpw, \nkzmÀ° kvt\
l¯ntâbpw, XymKat\m`mh¯ntâbpw
{]XoI§fmbn, ^coZm_mZv ]«W¯nsâ
{]m´{]tZi§fnte¡v IS¶ph¶
ip{`hkv{X[mcnIfmb amS{]mhpIsf, FXntcä
{]XnIqe kmlNcy§sf Hmtcm¶mbn XcWw
sNbvXv apt¶dnb Ignª 25 hÀj§Ä! Xncnªp
t\m¡pt¼mÄ \ndª NmcnXmÀ°yt¯msS
XebpbÀ¯n¸nSn¡m³ am{Xw, ssZh¯n
sâ B henb IcpXens\ Bbncnambncw
\µntbmsS HmÀ¯psImÅs«.
kn.Fw.kn tIm¬shâ nsâ Pq_nen
BtLmj§Ä¡v, Pqsse 8 \v hn. IpÀ_m\
tbmsS XpS¡w Ipdn¨ncn¡p¶p.
Parents Day Celebration

kmt´mw `h³ þC¶v hSt¡´y apgph³ ]S
À¶p ]´en¨ kotdm ae_mÀ ^coZm_mZv
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cq]XbpsS ss]XrI¯nsâ AhImihpambn
\nesImÅp¶ kmt´mw `h³ (H No. 888 Sec 19,
Faridabad). ^coZm_mZv kotdm ae_mÀ a¡sf
GtIm]n¸n¡p¶XnÂ {][m\ ]¦phln¨ anj\
dnamscbpw, kntÌgvkns\bpw HmÀ½n¨psIm
pXs¶, 2017 Pqsse 30þmw Xo¿Xn `mcX
A¸kvtXme\mb hn. tXmamÇolmbpsS Xncp
\mÄ, s\mth\, hn. IpÀºm\, {]Zn£Ww, kvt\
lhncp¶v F¶o XncpIÀ½§tfmsS hfsc `àn
\nÀ`cambn sIm mSn.

Xncpkzcq]w sh©ncn¸v
hn. tXmamÇolmbpsS Xncpkzcq]w 2017 Pqsse
8þmw Xo¿Xn _lp. hnImcn P\dmÄ tPmkv
CStÈcn A¨sâbpw AÊn. hnImcnbpsSbpw
CShImwK§fpsSbpw km¶n²y¯nÂ
sh©ncn¡pIbpw kmt´mw `h\nÂ
{]XnjvTn¡pIbpw sNbvXp.

k{Imcn Øm]\w

Znhk§fnepw hn. IpÀ_m\bpw i\nbmgvNIfnÂ,
Bcm[\, hn. IpÀ_m\, XpSÀ¶v amXmhnsâ
s\mth\bpw kmt´mw `h\nÂ \S¡p¶p.

CShI Xncp\mÄ
Cu hÀjs¯ CShI Xncp\mÄ Pqsse 28, 29,
30 F¶o Xo¿XnIfnÂ hnhn[ ]cn]mSnItfmsS
BtLmjn¨p. 28 shÅn sshIpt¶cw 6.30 \v
`àn\nÀ`camb hn. IpÀ_m\bv¡ptijw _lp.
hnImcn ^m. sPbnwkv Ggm\n¡m«v sImSn
DbÀ¯n. 29 i\n sshIpt¶cw 6.30 \v ^m.
tPmk^v amXmfn¡pt¶Â hn. IpÀ_m\bv¡pw
eZoªn\pw t\XrXzw sImSp¯p. XpSÀ¶v
hnImcn. _lp. sPbnkv Ggm\n¡m«v {]kptZ´n
hmgvN \S¯n.
30 RmbÀ sshIpt¶cw 5.30þ\v _lp.
tP¡_v H.kn.Un bpsS apJyImÀ½nIXz¯nÂ
hn. IpÀ_m\ AÀ¸n¡pIbpw, dh. tUm. ]
bkv ate¡ ¯nÂ Xncp\mÄ {]kwKhpw \
S¯n. CShI hnizmknIÄ ]s¦Sp¯ at\m
lcamb Xncp\mÄ {]Z£nW¯n\ptijw kvt\
lhncp¶pw D mbncp¶p.
h n h n [ b q W n ä p I f p s S Feast Day
BtLmj§Ä AXmXv Rmbdmgv N IfnÂ
\S¯s¸SpIbpw hn. IpÀ_m\ kw_Ôamb
FÃm Imcy§Ä¡pw AhÀ t\XyXzw \
ÂIpIbpw sN¿p¶p.

skan\mÀ

hn. IpÀºm\ AÀ¸n¡p¶Xn\pÅ Øe]
cnanXn aqew kmt´mw `hsâ ]pdIp`mKw
Hcp sNdnb Nm¸embn ]p\À\nÀ½n¡pIbpw,
hn. IpÀºm\ AÀ¸n¡pIbpw sNbvXncp¶p.
ZoÀL\mfs¯ CShImwK§fpsS Bhiy{]
Imcw 2017 Pqsse 11þmw Xo¿Xn sa{Xmt¸meo¯
_lp. Ipcymt¡mkv `cWnIpf§c ]nXmhv
k{Imcn BioÀÆZn¨v Øm]n¨p. FÃm
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"hnizmk¯nÂ A[njvTnXamb hyànXz hnI
k\w'þF¶ hnjbs¯ Bkv]Zam¡n aXt_m[\
Ip«nIÄ¡mbn skan\mÀ, Sr. Jaisy DST bpsS t\
XrXz¯nÂ 2017 Pqsse 9þmw Xo¿Xn hn.IpÀ_m\bv¡p
tijw \S¯s¸«p. ss]XrIambn \ap¡p e`n¨
hnizmk kXy§Ä hcpw Xeapdbnte¡v ]IÀ¶p
sImSp¡phm\pw, Ahsb Im¯p kq£n¡phm
\papÅ DÄ¡cp¯v, C¯cw skan\mdpIfneqsS
klmbIamIpsa¶v Ip«nIÄ a\Ênem¡pIbpw
sNbvXp.
þ dnt¸mÀ«v X¿mdm¡nbXv
C½m\pthÂ
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parish NEWS
Tagore Garden

Nirmal Hriday Church

Best Performing Mathruvedi of St. Augustine’s Forane, Karol Bagh
Mathruvedi of Nirmal Hriday Church, Tagore
Garden was adjudged the best performing Unit of
Karol Bagh Forene. Sr. Reetha Maria Animator and
Ms Lissy Johny President received trophy from
Rev. Msgr. Jose Edassery at Burari. This was based
on the report submitted by all the mathruvedi units
of Karol Bagh Forene for the last one year. We
congratulate the Mathruvedi members of our Parish
for this achievement.
Old Age Home Visit
On 8th July 2017, the youth members of Nirmal
Hriday Parish visited Marian Ashram, a home for
mentally disabled people in Faridabad. It was a
distinguished opportunity to share love, warmth
and care with those neglected people. Since it is a
deserted place people usually does not make efforts
to visit this place. The elderly whole heartedly
welcomed the youth with a warm applause. They
also sang songs and recited self composed poems.
To break the monotony of their lives the youth
presented few songs and dance for them. The
cheerful smile on their faces was worth seeing. We

had a yummy lunch along with them and sisters.
The Youth of Nirmal Hriday Parish handed over
the money and ration to the Superior. They thanked
everyone and said that they hope to see them again.
St. Alphonsa’s Feast
9 days Novena as a preparation for St. Alphonsa’s
Feast Day started on 19th July 2017. Almost all the
members along with children attended the Novena
and Holy Mass for 9 days and then we celebrated
feast of St. Alphonsa on 28th July 2017 under the
leadership of Parish Priest Rev. Fr. Antony Lijo
Thaliyath.
First Holy Communion
First Holy Communion of 9 little angels Albin Sam
Mathew, Aleegra Elizabeth George, Alita Soji,
Anamika Anil, Aneeta Joseph, Ann Maria Baiju,
Christo Martin, Melvin Mathew and Snehal Francis
George from Nirmal Hriday Parish was solemnised
by Rev. Msgr. Jose Edassery, Vicar General, Diocese
of Faridabad-Delhi and Vicar, Rev. Fr. Antony Lijo
Thaliyath. Grand Parents and relatives of children
came from Kerala to attend the function.
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Lado Sarai

Little Flower Church
Scholarship Exam and Winners
51 children from our church had participated in the
Catechism Scholarship Exam. 3 of our children got 2nd
rank in their respective classes. Jissil Sajan-class 2nd,
Jeseentha Anne Joji – class 9th and Ajessha Alex-class
11th. Congratulations dear students.
Picnic

Our parish DSYM members organised a 3-day trip to
Rishikesh from June 25th-June 27th.It was one of the
best trips organised. Rafting, trekking, cliff jumping etc
were some of the most memorable moments of the trip
not only for the DSYM members, but also for Rev. Fr.
Mathew, our parish priest, Dn. Jaison from Vidya Jyothi
and our sisters from MSMI convent.
Retreat for Catechism Students
From June 29, - July 1, our parish organised a 3-day
retreat for our parish children. It was conducted by
the diocesan director of catechism Rev. Fr. Santo
Puthumanakunnathu MCBS, Diocese of FaridabadDelhi. Sr. Jasmine from MSMI convent was also a key
resource person for the retreat. There was an average
attendance of 170 children on each day.
Catechism Inauguration
Catechism inauguration was held in our church on
July 2nd, 2017. There was a common mass for all the
parents and children. It was inaugurated by Fr. Mathew,
our parish priest, catechism headmaster Mr. Mathew
Mathai, Rev. Sr. Princy, Mother Superior MSMI
convent, a representative from St. Antony’s convent,
a parent representative and 3 children were there for
the lighting of the lamp. On behalf of our catechism
department, Mrs. Emlin John (teacher) gave a speech
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to all the parents on the “importance of parents being
involved in the life of a child for Christian values and
learning catechism.”
New Kaikkarans and Parish Council
On July 2nd, our church had the election of new
Kaikkaran for the 2017-19. Mr. Varghese M.R was
elected as the 1stkaikkaran, and Mr. Sunny Thomas
was elected as the 2ndkaikkaran. On July 9th, 2017, our
newly elected Kaikkarans and parish council members
took their pledge during the Holy Qurbana at the
Andheria Mode church.
Dukhrana Thirunal and Feast of St. Alphonsa
On July 3rd, our parish celebrated the
DukharanaThirunaal, feast of St. Thomas at the
Andheria Mode church. It was celebrated through
the mass and novena led by Unit 1, St.Thomas unit
of our parish. Feast of St. Alphonsa was celebrated in
its full fervour at our church on July 28th, 2017. It was
celebrated after a 9-day novena at our Andheria Mode
church premises led by Unit 7, St. Alphonsa Unit of
our church.
Farewell and Orientation Class
On July 30th, a farewell was given to our associate
parish priest Rev. Fr. Vinod Moonjely, who is going
to Punjab Mission. Also there was an Orientation
class for all the parents of the catechism students by
Rev. Dr. Pious Malekandathil. It was an enriching
orientation class.
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parish NEWS
Janakpuri

St. Thomas Church

aXt_m[\ hÀjmcw`w

Xncp\mÄ

Cu hÀjs¯ aXt_m[\ ¢mÊpIfpsS
HutZymKnIamb Bcw`w Pqsse 2þmw Xo¿Xn
RmbdmgvN hn. IpÀ_m\tbmsSm¸w \S¯s¸«p.
hnImcn ^m. A\q]v \cnaä¯nÂ XncnsXfn¨v
aXt_m[\ hÀjw DZvLmS\w sNbvXp.
Ignªpt]mb aXt_m[\ hÀj¯nÂ k½m\
Àlcmb Ip«nIÄ¡v k½m\§Ä \ÂIn. Cu
hÀjw 12þmw ¢mÊv ]qÀ¯nbm¡nb Ip«nIÄ
hnizmk {]Jym]\w \S¯pIbpw AhÀ¡v
kÀ«n^n¡äv \ÂIpIbpw sNbvXp.

CShI a²yØ\mb hn. tXmamÇolmbpsS
Xncp\mÄ BtLmj]qÀÆw \S¯n. Xncp\m
fns\mcp¡ambn 9 Znhks¯ s\mth\ D m
bncp¶p. Pqsse 14þmw Xo¿Xn s^mtdm\ hnImcn
^m. A{_mlw sNt¼m«n¡Â Xncp\mfn\v
sImSntbän. {][m\ Xncp\mÄ Znhkamb Pqsse
16þmw Xo¿Xn ^m. tdmWn tXm¸nem³ hN\
ktµiw \ÂIn. BtLmjIcamb Xncp\mÄ
{]Z£nW¯n\v tijw kv t \lhncpt¶msS
Xncp\mÄ kam]n¨p.

For the Attention of Esteemed Readers
Dear Santhome Messenger Subscribers,
Sincere thanks for your interest and encouragement to Santhome Messenger.
We are in the process of renewing the postal addresses of the subscribers. For the continued
postal subscription of Santhome Messenger, kindly intimate us either through e-mail or through
letter your consent at the earliest.
Since the postal charges are increased by the Postal Authorities, especially for the foreign postal
services, those who would like to support us kindly send the yearly subscription as follows:
1. National @ Rs.175 per annum
2. International @ US$ 20.- & € 20 per annum
Santhome messenger is also available on our website : www.faridabaddiocese.in

am\yhmb\¡mcpsS {i²bv¡v
C´ybnÂ

hcnkwJy Hcp hÀjt¯bv¡v
hntZit¯bv¡v = US$ 20.- & € 20.-

= Rs.175/- ,
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Pope Francis'
Apostolic Exhortation
on The Joy of Love
[continued from Vol.8 Issue 2]

Chapter seven: “Towards a better
education of children”(259-290)

The seventh chapter is dedicated to the
education of children: their ethical formation, the
learning of discipline which can include punishment,
patient realism, sex education, passing on the faith
and, more generally, family life as an educational
context. The practical wisdom present in each
paragraph is remarkable, above all the attention
given to those gradual, small steps “that can be
understood, accepted and appreciated” (AL 271).
There is a particularly interesting and
pedagogically fundamental paragraph in which
Francis clearly states that “obsession, however, is
not education. We cannot control every situation
that a child may experience…If parents are obsessed
with always knowing where their children are and
controlling all their movements, they will seek only
to dominate space. But this is no way to educate,
strengthen and prepare their children to face
challenges. What is most important is the ability
lovingly to help them grow in freedom, maturity,
overall discipline and real autonomy” (AL 260).
The notable section on education in sexuality is
very expressively entitled: “Yes to sex education”.
The need is there, and we have to ask “if our
educational institutions have taken up this challenge
… in an age when sexuality tends to be trivialized
and impoverished”. Sound education needs to be
carried out “within the broader framework of an
education for love, for mutual self-giving” (AL 280).
The text warns that the expression ‘safe sex’ conveys
“a negative attitude towards the natural procreative
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finality of sexuality, as if an eventual child were an
enemy to be protected against. This way of thinking
promotes narcissism and aggressively in place of
acceptance” (AL 283).

Chapter eight: “Guiding, discerning and
integrating weakness”(291-312)
The eighth chapter is an invitation to mercy and
pastoral discernment in situations that do not fully
match what the Lord proposes. The Pope uses
three very important verbs: guiding, discerning and
integrating, which are fundamental in addressing
fragile, complex or irregular situations. The chapter
has sections on the need for gradualness in pastoral
care; the importance of discernment; norms and
mitigating circumstances in pastoral discernment;
and finally what the Pope calls the “logic of pastoral
mercy”.
Chapter eight is very sensitive. In reading it
one must remember that “the Church’s task is often
like that of a field hospital” (AL 291).Here the Holy
Father grapples with the findings of the Synods on
controversial issues. He reaffirms what Christian
marriage is and adds that “some forms of union
radically contradict this ideal, while others realize it
in at least a partial and analogous way”. The Church
therefore “does not disregard the constructive
elements in those situations which do not yet or no
longer correspond to her teaching on marriage” (AL
292).
As far as discernment with regard to “irregular”
situations is concerned, the Pope states: “There is a
need ‘to avoid judgements which do not take into
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account the complexity of various situations’ and ‘to
be attentive, by necessity, to how people experience
distress because of their condition’” (AL 296).
And he continues: “It is a matter of reaching out to
everyone, of needing to help each person find his
or her proper way of participating in the ecclesial
community, and thus to experience being touched
by an ‘unmerited, unconditional and gratuitous’
mercy”(AL 297). And further: “The divorced
who have entered a new union, for example, can
find themselves in a variety of situations, which
should not be pigeonholed or fit into overly rigid
classifications leaving no room for a suitable
personal and pastoral discernment” (AL 298).
In this line, gathering the observations of many
Synod Fathers, the Pope states that “the baptized
who are divorced and civilly remarried need to be
more fully integrated into Christian communities
in the variety of ways possible, while avoiding
any occasion of scandal”. “Their participation can
be expressed in different ecclesial services… Such
persons need to feel not as excommunicated members
of the Church, but instead as living members, able
to live and grow in the Church… This integration is
also needed in the care and Christian upbringing of
their children” (AL 299).
In a more general vein, the Pope makes an
extremely important statement for understanding
the orientation and meaning of the Exhortation:
“If we consider the immense variety of concrete
situations, … it is understandable that neither the
Synod nor this Exhortation could be expected to
provide a new set of general rules, canonical in
nature and applicable to all cases. What is needed
is simply a renewed encouragement to undertake
a responsible personal and pastoral discernment of
particular cases, one which would recognize that,
since ‘the degree of responsibility is not equal in all
cases’, the consequences or effects of a rule need
not necessarily always be the same” (AL 300). The
Pope develops in depth the needs and characteristics
of the journey of accompaniment and discernment

necessary for profound dialogue between the
faithful and their pastors.
For this purpose the Holy Father recalls the
Church’s reflection on “mitigating factors and
situations” regarding the attribution of responsibility
and accountability for actions; and relying on St.
Thomas Aquinas, he focuses on the relationship
between rules and discernment by stating: “It is true
that general rules set forth a good which can never
be disregarded or neglected, but in their formulation
they cannot provide absolutely for all particular
situations. At the same time, it must be said that,
precisely for that reason, what is part of a practical
discernment in particular circumstances cannot be
elevated to the level of a rule” (AL 304).
The last section of the chapter treats “The logic of
pastoral mercy”. To avoid misunderstandings, Pope
Francis strongly reiterates: “To show understanding
in the face of exceptional situations never implies
dimming the light of the fuller ideal, or proposing
less than what Jesus offers to the human being.
Today, more important than the pastoral care of
failures is the pastoral effort to strengthen marriages
and thus to prevent their breakdown” (AL 307).
The overall sense of the chapter and of the
spirit that Pope Francis wishes to impart to the
pastoral work of the Church is well summed up in
the closing words: “I encourage the faithful who
find themselves in complicated situations to speak
confidently with their pastors or with other lay
people whose lives are committed to the Lord. They
may not always encounter in them a confirmation
of their own ideas or desires, but they will surely
receive some light to help them better understand
their situation and discover a path to personal
growth. I also encourage the Church’s pastors to
listen to them with sensitivity and serenity, with a
sincere desire to understand their plight and their
point of view, in order to help them live better lives
and to recognize their proper place in the Church.”
(AL 312).
On the “logic of pastoral mercy”, Pope Francis
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emphasizes: “At times we find it hard to make room
for God’s unconditional love in our pastoral activity.
We put so many conditions on mercy that we empty it
of its concrete meaning and real significance. That is
the worst way of watering down the Gospel” (AL 311).

Chapter nine: “The spirituality of marriage
and the family”(313-325)
The ninth chapter is devoted to marital and family
spirituality, which “is made up of thousands of small
but real gestures” (AL 315).The Pope clearly states
that “those who have deep spiritual aspirations
should not feel that the family detracts from their
growth in the life of the Spirit, but rather see it as
a path which the Lord is using to lead them to the
heights of mystical union” (AL 316).Everything,
“moments of joy, relaxation, celebration, and even
sexuality can be experienced as a sharing in the full
life of the resurrection” (AL 317). He then speaks
of prayer in the light of Easter, of the spirituality
of exclusive and free love in the challenge and the
..continue from page no.10

and the community affected by the harm done. The
Restorative justice repairs damaged relationships
between the offender and his /her family and the
community. At the occasion of the beatification of
Sr. Rani Maria Let us not forget the hard work and
prayers of many who made the killer in to tears at the
feet of the father, mother and family members and the
incident stands as the best example for the restorative
justice and thereby building the relationship with the
offender, victim and the community.
In conclusion, we turn to today’s reading, how
God acted for those who worked for Him, how the
captors of Paul and companions were converted,
reconciled and set free. As we celebrate the prison
Ministry Sunday, I would like to remind you all to
pray for the prison Staff. Most prison officers and
administrators begin their service with high ideals
and good will. They have to struggle to keep them
through disappointments, difficulties and sometimes
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yearning to grow old together, reflecting God’s
fidelity (cf. AL 319). And finally the spirituality of
care, consolation and incentive: the Pope teaches
that “all family life is a ‘shepherding’ in mercy. Each
of us, by our love and care, leaves a mark on the
life of others” (AL 322). It is a profound “spiritual
experience to contemplate our loved ones with the
eyes of God and to see Christ in them” (AL 323).
In the final paragraph the Pope affirms: “No
family drops down from heaven perfectly formed;
families need constantly to grow and mature in the
ability to love …All of us are called to keep striving
towards something greater than ourselves and our
families, and every family must feel this constant
impulse. Let us make this journey as families, let us
keep walking together. (…) May we never lose heart
because of our limitations, or ever stop seeking that
fullness of love and communion which God holds
out before us” (AL 325).
The Apostolic Exhortation concludes with a
Prayer to the Holy Family.
betrayals. Keep praying for the prisoners, their life has
been shattered and they have become bound up with
the burden of their own sins and their own thoughts.
Along with my brother Bishops, I express my sincere
gratitude for the generous contributions towards this
ministry and acknowledge the dedicated service of
all the volunteers of this most demanding mission
of the church today. May the patron saint of prison
ministry India St. Maximilian Kolbe guide you. Let us
remember the great Joseph of the Old Testament and
understand; only the strong can forgive. Brothers and
sisters, let us be Messengers of forgiveness.
May God Bless you all!

+Bishop Peter Remigius
Patron of Prison Ministry India
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‘Let us love, not with words but with deeds’

fullness, that is, Jesus’ preferential love for the poor.
I invite the whole Church, and men and women
of good will everywhere, to turn their gaze on this
day to all those who stretch out their hands and plead
for our help and solidarity. They are our brothers
and sisters, created and loved by the one Heavenly
Father. This Dayis meant, above all, to encourage
believers to react against a culture of discard and
waste, and to embrace the culture of encounter. At
the same time, everyone, independent of religious
affiliation, is invited to openness and sharing with
the poor through concrete signs of solidarity and
fraternity. God created the heavens and the earth
for all; yet sadly some have erected barriers, walls
and fences, betraying the original gift meant for all
humanity, with none excluded.
7. It is my wish that, in the week preceding
the World Day of the Poor, which falls this year on
19 November, the Thirty-third Sunday of Ordinary
Time, Christian communities will make every effort
to create moments of encounter and friendship,
solidarity and concrete assistance. They can invite
the poor and volunteers to take part together in the
Eucharist on this Sunday, in such a way that there be
an even more authentic celebration of the Solemnity
of Our Lord Jesus Christ, Universal King, on the
following Sunday. The kingship of Christ is most
evident on Golgotha, when the Innocent One, nailed
to the cross, poor, naked and stripped of everything,
incarnates and reveals the fullness of God’s
love. Jesus’ complete abandonment to the Father
expresses his utter poverty and reveals the power of
the Love that awakens him to new life on the day of
the Resurrection.
This Sunday, if there are poor people where
we live who seek protection and assistance, let us
draw close to them: it will be a favourable moment
to encounter the God we seek. Following the
teaching of Scripture (cf. Gen 18:3-5; Heb 13:2), let
us welcome them as honoured guests at our table;
they can be teachers who help us live the faith more

consistently. With their trust and readiness to receive
help, they show us in a quiet and often joyful way,
how essential it is to live simply and to abandon
ourselves to God’s providence.
8. At the heart of all the many concrete
initiatives carried out on this day should always be
prayer. Let us not forget that the Our Father is the
prayer of the poor. Our asking for bread expresses
our entrustment to God for our basic needs in
life. Everything that Jesus taught us in this prayer
expresses and brings together the cry of all who
suffer from life’s uncertainties and the lack of what
they need. When the disciples asked Jesus to teach
them to pray, he answered in the words with which
the poor speak to our one Father, in whom all
acknowledge themselves as brothers and sisters.
The Our Father is a prayer said in the plural: the
bread for which we ask is “ours”, and that entails
sharing, participation and joint responsibility.
In this prayer, all of us recognize our need to
overcome every form of selfishness, in order to
enter into the joy of mutual acceptance.
9. I ask my brother Bishops, and all priests and
deacons who by their vocation have the mission of
supporting the poor, together with all consecrated
persons and all associations, movements and
volunteers everywhere, to help make this World Day
of the Poor a tradition that concretely contributes to
evangelization in today’s world.
This new World Day, therefore, should become
a powerful appeal to our consciences as believers,
allowing us to grow in the conviction that sharing with
the poor enables us to understand the deepest truth
of the Gospel. The poor are not a problem: they are
a resource from which to draw as we strive to accept
and practice in our lives the essence of the Gospel.
From the Vatican,
13 June 2017
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